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TEXAS LIBRARIES. 

Published in the Interest of the Libraries of the State by the Texas Library and 

Historical Commission. 

VoL I, No. 1. AUSTIN, TEXAS. November, 1909 

TEX.\S LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL COMMISSION. 

George P. Qarrison, Austin, Chairman. R. B. Cousins, Austin. 

Mrs. J. C. Terrell. Fort Worth. Richard Mays, 0)r8icana. 

Geo. W. Littlefield. Austin. E. W. Winkler. Austin, Secretary. 

The progress of the free public library movement in Texas during the 
past ten years, as exhibited on another page, is indeed notable, and highly 
encouraging for the future. Past progress and present needs have com- 
bined to make future effort more fruitful by securing the passage by 
the Thirty-first Legislature of an act creating the Texas Library and 
Historical Commission. Among the duties of the Commission is that 
of aiding in the establishment of public libraries and in their improve- 
ment. The chief significance of this measure lies in the fact that it 
carries with it the endorsement of the State; it puts the people of the 
State behind a movement supported hitherto by such associations of 
individuals as the Texas Library Association, the State Teachers' Asso- 
ciation, and the State Federation of Women's Clubs. 

To impress the Commission with the importance of economy, or for 
other reasons, very little money was appropriated with which to carry on 
the work for public libraries. But who could sit down and wait for 
the assembling of another Legislature to remedy even so important a 
defect as this, when the need for action ai 1 the promise of good results 
are so great? The best way out of the situu,tion appeared to be the crea- 
tion of a medium of comonunication, whereby all the forces might be 
organized and their co-operation enlisted. Every librarian and every^ 
friend of free libraries is asked to lend his assistance. The contents of 
the present number will suggest the character of future issues. This 
publication is to be strictly a library newspaper for Texas. Your sug- 
gestions and contributions will be gladly welcomed. 

LOGIC OF THE LIBRARY MOVEMENT. 

New York Libraries, April, 1909. 

A better statement of the logic of the public library movement could 
hardly be desired than the following anonymous communication recently 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



— 2— 

contributed to the Schenectady Gazette, apropos of the library situation 
in that city: 

People are now- generally agreed that a good government is one that 
provides of things necessary for the welfare of its citizens, those that can 
be secured best by united action. 

In the early history of Schenectady, the citizens formed a voluntary 
association to watch the city from ten at night until daybreak. This 
night watch wes divided into a regular number of bands, of four each, 
and during the course of the season every citizen agreed to render service 
in patrolling the streets. Tliis was considered better than to make it 
necessary for every man to watch his own house every night. Finally 
it was found wiser to have the watching done by a b6dy of select pro- 
fessional watchers, and to pay them out of the common purse. 

The cit} lighting was originally done by each citizen on his own ac- 
count, carrying a lantern whenever he went abroad. This method was 
very acceptable to certain classes. Thieves and disorderly chara^Jters 
were loud in their praises of the policy, "Let every citizen do his own 
lighting." Gradually, however, it dawned on a majority of the com- 
munity that it would )}e more economical to have the streets regularly 
lighted at the general expense. 

Once, every man was expected to put out the flames with the aid of 
such of his neighbors as were willing to help when his house was afire. 
Finally it was seen to be really cheaper to have a paid and skilled body 
of niicn to do this work. 

There are many people yet who say, "Let every citizen buy his own 
books." Some of those who say this badly need the information and 
training contained in books, but do not realize it. Still they are con- 
stantly seeking the aid of men who do read and paying them for the 
help. Some of them want their children to know more than they do, 
and so occasionally buy them a book. 

That is a good deal like letting them smiack their lips over a good 
meal once or twice a year, just to let them know how one tastes, instead 
of giving them good wholesome food everv^ day. 

If the people really need reading to m«ke their lives worth more to 
themselves and to the community, if the growing boys and girls need it 
to keep up with the requirements of the schools, and to keep abreast of 
the times, and to have right sentiments and standards, then the question 
is, how can it be most cheaply provide^l ? If every one of the 12,000 
who are said to be registered readers in Schenectady was to buy one book 
a year at a cost of $1, $12,000 would be spent abd 12,000 books would 
be owned by the citizens. Still every man would have only one book 
to read. If the $12,000 were put into a library, then every one would 
have 12,000 books at his disposal. 

That is why it is a crime against society to confine the citizens, espe- 
cially those who have a hard struggle for bread, to the use of such 
books only as they can afford to buy separately. A city can not afford 
to let every citizen buy his own books. Its poverty in ideas and morals 
and comfort would soon be so conspicuous that it would be shunned as 
as undesirable place in which to live. I am glad to learn that the city 
budget contains an increased amount for the city library. It is an 
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evidence of the sort of concern for the public welfare that commends an 
admini«tration to respect. 

TEXAS LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL COMMaSSION. 

Bills providing for one or more of the features of the law enacted by 
the Thirty-first Legislature had been presented to four of the five Leg- 
islatures that assembled during the past ten years. Each in turn failed 
to pass. The bill in 1899 provided for the creation of a Texas State 
Historical Commission. It was supported by the Texas State Histori- 
cal Association, and passed the Senate. The bill introduced in 1903 
was drawn by the recently organized Texas Library Association and pro- 
vided for the creation of a Texas Library Commission. This bill 
passed to engrossment in the Senate. Much altered in some of its pro- 
visions this bill was again introduced in 1905, but the alterations 
aroused opposition in certain quarters at the outset and it made no 
progress. Nothing daunted the bill was carefully revised and intro- 
duced in 1907, but shared the fate of those gone before. The bill intro- 
duced in 1909 profited by the experience of its predecessors, as its title 
and provisions indicate. Nevertheless, it had rough sailing, as its 
friends can testify. But it passed. Some of its provisions were elim- 
inated; still it is a good law. It went into effect March 19th. The 
Governor called the Commission to meet March 29th. On that date it 
organized and entered upon the work before it. A second meeting was 
held during the session of the Texas Librar}" Association in June. 

TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

FROM secretary's MINUTES. 

The Texas Library Association met in its seventh annual session at 
Austin, in the Engineering Building of the University of Texas, June 
14, and was called to order by the President, Benjamin Wyche. Hon. 
A. P. Wooldridge, Mayor of Austin, addressed the Association, welcom- 
ing them to the city. Professor W. S. Sutton extended a welcome on 
behalf of the University, in which he stressed the educational value of 
libraries. '^The annual address of the President of the Association fol- 
lowed. In this address, Mr. Wyche re^'iewed the progress of libraries in 
Texas during the last ten years, sho\^ing the growth and development 
to be exceedingly encouraging. He spoke of the organization of the 
Association at Austin seven years ago, pointing out that one of the 
main purposes of its organization was to secure through legislation a 
state Library commission, an object just realized at the last session of 
the legislature. He voiced the regret of the Association occasioned by the 
loss of Mr. Windsor from the Association and from the State, and ex- 
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pressed appreciation of his work not only in the University of Texas 
Library, but also for the cause of libraries in Texas. He spoke also of 
the advantages of the free public library as an educational factor and 
concluded with statistics of public libraries in Texas.* 

"The Public Library and the High School" was the first subject dis- 
cussed. Miss Bessie Stemmons read a paper in which she presented for 
consideration the demjands upon the library by high school students, and 
the problems and difficulties experienced by the Dallas Public Library 
in adequately meeting these demands. Professor J. L. Henderson of 
the University of Texas also discussed this subject and emiphasized the 
importance of close co-operation between teacher and librarian. 

Mrs. Lucy Burleson presented the subject "What Xormal School Stu- 
dents Bead," and discussed particularly the difficulty experienced in in- 
ducing them to read widely. 

Carl Hartman, Superintendent of Travis County Public Schools, read 
a paper on "Fifty Dollars' Worth of the Best Books for Rural School 
Libraries," in which he set forth the principles that diould guide in 
their selection. He submitted a granded and classified list. A general 
discussion exhibited the interest in this subject. At Mr. Hartman's 
suggestion a committee of five was appointed to prepare a list of books 
suitable for pupils of the first eight grades of rural schools, the list 
to be printed and distributed by the Association. 

Monday evening the Association was informally entertained by the 
University of Texas Library staff and Dr. and Mrs. Sylvester Primer on 
Dr. Primer^s lawn. It was a very pleasant social evening. Miss Snod- 
grass told some charming stories. Refreshments were served, and 
Misses Jarvis ajui Searcy led in a round of college songs. 

Tuesday morning the Association and the Texas Library and Histori- 
cal Commission met in joint session. E. W. Winkler read a paper on 
"Notes on a History of the Archives of Texas." P. L. Windsor out- 
lined in detail the work which might be expected of the Texas Library 
and Historical Commission. Dr. George P. Garrison, Chairman of the 
Commission, spoke of the work to be undertaken by the Texas Library 
and Historical Commission with the resources at its conunand. Mrs. 
J. C. Terrell, member of the Comimission, asked what could be done to 
keep the club women of the State Federation interested in the work of 
the Commission. Miss Matthews made some practical suggestions as to 
the things she would like to see the Comimission accomplish, such as 
publishing digests of reports of Texas libraries, the establishment of a 
summer library school, and the publishing of a list of Texas books with 



*The statistics presented by Mr. Wyche and carefully revised by him since the 
meeting of the Association are printed on another page. 
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their prices. Mrs. Alexander suggested that uniform statistic blanks be 
adopted by Texas libraries. IVIir. Wycbe and Mr. Windsor urged the 
importance of the publication of a check list of Texas State publications 
by the Commission. 

At the third and last session, Tuesday afternoon, Mrs. M. C. Hous- 
ton, Vice-President, presided. Miss Bessie Snodgrass read a paper on 
"Story Telling in Kelation to Children's Work." After showing in a 
general way the value of the story hour, she outlined the work as it had 
developed in San Antonio. In the discussion that followed the present 
condition of such work in the other libraries represented was brought 
out. 

Miss Ideson being absent, her paper on "Adult Fiction for Children" 
was read by Miss Smith. In it was discussed the necessity of putting 
the best adult books into the han,d8 of boys and girls, and a comprehen- 
sive list of good fiction was submitted. An interesting discussion fol- 
lowed. Mrs. McKennon presented her work at Southwestern University 
in a very vivid manner, and in it were echoed the chief problems and 
JiflBculties of the college librarian. Mrs. Alexander stimulated a lively 
discussion of the most practical and helpful sort by her talk on the 
"Daily Eoutine of a Small Library." 

After hearing reports from committees ' and officers, the following 
officers for the ensuing year were elected: Benjamin Wyche, Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Angus Alexander, First Vice-President; Mrs. W. S. Banks, 
Second Vice-President; Miss Maud Smith, Secretary; Miss Gertrude 
Matthews, Treasurer. 

The following are the Library representatives in attendance: 

Austin : State Librar\% E. W. Winkler, Mrs. Laura V. Grinnan. 

University of Texas Library, P. L. Windsor, Miss K. 
Searcy, Miss G. Prather, Miss Maud Smith, Miss Edwin 
S. Goree. 

Cleburne: Carnegie Library, Miss Rebecca Royall. 

Corsicana: Carnegie Librar>% Mrs. M. C. Houston. 

Dallas: Dallas Public Library, Miss Bessie Stemmons. 

Georgetown: Southwestern L'niversity Library, Mrs. Margaret Mc- 
Kennon. 

San Antonio : Carnegie Library', Benjamin Wyche, Miss Bessie Snod- 
grass. 

San Marcos: Southwest Texas State Xormal School Library, Mrs. 
Lucy Burleson. 

Terrell: Carnegie Librar\% Mrs. Angus Alexander. 

Waco: Baylor University Library, Mrs. Edgar E. Witt. 



Waco Public Librar}% Miss Gertrude Matthews. 
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FEEE PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN TEXAS. 

ten years^ growth, 1899-1909. 

Benjamin Wyche, President Texas Library Association. 

In 1899 there were only two or three small free public Ubraries in the 
State* In 1909 the stotus of this class of libraries moy be summorized 
OS follows: 

Number of building (indtiding: 8 in eroup C)» 31; cost $764400. 

Number of books (27 libraries), 199^71. 

Number of borrowers (25 librories), 63,423* 

Books loaned for home use (25 librories), 630,973 (last 12 months). 

Receipts from taxes (16 libraries), $54,201 (lost 12 months). 

Receipts from other sources (26 libraries), $33,267 (lost 12 months). 

Total receipts (26 librories), $89,068 (last 12 months). 

Totol value of library property, exclusive of endowments, $1,267404* 

Endowments: Rosenbers:, $500,000; San Antonio, $10,000; Waxaha- 
chie, Sims, $33,00(^ Houston, $5,000; Totol, $548,000. 

According: to Collier's Weekly there are 27 Gimesfie buildings cost- 
ins: $574,200. Buildings from other sources 4. 

The figures here given, which have been revised since they were pre- 
sented at the Texas Library Association meeting at Austin in June, 
show in detail the wonderful development that has been made in the 
past ten years. Only free libraries are included in this list. There are 
several excellent small libraries in which fees or subscriptions are 
charged, and which will, no doubt, join the free list as soon as funds 
are available. 

It has been difficult to get accurate figures. Where no answers were 
received to requests for information, or where they were incomplete, 
careful, conservative estimates based on the Handbook of Texas Li- 
braries, numbers one and two, have been' made. 

Group A — Comprises libraries from which recent figures were had. 

Group B — Estimates based on latest available data. 

Group C — ^Towns which according to ColUeys Weekly, June 5, 1909, 
have received gifts from Mr. Carnegie. Proi)ably several of these have 
not complied with Mr. Carnegie's usual 10 per cent requirement. 
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StetlBtles of Free PubUc Libraries In Texas. 1909. 

GROUP A. 



Abilene, Camcftie 

BeltOD, Carnogie 

Brownwood, Carnegie. 

Cleburne, Camefpe 

Corsicana, Carnegie 

Dallas, Carnegie 

Ei Paao, Carnegie 

Fort Worth, Carnegie. . 
Galveston. Rosenberg.. 
Houston, Carnegie . . . . 

Jefferson, Carnegie 

San .Antonio. Carnegie 

Terrell, Camejpe 

Tyler, Carne^ 

Waco, Carnegie 

Waxahachie, Sims 




1909 
1905 
1905 
I9a5 
1906 
1901 
1900 
1901 
1904 
1904 
1906 
1903 
1904 
1899 
1904 
1905 



$17,500 
10.000 
15,000 
20,000 
25.000 
50,000 
40.000 
foO.OOO 
155.000 
50.000 
10,000 
70.000 
10.000 
15.000 
30.000 
25.000 



il 



2,300 

2,225 

5,000 

3.536 

5.297 

25,000 

7.145 

16.898 

34.338 

26,033 

1,000 

21.648 

3.548 

5,803 

10.129 

5.124 



1,167 
2,400 
2.592 
3,460 
'9.000 
■4.500 
7 '-' 
♦6.000 
6.376 

175 
6.818 
'1,600 
1,811 
5,151 

417 



Jit 



II 

so 



♦3.500 
6,000 



17.305 
36.256 
85,176 
54.881 
61,287 
68,546 
87.451 



76,621 
14,492 
24,316 
41.914 
7.498 






•800 
600 
2.300 
2,317 
7.200 
6.000 
6.000 



8,500 



10.334 
1.000 
1,800 
3,000 



1^ 



I 200 

•200 
900 
215 

1,446 

1,669 
♦350 

1.310 

♦20,000 

919 

50 

1,209 
753 
341 
705 



•s 



I 200 

•1,000 
1,500 
2,515 
3.763 
8.869 
6.350 
7.310 
♦20.000 
9.419 
50 

11,543 
1.753 
2.141 
3.705 

•1,600 



J 

M 

eg 

> 



S 1,200 

2,540 

6.000 

3.500 

6.500 

25.000 

•8,000 

17,764 

50.000 

15,000 

♦1.500 

18.000 

3.000 

7.000 

12.500 

♦5.000 



( 24.000 

14,540 

33.500 

35.100 

41.500 

150,000 

♦60.000 

117.764 

♦225,000 

100.000 

♦15.000 

115.000 

•15.000 

28.000 

50.000 

♦40,000 



GROUP b. 



Bastrop, PubUc 


1900 




2,000 




1,500 





100 


100 


600 


750 


Brenham, Public 


1901 




3.000 


200 


1.500 




200 


200 


1.500 


1,700 


Bryan, Cynegie 


1902 


10,000 


2.200 


400 


1,500 


1.000 


100 


1.100 


1,200 


17.500 


aarksville, Carnegie. . 


1905 


10.000 


1.500 


600 


4.000 


1,000 


200 


1.200 


1,200 


13,000 


Greenville, Carnegie,. . 


I9U3 


15,000 


3.500 


1.200 


16,750 


1.500 


150 


1.650 


2.750 


20.000 


Harrisburg. Public. . . 


1906 




1.000 


200 


1.200 




250 


250 


700 


800 


Llano, Clopton Public 
Lockhart, Eug. Clarke. 


1904 




500 


60 


2,500 




125 


125 


350 


450 


1899 


8,000 


3,300 


375 


2,000 




375 


375 


2,500 


12,000 


McGregor. Public 


1902 


600 


2,000 


400 


8.000 


50 


1.200 


1.250 


1,200 


2.000 


Pittsburg, Carnegie... 


1902 


3.000 
15,000 
















3.500 


Temple, Carnegie 


4,500 


800 


6.000 


800 


150 


950 


3.000 


20.000 


Wharton, Public 


1905 




847 


75 


780 




150 


150 


450 


1,000 


S librariea, Group C . . . 




110.000 
















110.000 






. 














Totala 


1764,100 


199,371 


63,423 


630.973 


154,201 


$33,2d7 


$89,068 


$197,954 


$1,267,104 







GROUP C. 

The following towns are Teported in Collier's Weekly of June 5, as having re- 
ceived buildings from Mr. Carnegie. An estimate is given of the amount allotted 
to each. Probably none of them have yet occupied their buildings, while some 
may not have begim to build: Ballinger, $10,000; Beaumont, $30,000; Denton, 
$10,000; Nacogdoches, $10,000; Denison, $15,000; Paris, $15,000; Stamford, 
$10,000; Winnsboro, $10,000. 

•Estimated. 

t Ineloding furniture 
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NEWS XOTES OF TEXAS LIBRARIES. 

Abilene. With an elaborate and in- University of Texas Library, assumed 

teresting program the formal opening of charge about September 20th. 
the Carnegie Library took place here This year, as last, the University of 

last night at 8:30 o'clock [July 7] Texaa Library has been urged to eive 

. '. . Mrs. Sherbino made the speech practical instruction to at least a lim- 

of presentation. Other speakers on the jted number in the essentials of library 

program were Mayor E. N. Kirby, Judge work. But it continues to be an im- 

Henry Sayles and Mr. Coulter. . . . possibility. Until the Library is 

— Dallas News, July 9, 1909. granted a larger staff and more com- 

AmariUo. The ladies of Amarillo an» niodious quarters there will be neither 

planning to enlarge greatly their public ti^e nor room to conduct such a claas. 

library, which at present wntains some- Therefore those who wish training In 

thing over 2000 volumes. They are am- Hbrary science will be compelled to seek 

bitious to establish a libtary that wiU »^ in the established library schools of 

be the leading library in the Panhandle. *"1 North. „,, ^.. „ ^ .. 

^ ^ City of Austin. The City Federation 

Austin. State Libraby. The State of Women's Clubs is agitating the sub- 

Library passed under control of the ject of a public library for Austin. 

Texas Library and Historical Commis- Austin is conspicuous among Texas 

sion on March 30, 1909. cities in not having a free public li- 

Under the provisions of an act of the brary. As the city makes use of every 

Thirty-first Legislature Governor Camp- opportunity to boast of its educatk)nal 

bell purchased the Lamar Papers, and facilities— chiefly the State Institutions 

they are now in the custody of the State located here— it is time that something 

Library. As there -is no place for safe- \^ done by the city to make good its 

keeping of these valuable historic papers claims. The establishment of a good 

in the room occupied by the State Li- f^ee public library would be a long step 

brary, nothing has been done toward ar- i^ that direction, 
ranging and classifying them. This ob- 
stacle will be removed when the shelv- Canyon City. At present the Wom- 

ing which has been ordered is installed, an's Book Club consists of about 40 

The State Library is looking forward women who are trying to start a public 
to a period of relief from the dreadfully library. We have about 250 books, 
crowded condition in which it has suf- . , , ^hjch are paid for with mem- 
fered for many years. The store room bership dues. We have a room in the 
has been furnished with an additional courthouse in which to meet and keep 
1365 feet of shelving. This will fa<?ili- q^^ books. Persons who are not mem- 
tate the handling of government docn- bers of the club can get books by buy- 
meuU and duplicates. Shelving for the ing a library ticket for $1.50, which en- 
current files of 280 Texas county and ^jtles them to the use of the bpoks for 
local newspapers has been constructed. ^^^ year. The ladies act in turn as 
An order for 3195 feet of standard metal librarians, which is the best we can do 
shelving has been placed with the Snead at present.— Extract from letter. 
& Co. Iron Works. This shelving is to 
be in place by Christmas. Coleman. Wednesday afternoon [July 

An important recent addition to the 7th] witnessed the gathering of the 
State Library is a complete set of the friends of the library for the cere- 
Publications of the Hakluyt Society: monies of the dedication, and laying the 
First Series, 100 v., Second Series, 18 v. cornerstone. L. E. Collins was the 

The original manuscript diary of principal speaker.— Dai/as Vews, July 

Ander'3on Hutchinson, extending from \\ j^qq 
Septemer 5, 1842, to July 10, 1843, wns ' ' * 

recently purcha^. Judge Hutchinson College Station. The Library of the 

waa holding court in San Antonio in ^ ^ ^^„ ^^ Texas is sadly. in 

September, 1842 when General Adrian „^^ ^^ , y^^ y^^^ ^^^ funds al- 

Woll surprised the town and earned 55 ,^^,^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^.^^ ^^ the Leg- 

of the Texans captive to Mexico. Judge j^^^^^^^- ^^^ inadequate. No library 

Hutchinson was one of the captives and appropriation has beVn made for this in- 

the diary records the events of his im- .^/tution for several years. The Thir- 

prisonment. ty-first Legislature set apart $600 per 

Univebsity op Texas Libraby. Mr. year, which is much too small for the 

N. L. Goodrich, the new librarian of the needs of the institution. There are 
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6000 or 7000 books in the library, but The University is investing available 

raany of these are government publica- funds in bound magazines rather than 

tions which while valuable did not cost books, and has recently received ship* 

the State a cent, while the volumes on raents of North American Review, Lit- 

art, philosophy, science, etc., are all teWa Living Age, and Century, thus 

old, with nothing recent for reference, completing the files of these magazines 

and the fiction is a mere handful, with to date. 

none of the late publications. 4t is un- 4 , . 

derstood that the members of the . Houston. A storyhour m celebra- 

Alumni Association of the College, resi- f»on of Eugene Field's birthday was 

dent in Harris county, have appointed ^^^^^, a^ . tne Houston Lyceum and Car- 

a committee to see what can be done jegie Library September Ist. Hereto- 

toward helping the library. The li- ^^re no story-hour has been attempted 

brary of the College is now in charge ^f-^^P} ^^^^ing the school season, but 

of James Hays Quarles, for many years *»« large attendance proved that the 

a newspaper man in the State. children are as ready to come in sum- 
mer as in the winter. 

Dallas. One of the most interesting Mr. Judd Mortimer Lewis had charge 
and complete collections of curios from of the story. He related the principal 
the Philippine Islands is that given to facts of Field's life and anecdotes con- 
the Public Library by Capt. E. A. nected with it. Then he read a num- 
Stuart, U. S. A., and now adorning the ber of the most popular poems of child- 
walls of the children's room at the li- life. This was to have concluded the 
brary. The collection includes practi program but the demand for more was 
cally the full list of Philippine knives so great that it was necessary to tell a 
and bolos. — Dallas yews, July 11, 1909. fairy story before concluding. 

The attendance was fully three hun- 

Fort Worth. Carneoie Pubuc Li- dred and the story was held in the 
BRABY. The library was equipped with Sunday School rooms of the Firsl Pres- 
electric fans this spring and the fex- byterian Church next door to the li- 
periment tried of keeping open even- brary, as the library club room was not 
ings during the summer months. Each la^gg enough to hold all who came, 
evening the library was filled with read- 
ers and the trustees have decided to Huntsville. The Peabody Memorial 
keep the library open from 9 a. m. to Library of the Sam Houston Normal 
9 p. m. throughout the year, with the Institute is a brick building erected in 
exception of Sundays and holidays, 1902 at cost of $12,000. The building 
when the library is open from 2 p. m. is in the form of a cross 65x85 feet; 
to 6 p. m. contains a cellar for heating apparatus. 

The trustees of the library are plan- a book room 30x35 feet, a reading 

ning to establish on Januarv Ist three ^<^^ 25x60 feet, an office room 17x22 

stations in remote sections of the citv. ^^^t* ^ cloak room, hallway and porch. 

The clubs of the citv that have met I^ is a handsome structure, and specifi- 

in the art and class rooms of the li- ^a^^.v designed for the purpose for which 

brary will vacate their rooms on No- it is used. It now contains 27,000 

vember 1st, when the trustees will be- volumes, of which 10,000 are text-books, 

gin a vigorous campaign for an art It is open ten hours each week day not 

museum for Fort Worth. Several ex- a holiday. The reading room, which 

hibitions will be held during the win- contains a fine collection of reference 

ter and spring and a series of lectures books, is especially valuable to students 

on art will be given. ^vho desire an opportunity for reading 

Harriet Mills, children's librarian, and research work. The best periodi- 

has tendered her resignation, to take cals are taken and are accessible dur- 

eflfect November 1st. ing library hours. A collection of 

quaint old books relating to early days 

Georgetown. The librarian of South- in Texas, numerous relics of General 

western University is very busy these Sam Houston, generously donated by his 

days. She is initiating students as children, among them the leopard skin 

helpers and they are learning faster vest which he wore in the halls of Con- 

than she at first hoped for, and sHe gress, his crutch used after San Ja- 

thinks everything will soon be running ointo and personal letters in the cour- 

like well-oiled machinery. Already she teous style of long ago, are among the 

leaves the loan desk, with its reserved treasures of this library, 

books, etc., to students, who manage it The reading room -with its arched 

w^ithout mistakes. metal ceiling, curved and ornamented in 
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graceful designs, is especially beautiful. 
It contains the busts of a number of 
distinguished literary men and one of 
General Sam Houston. The students of 
1902 presented stained glass windows, 
each of which bears the name of some 
American author. These, with other 
features, make it one of the most at- 
tractive rooms in the State. 

Kingsyille. The Women's Literary 
Club of Kingsyille is working for a 
public library. At a meeting held Octo- 
ber 18th a comn.it tee on ways and 
means was appointed and a thorough 
canvass of the town for money and 
books will be made. 

Navasota. The town of Kavasota is 
planning the opening of a free library. 

Port Arthur. Port Arthur is build- 
ing a $20,000 Carnegie Library. 

San Antonio. Volume 3, No. 7, 32 
pages, of the Monthly Bulletin of the 
Carnegie Library, has just been issued. 
This is the third annual summary num- 
ber, and contains a full report of the 
progress of the library for the past 
year and a list of the books added. It 
is published without cost to the library 
through advertisements, and Librarian 
Wyche reports that it is proving a good 
method of advertising the resources of 
the library. 

The following lectures are being ar- 
ranged for : Decembec, illustrated lec- 
ture on the Passion Play by H. H. Pow- 
ers, of Boston; February and March, 
Toyokichi lyenaga, of the University of 
Chicago, six illustrated lectures on 
Oriental Capitals. Dr. lyenaga will 
also lecture in Galveston and other 
points, making weekly visits to each 
lecture center. Those desiring to ar- 
range for lectures should address Mr. 
Frank C. Patten, at Galveston, Chair- 
man Lecture Con^mittee, Texas Library 
Association. 

The collection of public documents 
formerly shelved in the stack room has 
been transferred to the south gallery, 
where it will be kept in the future. 
The stack room will be used as a maga- 
zine reference room, and affords ample 
space for the large collection of Poole 
sets which the library contains. The 
following additional sets have recently 
been acquired: Fortnightly RemeWf 72 
v.; Antiquarian^ 30 v.; Political 
Science Quarterly, 16 v.; Quarterly 
Journal of Economics j 18 v. 

The fee of 2 cents a day or 10 cents 
a week that has heretofore been exacted 
of transients in the city, has been abol- 



ished, and now the use of the library 
will be free to visitors. 

San Biarcos. The Southwest Texas 
State Normal School of San Marcos re- 
joices in the fact that it is to have for 
the accommodation and convenience of 
its student body a commodious new li- 
brary building. An appropriation of 
$15,000 was made by the Thirty-first 
Legislature for this purpose, and the 
building is now in process of erection. 

Sherman. The history of Austin Col- 
lege Tuibrary is coincident with the his- 
tory of the College. The very opening 
of the College doors in 1850 was a call 
for a library. In the earlier years the 
increase of the library was the result 
of donations. After the College was re^ 
moved from Huntsville to Sherman, and 
the present substantial building erected 
with library and reading rooms, a fee 
for library purposes was exacted of 
each matriculate of the College. Year 
by year improvements have been made, 
the additions to the library judiciously 
selected, with special reference to dic- 
tionaries, encyclopedias, books of refer- 
ence, and the like. Beginning with this 
year, an effort will be made to increase 
the number of books relating to the his- 
tory of Texas. 

At the June meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the College, provision was 
made for extending the time during 
which the library is to be kept open 
from one hour to five hours each 
day. It is believed that this exten- 
sion of time will result in a much 
larger number of students taking ad- 
vantage of the library than heretofore. 
The reading room is supplied with a 
large number of magazines, the most 
important of which are bound annually. 
From these volumes the members of the 
two literary societies derive a great 
deal of assistance in their society work. 

The College has never been able to 
employ a man who shall devote his 
whole time to the library. The system 
which is in use at present is to give 
two students their tuition and fees in 
return for serving as attendants. Some 
member of the Faculty has general over- 
sight of the library. This method, 
while not entirely satisfactory, is yet 
the best that can be devised with pres- 
ent facilities. Unfortunately, the books 
of the library have never been cata- 
logued in an up-to-date manner. It is 
hoped that this drawbadc can be reme- 
died before a great while. 

Sulphur Springs. Mayor R. B. Keas- 
ler is in receipt of a telegram from 
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Edward Tilton, of New York, saying a The Tyler library lia^ a considerable 
cable had been received from Andrew circulation throughout Smith county by 
Carnegie approving the plans for the means of the school teachers. Dupli- 
Carnegie library at this place and they cate magazines, worn books, and good 
might proceed with the building at once, books given to this library, but which 
^Dallas Ne%c8, August 20, 1909. are not needed for its own use, have 

TerrelL On April 15, 1903, the city ^en sent out into the rural districts 
council and the Board of Trustees met »nd distributed by the teachers. Many 
in joint session to form plans of locat- rural teachers hold cards in this library 
ing and to make final arrangements ^^^ ^^^ out to their schools many 
for the erection of the handsome build- I'Ooks needed in their work. The 
ing that now stands in a most desir- numerous requests for our old and dis- 



carded volumes prove the need of a 
traveling library system in Texas. 

Waco. Batlob Univebsitt Libbabt. 
Staff: Mrs. Edgar E. Witt, Li- 
brarian; Miss Zonetta Daniel, Assist- 



able part of the town. 

On March 16, 1904, the Carnegie Pub- 
lic Library was formally opened with 
1200 volumes and a number of unbound 
magazines. The entire building was 
well furnished with tables, chairs, 

shelving, periodical racks, newspaper »°^> Tonr Ponton Cobb, Assistant; C. S. 
racks; in fact, the adult and juvenile ^cDonald, Head of the Unbound Maga- 
reading rooms were made most attrac- zines; John Fouts, Manager of Bindery; 
tive and librarian's office well appointed. <^* K* Strecker, Accession Department. 
The reference room made a good show- The Librarian has each year an aver- 
^' age of 26 students (sons and daughters 

Today we have 3808 volumes, over of ministers) who are given their tui- 
two thousand magazines, of these 150 tion for an hour's work a day. * These 
are bound. Fifty-odd periodicals and students stay at the loan desk most of 
newspapers are to be found in the read- the time. 

ing room. The registrations numbered The Library has almost 30,000 voi- 
3000. umes, including 5000 goverment docu- 

Much pride is manifested by the citi- ments; 10,000 pamphlets and about 2000 
zcns in the welfare of the library, and bound periodicals. The Library has 
the City Federation of Women's Clubs over 100,000 unbound magazines and as 
makes the library its first thought and many of these are duplicates, we are 
care* willing to exchange or sell. 

The library staff consists of the li- The Library room is well arranged 
rarian and a janitor; an assistant li- for ventilation and light and space, 
brarian is granted during the summer The stacks are open for use of the stu- 
months through the efforts of the cluo dents, 
women. Waco Pubuc Libbabt. During the 

I trust it is only a question of a summer the librarian attended the 
short time when the State of Texas S®^J^^°?^ ^^ t*^® library section of the 
will support a fiourishing Library Com- ■^' ^' ^- ^^ Denver, and visited twenty 
mission. ... The Texas libraries ®^ ^^^ libraries through the West, 
will then take their deserved place ^isa Maude Melear of the library 
alongside of the grand public school f^a^ w conductmg the children's story- 
system of the State. ^^^ ^^^ year and is telhng the old 

Greek stories arranged by the Carnegie 

Tyler. The public library at Tyler Library of Pittsburg, 
will have occupied its Carnegie build- A local history club will be organized 
ing five years in November. The Board for the older children to interest them 
of Trustees are preparing a suitable in the history of the town and incident - 
program to celebrate this fifth anniver- ally to collect data for local history, 
sary. The library has grown slowly The Waco Art League donated two 
but steadily since 1904. There are now lamp posts for the front of the library 
7000 volumes on its shelves, while the building; these will add much to its 
number of borrowers has increased from beauty and contribute to the conveni- 
600 in 1904 to nearly 2000 at the pres- ence of its patrons, 
ent time. A Chautauqua shelf has been installed 

The Mary Tyler Chapter of the D. A. on which are kept the books selected 
R. has presented to the library its for study by the C. L. 8. C, copies of 
genealogical collection and it is aimed the Chautawjuuin, and all the books in 
to make this the b^inning of a valu- the library suggested as supplementary 
able genealogical collection. reading for this year's course. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



—12— 

Wazahachie. During July and Au- in the C. L. 8. C. course for 1909-10, 

gust the circulation of the Sims Li- including the Chautauquan magazine, 
brary reached its highest mark. Our collection of bound periodieabi 

Mr. T. A. Ferris, of Waxahachie, has has recently been increased by thirty 

presented to the library the books used volumes. 

TEXAS DOCUMENTS. 

COMPILED BY THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY. 

The following is a complete list of the Texas documents for the 
biennium ending August 31, 1908. As a rule the reports are biennial. 
In some cases they are annual, and printed either biennially or for the 
year immediately preceding the meeting of the Legislature only. The 
reports of the Comptroller, Insurance Commissioner, Railroad Commis- 
sion and Tax Commissioner are published annually. Libraries may 
obtain copies of these documents from the State Library. 

Those publications in this list preceded by an asterisk (*), while 
printed at the public expense, do not belong to the documents described 
above.- They are printed for the department or institution issuing tliem, 
and application for them should be addressed to such department or in- 
stitution. . 

Much valuable information is found in the documents and other 
publications. With few exceptions, the number of copies printed of 
each is very small. 

Adjutant General's Department. Blind, Texas School For. 

Biennial Report. Dated December 1, Fifty-first Annual Report of the Su- 

1908. Pp. 318. jierintendent. Dated August 31, 1908. 

•General Orders. Issued occasionally. Pp. 32. 

•Circulars. Issued occasionally. •Annual Catalogue. 

Agriculture, Commissioner of. « , . 

First Annual Report. Dated August Banking. Commissioner of Insurance 

31, 1908. Pp. 24. a»d- 

•Bulletins, 1-9. 1-6 issued quarterly; Second Biennial Report. Dated . 

beginning with No. 7 the Bulletin is Pp. 698. 

issued bimonthly. 'List of Texas State Banks and 

•Circulars. Issued occasionally. Bank and Trust Companies to and in- 
Agricultural and Mechanical College. eluding June 21, 1909. Pp. 19. 

Biennial Report of the Board of Di- •State Banking Laws; Digest 1909. 

rectors. Dated November 30, 1908. Pp. Pp. 72. 
80. 

•Annual catalogue. Comptroller of Public Accounts. 

•Bulletins of the Texas Agricultural Annual Report. Dated December 1, 

Experiment Stations. Issued occasion- 1908. Pp. 148. 

ally- •Abstract of land titles. Issued an- 

Attomey General's Office. nually. 

[Biennial] Report and Opinions, p^^^^^,.*^ xi/»«^ 

Dated May 1, 1909/ Pp. 772. Confederate Home. 

•Briefs. Issued for use of the Attor- Biennml Report of the Board of Man- 

ney Oneral. ^^^' ^^^^^ August 31, 1908. Pp. lo. 

Audit, Organization and Methods. Dairy and Food Commissioner. 

•Report. Dated January 22, 1909. First Annual Report. Dated August 
Pp. 186. 31. 1908. Pp. 98. 
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Deaf and Dumb, Texas School for. 

Fifty-second Annual Report, 1908. 
Dated August 31, 1908. Pp. 30. 

Deaf, Dumb and Blind (Colored), Insti- 
tute For. 
Twenty -first Annual Report of the 

Board and Superintendent. Dated 

Pp. 30. 

Education, Department of. 

Sixteenth Biennial Report of the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. Dated November 2< 1908. Pp. 
608. 

*0ircu]ar8. Issued occasionally. 

* School Laws. Issued biennially. 

Epileptic Colony. 

Fifth Annual Report of the Superin- 
tendent and Board of Managers. Dated 
September 1, 1908. Pp. 17. 

Fish and Oyster Commissioner. 

Annual Report. Dated September 15, 
1908. Pp. — 

*Game Laws. 

Health, Texas State Board of. 

Biennial Report. Dated September 1, 
1908. Pp. 35. 

^Bulletin. Issued monthly. 

Industrial Arts, College of. 

Third Biennial Report of the Regents. 
Dated November 16, 1908. Pp. 32. 

•Bulletin. Issued quarterly. 

Insurance, Commissioner of Insurance 
and Banking. 

Thirty -third Annual Report. Dated 
. Pp. 152. 

•[List ofl Insurance Companies 
. . . authorized to transact business 
in Texas during the year 1909. . . . 
Dated June 10, 1909. Pp. 19. 

•Exhibit of the amount of insurance 
written, premiums received, losses in- 
curred, losses paid, etc. ... for 
the year ending December 31, 1908. 
Dated June 5 1909. Pp. 172. 

•Insurance Laws, State of Texas, Di- 
gest of 1909. Pp. 143. 

Land Office, General. 

Biennial Report of the Commissioner. 
Dated September 1, 1908. Pp. 24. 

•Lists of land for sale. Issued occa- 
sionally. 

Live Stock Sanitary Commission. 

Report for the year ending Septem- 
ber 30, 1908. Dated October 12, 1908. 
Pp. 8. 

Lunatic Asylum, State. 
Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh An- 



nual Reports of the Superintendent. 
Dated September 1, 1908. Pp. 47. 

North Texas Hospital for the Insane. 

Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth An- 
nual Reports of the Board of Managers 
and Superintendent. Dated November 
2, 1908. Pp. 60. 

North Texas State Normal College. 
•Annual Catalogue. 

Legislature of the State of Texas. 

•Legislative Manual. One copy for 
each member and officer. 

•Journal of the House of Represent- 
atives. 

•Journal of the Senate. 

Oiphan Home, State. 

Biennial Report of the Board of Trus- 
tees and Superintendent. Dated Sep- 
tember 1, 1908. Pp. 32. 

Penitentiaries, Texas State. 

Biennial Report of the Commission- 
ers, Superintendent, Financial Agent 
and Subordinate Officers. Dated Sep- 
tem1)er 1, 1908. Pp. 117. 

Prairie View Normal and Industrial 
College. 

Biennial Report. Dated . Pp. 21. 

•Annual Catalogue. 

Public Buildings and Grounds, Superin- 
tendent of. 
Biennial Report. Dated November 1, 
1908. Pp. 37. 

Purchasing Agent, State. 

Ninth Annual Report. Dated August 
31, 1908. Pp. 45. 

•Lists of supplies needed. 

•Annual statement of awards. 

Railroad Commission. 

Seventeenth Annual Report. Dated 
October 31, 1908. Pp. 536. 

•Commodity tariffs. 

Revenue Agent, State. 

Biennial Report. Dated December 1, 
1908. Pp. 32. 

Sam Houston Normal Institute. 
•Annual Catalogue. 

Southwestern Insane AsyluuL 

Biennial Report of the Board of Man- 
agers and Superintendent. Dated Octo- 
ber 1, 1908. Pp. 58. 

Southwest Texas State Normal School. 
•Annual Catalogue. 

Secretary of State. 

Biennial Report. Dated , Pp. 

120. 
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Supplemental Biennial Report. Dated Tax Commissioner. 

January 20, 1909 Pp. 217. Third Annual Report. Dated Novem- 

•Proclamations by the Governor. ber 16, 1908. Pp. 115. 
•General laws enacted by the Legis- 

^.y** , , _, , , ^ ^ ^ Treasurer of the SUte of Texas. 

thi'rii^sL'^' "^"^ '"^ '^' ^-1 ^po^- ^^ — ^- 35. 

SUte Library. Uniyersity of Texas. 

Thirty-third Annual Report of the Thirteenth Biennial Report of the 

Commissioner of Insurance and Bank- ^^^d of Regents. Dated September 16, 

ing. Part II. Pertaining to Library l^^- Pp- 174. 

and History. Dated December 16, 1908. •Bulletin of the University of Texas. 

Pp. 16. Issued semi-monthly." 

TEXAS CURRENT EVENTS INDEX. 

No. 1. Third Quarter, 1909. 

COMPILED BY TEXAS STATE LIBRARY. 

The dates given indicate time of occurrence. Months .are ab- 
breviated as follows: July — Jl, August — A^, September — S. 

Abstracters. Commissioner of Labor. 

State association met at Galveston, Joseph S. Myers appointed, Ag 12. 

Aff 2. 

^ Confederate Soldiers. 

Alamo. Green's Brigade met at Wharton, 

Signs removed from property, Jl 30. Je 22. 

, Hood's Brigade met at Jefferson, 

AUen, W. J. je 25. 

Dies, S 22. Monument unveiled at Tyler, Jl 6. 

A««i.5« Monument cornerstone laid at Gon- 

^^*^"^* zalea Tl 21 

Supreme CJourt sustains city m levy- '^'"» *" *•*• 

ing a pro rata assessment against prop- Coppini, Pompeo. 

erty for street paving purposes, Je 23. Awarded contract to erect Sam Hous- 

Bailev T W *^" Memorial at Huntsville, Ag 17. 

Speaks at 'Dallas, S 18; at Houston, , Awarded contract to erect monument 

g 21 ^^ Texan heroes at Gonzales, S 27. 

Bar Association. Cotton. 

State association met at Austin, Jl 6. First bale of season at Mercedes, 

Je 24. 
Brick. 

Manufacturers met at Houston, Jl 19. Cotton CamivaL 

Brownsville. ^P^"^^ *^ Galveston, Ag 2. 

Region threatened by floods, Jl 9 Cotton Rates. 
and S 4. Hearing on reduction of rates on cot- 
Bryan W. J. ^^^ before Railroad Commission, Ag 10. 

Speaks at Dallas, S 14; at El Paso, county Judges. 

State association met at Beaumont, 

Castles, John W, Ag 5. 

^^®' ® ^^- County School Superintendents. 

Cattlemen. State association met at Austin, 

Meet at Midland, Ag 28. Jl 26. 

Chenoweth, J. Q. Dale, L. A. 

Dies, Je 20. Becomes Assistant Attorney General, 

Citrus Fruit. '^^ ^^• 

Investigation by H. H. Hume begins Dean, John M. 

at Beaumont, S 27. Dies, Ag 20. 
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Dental Examiners. 
Board of, appointed by Governor, S 17. 

Dickson, Joseph M. 
Dies, S 11. 

District Clerks. 

State association met at Houston, 
Ag 3. 

Drainage Commissioner. 
Arthur Stiles appointed, Jl 2. 

Dry Farming Congress. 
Met at Alpine, S 1. 

Farmers' Congress. 
Met at College Station, Jl 27. 

Farmers' Union. 

Texas Division met at Galveston, 
Ag 3. 

Finley, N. /W. 
Dies, S 23. 

Fire Rating Boatd. 

Appointed by Governor, S 15. 

Fulmore, Mrs. 2. T. 
Dies, S 26. 

Gaddis, E. F. 
Dies, S 4. 

Galveston. 

Storm, Jl 21. 

Contract for construction of causeway 
let, Jl 5; work began, S 28. 

Giesen, August. 
Dies, Jl 14. 

Giesen, Wm. 
Dies, Ag 13. 

Harrington, H. H. 
On agricultural stations, Jl 18. 

Hogsett, J. Y. 
Dies, S 12. 

Juveniles, State Institution For. 

Board appointed by Governor, Ag 21. 

Law Codifiers. 

Board appointed by Governor, Je 22. 

Lamar Papers. 

Purchased by State, Jl 20. 

Leddy, C. A. 

Becomes Assistant Attorney General, 
Jl 1. 

Levy, Hyman. 
Dies, Jl 6. 

Libraries. 

Abilene Carnegie Library opened, Jl 7. 



Cornerstone of public library laid in 
Coleman, Jl 7. 

Love, T. B. 

Addresses Trans-Mississippi Commer- 
cial Congress at Denver, Ag 18; and 
the National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners at Colorado Sprinffs. 
Ag25. *^ *^' 

Lovett, R. S. 

Elected chairman of Union Pacific 
Executive Committee, S 13. 

Ludwig, Edmund. 
Dies, Ap 16. 

McCaU, John D. 
Dies, Je 21. 

Mayors. 

State association met at San Anirelo, 
Jl 20. -*^ ' 

Menard, Alfred B. 
Dies, S 22. 

Meriwether, Geo. K. 
Dies, S 22. 

Mexican Revolutionists. 
Arrested at San Antonio, Ag 11. 

Milner, R. T. 

Addresses Farmers' Congress, Jl 27. 

Mining Board. 

Appointed by Governor, Ae 26 and 
S 20. 

Elect S. J. Taylor mine inspectol'. 

Musicians. 

State federation met at Galveston, 
Ag2. 

Nurses. 

State board appointed by Governor, 
Je 24. 

Padre Island. 
Stonr, Je 30. 

Penitentiary. 

Investigating committee met at Aus- 
tin, Jl 15; at Huntsville, Jl 20. 

Penn, R. L. 
Dies, S 4. 

Pharmacy. 

State board appointed by Governor, 

Ag 7. 

Postmasters. 

State association met at Waco, Ag 10. 

Printers' Union. 
Met at Dallas, Ag 10. 
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Pryor, Ike T. 

Elected president of Trans -Mississippi 
Gommercdal Congress, Ag 20. 

Rangers. 

Visit Galveston, Ag 8; San Atnonio, 
Ag 12. 

Reagan, John B. 
Dies, S 24. 

Retail' Merchants. 

Met at Temple, Je 22. 

Rivers, Wm. HL 
Dies, Ag 25. 

Saunders, X. B. 
Dies, Jl 20. 

Saiir, C. P. 
Dies, Jl 6. 

Schools, Public 

Per capita apportionment made, Ag 
16. 

Sheriffs. 

Met at Galveston, Ag 3. 

Snodgrass, D. S. 
Dies, Ag 24. 

South Texas Gardeners. 
Met at Brownsville, Jl 22. 

Southwestern Uniyersity. 
Received gift of $25,000, Jl 8. 

Staacke, A. F. 
Dies, Jl 6. 

' Stenographers. 

Met at Fort Worth, Ag 27. 

Storey, L. J. 

Dies, Mr 28. 

Memorial by Railroad Commission, 
Jl 13. 

Summer Normal. 
Board of examiners announced, Jl 16. 
Board met at Austin, Jl 20. 

Tax. 

Houston tax muddle, Ag 14. 

Intangible tax asset law sustained by 
Supreme Court, Je 25. 

State rate fixed, Ag 16. 

Tax Collectors. 

Met at Galveston, Ag 3. 

Texas National Guard. 

Encampment opened at Camp Mabry, 
Jl 6. 

Govemofr's military staff appointed, 
Je 23. 

Townee, John C. 

Elected president of the American 
Association of Law Schools, Ag 27. 



Tyler. 

Home coming, Jl 5. 

Confederate monument unveiled, Jl 0. 

Uniyersity of Texas. 

Announces ready for extension work, 
Ag 1. 

Work begun on heating plant, 8 27. 

WaUace, H. H. 
Dies, S 13. 

Ward, Seth. 
Dies, S 20. 

Waters-Pierce Property. 
Court orders sale, S 24. 

Webb County. 

Courthouse dedicated, Jl 26. 

West Texas Normal SchooL 
Located at Canyon City, S 2. 

Whitworth, R. W. 
Dies, Jl 24. 

Williams, Eugene. 
Dies, S 21. 

Wjmne, R. M. 

Becomes superintendent of Confeder- 
ate Home, S 25. 

REMINDERS. 

Miss Agnes Edwards, Chairman of 
the Duplicate Exchange Committee of 
the Texas Library Association, has 
ready a list of duplicates from Te^tas 
libraries containing a number of desir- 
able titles. It will be sent to any li- 
brarian on request. 

The Treasurer of the Texas Library 
Association urges all members who 
have not yet done so to send in their 
dues for 1909-1910. 

A partial list of the Confederate mon- 
uments erected in Texas is printed in 
the Confederate Veteran^ October, 1900, 
page 508. 

Texas Diplomatic Correspondence, 
Part I. Dr. George P. Garrison, Pro- 
fessor of History in the University of 
Texas, Editor. This is the title of vol- 
ume 2 of the Annual Report of the 
American Historical Association for 
1U07, which has just been issued by the 
Government Printing Office, Washington. 
Price 75 cents, postpaid. 

Wanted — A copy of the Legislative 
Manual for 1907. Address State Li- 
brary. 

Books may be borrowed from the 
State Library by paying transportation 
charges. 
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NEW LIBRARY BUILDING FOR THE TTNIVERSITY OP TEXAS. 

N. L. GOODRICH. 

The cornerstone of the new library building for the University of 
Texas was laid November 2, with Masonic ceremonies and a speech 
by Governor Campbell. 

The building will cost complete something over $250,000, and 
every effort has been made to have it solid and honest in construc- 
tion, convenient, spacious, and comfortable, as well as architec- 
turally beautiful. It is built of brick entirely faced with cream-white 
limestone, with concrete piers and floors. The use of specially de- 
signed iron balconies and grills, and of polychrome terra-eotta will 
give a touch of ornament to the window and door openings, and 
a stone terrace and ballustrade will provide a fitting setting. 

The library covers about 120x43 feet, with an ell 77x60, and has 
two floors above the basement. The stack room is at the rear of 
the ell, high enough for seven levels. On the ground floor are four 
large rooms, likely to be used for a while as the administration offices 
of the University. On the main floor is the reading room, seating 
from 175 to 275 students, according to the arrangement adopted. 
Back of this are the cataloging room and delivery room, librarian's 
oflfice, and a floor of the stacks. Above the cataloging room and 
ofBce is a mezzanine floor for seminar rooms. Temporary seminar 
rooms will for the present take the place of the sixth and seventh 
levels of the stack. Below the cataloging room is another room 
for library purposes, and below that the unpacking room in the 
basement, all three connected by an automatic electric elevator, 
which opens also on each level of the stack. In the basement is a 
staff entrance and locker room. 

The building is provided with indirect heating and ventilation, 
vacuum cleaning installation, local telephone system, water cooling 
coil for drinking fountains, and other devices for the comfort of 
readers and staff. 
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TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

The eighth annual meeting of the Texas Library Association was 
held at the Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Library, May 3 and 4. 
The attendance, the interest, the program, and the social functions 
of this meeting were excellent. Chalmers Hadley, Secretary of the 
American Library Association, was present. Twelve libraries were 
represented. Twenty-five persons actively engaged in library work, 
several teachers and trustees and others took part in the discus- 
sions. May 5th was spent in a visit to the beautiful Rosenberg 
Library of Galveston. The officers elected for the ensuing year are : 
President, Miss Julia Ideson, Houston; 1st Vice-President, E. W. 
Winkler, State Librarian, Austin; 2nd Vice-President, Mrs. B. W. 
Lewis, Paris; Secretary, Mrs. M. C. Houston, Corsicana; Treasurer, 
Miss Irene D. Gallaway, Waxahachie. 

HOUSTON'S THANKSGIVING LIBRARY OFFERING. 

**In accordance with the custom in vogue in the city public schools 
for a number of years, the Thanksgiving offering for the school library 
will be made today by the children of the various schools. Eleven 
thousand circulars were distributed to the white children at the 
several buildings yesterday, and three thousand to the colored chil- 
dren. The collection is entirely voluntary and the student may give 
any amount he chooses, which usually ranges from 1 cent to $1. 
No names are to be signed in sending the offerings in, as the school 
authorities do not care to know who gives and who does not, and they 
do not desire that any child may feel humiliated if he should not be 
able to contribute anything or less than some of the others. 

**It is expected that the collection this year will amount to about 
$700. 

* **The money from the white schools will be used to purchase books 
for the school library. The funds given by every grade in the schools 
will be devoted to the purchase of books suitable for readers of that 
grade. The books are bought in sets of forty, and are shifted from 
one school to another, being handled from the Carnegie Library. 
These annual offerings by the school children have resulted in secur- 
ing a splendid amount of supplementary reading* for the various 
grades, and the call is always responded to liberally. This is the 
only collection taken in the schools during the entire year. 

**In the colored schools this year, contrary to the usual custom, the 
funds brought in from this source will not go toward the purchase 
of books, but instead toward securing a lot on which will be erected a 
library for the colored people of Houston. The building wiU be 
erected from the Carnegie library fund, in accordance with an offer 
made some time ago, provided a suitable lot should be secured." — 
Houston Post, November 23, 1910. 
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NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS LIBRARIES. 



Abilene. 

Cabnegie Public Libbaby. Miss Em- 
ma L Taylor, Librarian. Opened July 
19, 1909. Owns building valued at 
117,500. Statistics for year ending 
July 19, 1910. Contains 2718 volumes. 
Circulation, 18,430. Borrowers, 1100. 
Receives 22 magazines and 10 news- 
papers. Open 9 to 1 and 2 to 6:30; 
Sundays 3 to 6:30. Receipts, $2346. 
Total value of library, $20,500. 

The Federation Library turned over 
to the city council their lots, books 
and other property as a beginning for 
a Carnegie public library, and closed 
on July 1, 1909, having accomplished 
their purpose in helping to secure a 
public library for the people of Abi- 
lene. A children's story hour was ar- 
ranged for each Saturday during the 
winter. Six clubs meet each week in 
the Woman's Club room in the library. 

State Epileptic Colony. No libra- 
ry; receives 4 magazines and 10 news- 
papers. 

Austin. 

The movement for a city public li- 
brary, referred to in No. 1. is gaining 
some momentum. 

Confsdebate Home Libbabt. W. J. 
Howell, Librarian. Contains 1000 vol- 
umes; 30 added during year. Receives 
21 magazines and 38 newspapers. Open 
8 to 2 daily. 

State School fob the Blind. Li- 
brary contains about 2000 volumes 
printed in ink and 6000 volumes in 
raised type. A good library. It re- 
ceives aid from the Federal govern- 
ment. 

State Lunatic Astlum. Has no li- 
brary. 

Texas Deaf, Dumb and Blind Insti- 
tute FOB Colobed YotJTHs. No library; 
has only about 700 volumes in raised 
type. 

State School fob the Deaf. Estab- 
lished 1875. R. L. Davis. Librarian. 
Contains 3000 volumes; 75 added dur- 
ing year. Receives 20 magazines and 
76 newspapers. Open 4 hours a day. 
Income from State appropriation, $500. 
Spent for books, magazines and papers, 
$201.40. 

In a letter accompanying the above 
statistics, the Superintendent of the 
Scbool for the Deaf makes the follow- 
ing: statement, which is of general in- 
terest: 

"We have not as many valumes in 
OUT library as we ought to have, es- 
pecially for primary and intermediate 



children. A large number of the vol- 
umes are above the capacity of the 
average deaf child. They are almost 
ready to leave school before they have 
much language comprehension. 

"The item of $500 is appropriated 
for literature and school supplies, and 
out of this all school slates, tablets, 
pencils, etc., must come. A small part 
of this is used for literature for the 
reading room, and then If at the end 
of the year there is « small part left, 
that is used to purchase books for the 
library. 

"Taken as a class, I do not think 
that the deaf are as great readers as 
the average hearing child, chiefly for 
the reason that most books, even with 
simple stories, contain so many words 
and so much language that they do 
not understand that reading is a bur- 
den to them. Some deaf children. I 
believe, read more than hearing chil- 
dren read, but this is confined to too 
small a number, and it is usually con- 
fined to semi-mutes, those who once 
heard, and have a better comprehen- 
sion of language. In reading, however, 
the deaf do the best thing there Is for 
them to do. The greatest readers in 
our institution are alwa3rs those who 
make the greatest progress in lan- 
guage—the hardest thing we have to 
teach the deaf." 

State Libbabt. E. W. Winkler, Li- 
brarian. 

Legislative Reference Section.— Mr. 
John B. Kaiser of the New York State 
Library, Albany, N. Y., has been ap- 
pointed assistant State Librarian in 
charge of legislative reference work. 
Active work in this section was begun 
September 1st. Since that time the 
books on sociology and political sci- 
ence have been classified, labeled and 
shelf-listed. The collection of session 
laws and statutes has been invento- 
ried and listed; missing volumes of re- 
cent session laws and statutes were 
sought from the Secretaries of State 
of the various States; duplicates to 
the number of several hundred were 
removed from this collection and will 
be exchanged with one of the promi- 
nent law book firms for the latest com- 
pilations of statutes which the State 
Library now lacks and can not receive 
In exchange from other States. When 
this exchange is completed the library 
will posbess the latest statutes with 
session laws to date of thirty-seven 
States, in addition to the session laws 
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for a long series of years, bui wlthoat 
the latest compiled statutes of practi- 
cally all the remaining States and Ter- 
ritories. 

This library has a complete set of 
the Legislative Bulletins of the New 
York State Library, comprising an an- 
nual index to legislation, an annual di- 
gest of Governors' messages and an an- 
nual review of legislation. This set is 
of great value in all matters of legis- 
lative concern and should be of much 
service to lawyers and law-makers 
throughout the State. It dates from 
1890. 

Recent expenditures for books and 
periodicals have been made largely 
with a view to increasing the service- 
ability of this section of the library. 
The list of periodicals received is com 
paratlvely short, but aims to be repre- 
sentative. It includes literary, scien- 
tific economic, historical, political, 
legal and municipal journals and many 
of the popular general periodicals. 
About fifty insurance journals are 
turned over to the library by the State 
Insurance Commissioner. 

New books added to the library tend 
to make the collection of political sci- 
ence material representative of the 
best and latest thought on questions 
of current and increasing prominence. 
Some of the subjects covered are penal 
reform, employers* liability, labor, race 
question, immigration, industrial edu- 
cation, railroads, juvenile courts and 
allied subjects, socialism, woman's suf- 
frage, conservation, municipal govern- 
ment, political parties and citizenship. 

In addition to the Dooks on the 
shelves classified by the Decimal sys- 
tem, there has been started a vertical 
file of pamphlet literature. This most 
convenient and useful file is classified 
by the system in use in the vertical 
files of the New York State Legisla- 
tive Reference Section and applied to 
the annual reviews and digests of legis- 
lation to which reference was made 
above. 

Supreme Court Library. L. K. 
Smoot. Assistant Librarian, in charga 
Contains 15,000 volumes. Annual ap- 
propriation for books and binding. 
$1500. 

UNivERsrrY OF Texas Library. N. L. 
Goodrich, Librarian. Statistics for 
year ending August 31, 1910: Con- 
tains 62,681 volumes; C351 added dur- 
ing year. Lent for home use, 40,475. 
Receives 426 magazines and about 200 
newspapers. Annual expenditures: 
Salaries, $7385; books, periodicals and 



binding, $8540; for other purposes. 
$700; total, $16,625. 

Received following Important gifts: 
From H. P. Hilliard, $100 and 12 volu- 
umes; from George W. Brackenridge. 
$48; from Archer M. Huntington, 17 
volumes and 66 pamphlets. 

Beaumont. 

A movement has been inaugurated 
to secure a public library for Beau- 
mont. — Houston Post, June 6, 1910. 

Helton. 

Carnegie Public Library. Opened 
September 25. 1905. Miss Emma Lee. 
Librarian. Statistics for year ending 
October 1, 1910: Contains 2423 vol- 
umes; 124 added during year. Circula- 
tion, 4672; borrowers, 1269. ReceWeis 
7 magazines. Open 12 to 5. Annual 
income, $800. 

Brov nwood. 

Carnegie Library. Opened in 1905. 
Owns building valued at $15,000. Miss 
Pink Noel, Librarian. Statistics for 
year ending July 1. 1910: Contains 
5296 volumes; borrowers registered 
since opening, 4000. Annual receipts- 
Taxation, $600; other sources, $1000; 
total, $1600. 

Up to 1904 there had been no public 
library in Brownwood, except the small 
circulating libraries of poorly selected 
books sold as "libraries" by itinerant 
book agents, and left to gather dust in . 
the comer of some drug store. 

Mr. Will H. Mays interested himself 
in the matter of securing a library 
building, and obtained at first an offer 
of $10,000. Finding that this was not 
suflicient for the erection of such a 
building as was needed, an appeal was 
made for an additional $5000, and this 
was obtained. The amount of money 
required the first year was raised by 
private subscription, and on this sub- 
scription the city council undertook to 
make the required guarantee. The pri- 
vate subscription plan was kept up 
for three years and in addition to the 
amount raised in this way other sums 
were raised by lyceum entertainments, 
etc. The city council then made an 
appropriation to cover the salary of 
the librarian and janitor, and the other 
funds required have been raised as 
above stated. 

The library has grown steadily and 
won its way into the fttvor of the 
people. Its usefulness is limited only 
by its lack of funds with which to se- 
cure all the needed books. 
Bryan. 

Carnegie Public Library. Miss Ltly 
Wilson, Librarian. Opened October 
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10. 1903. Owns building valued at 
$10,000. Receives 22 magazines. Open 
9 to 12 and 2 to 6. The Woman's Club 
donated to the library a New Interna- 
tional Encyclopedia. 

C^lebume. 

Carnegie Ltbbary. Miss Rebecca 
Royall, Librarian. Opened May 25, 
1905. Owns building valued at $20,000. 
Statistics for year ending March 31, 
1910: Contains 4310 volumes; 827 
added during year. Circulation. 37,026. 
Borrowers, 2619. Receives 53 maga- 
zines and 11 newspapers. Open 9 to 
9; Sundays, 2 to 6. Annual receipts: 
Taxation, $2,776.25; other sources, 
$103.90; total. $28S2.15. Annual ex- 
penses: Salaries, $1074.30; books,- pe- 
riodicals and binding, $878.04; other 
expenses, $386.96; total, $2339.30. Es- 
timated value of library plant, $32,500. 

Extract, from librarian's letter of 
November 15th: 

"The extra open hours from 6 to 9 
p. m. have proved particularly accept- 
able to the patrons of the library. 
Bound files of the Dallas News and of 
two local papers, the Enterprise and 
the Morning Review; also bound files 
of Review of Reviews, North Amer, 
Review and Outlook from 1900 to date, 
and a complete file of the Quarterly 
of the Texas State Historical .Asso- 
ciation have been added during the 
summer. 

"Miss Grace Wood, night assistant, 
took a six weeks* course in library 
training at the Wisconsin Library 
School during the summer, and has 
been elected second assistant in this 
library." 

C^oleman. 

Coleman Piblic Library. Mrs. C. 
J. Dibrell. Librarian. Entered own 
building June. 1909. Owns building 
valued at $2600. This building was 
erected through the work of the club 
women of Coleman without outside 
help. The library is managed by the 
Self Culture Club. Membership dues 
are 51 a year, or a rent of 6 cents a 
week to users of books. Open Mondays 
and Thursdays. 4 to 6. Partial statis- 
tics for year ending September 30. 
1910: Contains 1460 volumes; 200 
added during year; circulation about 
3000; total expenditures about $200. 

College Station. 

A. Ik M. College Library. James 
Hays Quarles, Librarian. Contains 
about 7000 volumes. Receives 70 mag- 



azines and about 250 newspapers. The 
annual allowance for books Is $600. 
The library is located on the third 
floor of the main building, which is 
not a suitable place. Open 8:30 to &; 
Sundays, 2 to 4. 

Corpus Christi. 

"La Retama Library was opened 
May 4, 1909, with 355 volumes. We 
now (April 17) have 1003. We have a 
membership fee of $1.25 a year for 
adults, but no other charges. We are 
making our children's department ab- 
solutely free after May 5, 1910, by 
way of celebrating our anniversary." 

Corsicana. 

State Orphan Home. Miss Jessie 
Murphy, Librarian. Contains 732 vol- 
umes; no additions during year. Re- 
ceives 11 magazines and 5 newspapers. 
Library open 2 hours a week. Value 
of contents, $480. 

Carnegie Public Library. Mrs. M. 
C. Houston, Librarian. Opened Janu- 
ary 1, 1906. Owns building valued at 
$39,000. Statistics for year ending 
March 31, 1910: Contains 6070 vol- 
umes; 773 added during year; circu- 
lation, 39,525; borrowers, 3,921. Re- 
ceives 71 magazines and 3 newspapers. 
Open from 10 to 9. Annual expenses: 
Salaries, $1314; books, periodicals and 
binding, $792; other expenses, $870; 
total. $3257. Estimated value of li- 
brary plant, $49,500. 

Extracts from librarian's letter of 
October 14th: 

"The greatest increase in usefulness 
has been in the work with schools — 
largely to the abiding Interest of tha 
teachers in the city. Quite a little 
work with country schools has been* 
carried on through granting special 
privileges to teachers. 

"The library has been the recipient 
of many valuable gifts. Among them 
the following: Handsome Copley 
prints of John W. Alexander's Evolu- 
tion of the Book; eight foreign photo- 
graphs of famous paintings; a beauti- 
ful plaster cast of Andrea della Rob- 
bia's Bambino; the entire Fumesa' 
variorum edition of Shakespeare, as 
published; Moulton's Library of Liter- 
ary Criticism ; Warner's Library of the 
World's Best Literature; Library of 
Southern Literature; The South in the 
Building of the Nation, etc. 

"The trustees, librarian and staff 
are hopeful that the Texas Library As- 
sociation may meet '~ '^'^^Icana in 
1911." 
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Dallas Public Libbary. Miss Rosa 
M. Leeper, Librarian. Opened October 

29, 1901. Owns building valued at $50,- 
000. Statistics for year ending April 

30. 1910: Contains 28,119 volumes; 
3758 added during year; circulation, 
81,654; borrowers, 11.589. Receives 
250 magazines and 15 newsoaoers. 
Annual receipts: Taxes, $9000; rents, 
$606; other sources, $859; total. |10,- 
465. Annual expenses: Salaries, 
$4006; books, periodicals and binding, 
$3816; other expenses, $1626; total, 
$9448. Estimated value of library 
plant, $200,000. 

The following extract from the re- 
port of the Board of Trustees is note- 
worthy: 

"During the first seven years of its 
existence the library received from the 
city a fixed annual appropriation of 
$4000. Since then, beginning with the 
fiscal year 1907-08, it has received the 
proceeds of a tax of 15 mills on the 
$100. By virtue of this tax a man 
whose property is assessed at $25,000 
contributes $3.75 annually to the sup- 
port of the library. The tax is some- 
what smaller than of right it should 
be. and smaller than that devoted to 
library support in other cities. The 
arrangement, however, is correct in 
principle, since under it the revenues 
of the library increase approximately 
in proportion to the city's growth in 
population and the consequent increase 
in its demand for library service." 

The following extracts are taken 
from the librarian's report: 

"In all we have added 3758 volumes. 
. The table of classified contents 
given elsewhere shows the general 
nature of these additions. While not 
outnumbering other classes, the ac- 
cessions of books on the useful arts 
probably represent best the growth in 
value of the library. These books are 
nearly all expensive, and while seldom 
taken from the library, they are con- 
sulted here over and over again. We 
should like to keep up with recent pub- 
lications in this line. . . . Additions 
of new fiction have been limited to 
what appeared to be the best novels of 
the year, and usually to one copy. . . . 
That the attention of the working- 
man might be called to the resources 
of the library in his particular line, 
lists of the more recent books and 
magazine articles on engineering and 
mechanics were printed and sent to a 
number of manufacturing firms of the 
city. The managers of these firms very 



kindly agreed to place a list in the pay 
envelope of each man." 

Denton. 

College of Industrial Arts Librabt. 
M. L. Williams, Librarian. Estab- 
lished 1903. Contains 1270 volumes; 
300 added during year. Receives 23 
magazines and 2 i^ewspapers. Open 
7 hours daily. 

North Texas State Normal Librart. 
Miss Pearl C. McCracken. Librarian. 
Contains 3850 volumes; 228 added dur- 
ing year. . Receives 35 magazines and 
2 newspapers. Paid for books and 
periodicals about $400. Open 8:30 to 
1:30 and 2:30 to 4. 

El PaAO. 

E^ Paso Public Library. Miss Maud 
Durlin. Librarian. Opened March 15, 
1904. Owns building valued at $37,- 
500. Statistics for year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1909: Contains 8312 volumes; 
1317 added during year; circulation, 
47,808; borrowers, 5221. Receives 70 
magazines and 9 newspapers. Open 9 
to 9; Sundays, 2 to 6. Annual re- 
ceipts: Taxes, $6150; rent, $372; 
other sources, $436; total, $6958. An- 
nual expenses: Salaries, $3462; books, 
periodicals and binding, $2019; other 
expenses, $1250; total $6731. Esti- 
mated value of library plant, $44,500. 

Extract from librarian's letter of 
October 12th: 

"The best thing accomplished this 
year is the completion of the card cata> 
log. It has taken us two years to 
do it. The whole collection had to be 
gone over. We have solved the prob- 
lem of rebinding our books. Arrange- 
ments have been made with a bindery 
in Madison, Wis. They do the work 
very well, and the cost for average 
size books is 43 cents. The library's 
tax rate is .012 on the $100. It 
yields $6000 a year. It seems very 
little when compared with our needs, 
but El Paso will certainly realize soon 
that the library is somewhat behind. 
In the meantime we are making the 
best of what we have." 

Fort Worth. 

Carnegie Public Library. Mrs. 
Charles Scheuber. Librarian. Opened 
October 17, 1901. Owns building valued 
at $50,000. Statistics for year ending 
February 28. 1910: Contains 19,116 
volumes; 2224 added during year; cir- 
culation, 63,520; borrowers, 10,337. Re- 
ceives 132 magazines and 69 newspa- 
pers. Open 9 to 9 Annual receipts: 
Taxation. $7549; rent, $215; other 
sources, $690; total, $8454. Annual 
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expenses: Salaries, $3879; books, pe- 
riodicals and binding, $2699; other ex- 
penses, $2828; total, $9406. Estimated 
value of library plant, $129,674. 

The following extracts are taken 
from the librarian's report: 

'^Quality of Books Read.— The slight 
increase in the circulation of the li- 
brary and the enormous increase in 
the use of the books in the building 
establishes the fact that while the li- 
brary is fully reaching the people for 
serious work it is not furnishing them 
all of their books. It is important 
that the library should furnish the 
people with their reading matter, for 
the reason that the books secured at 
the library are of a certain standard 
of Talue. The family which depends 
upon the library for its books is as a 



rule reading a very much better class 
of books than its neighbors who de- 
pend upon exchanging books and pe- 
riodicals with their friends. 

'•Hours of Closing Changed. — In June 
it was decided to try the experiment 
of keeping the library open until 9 
p. m. on week days during the sum- 
mer months, instead of closing at 6 p. 
m. on all days but Saturday, as here- 
tofore. The change met with an im- 
mediate response from the patrons, 
the average number of readers being 
almost as great as during the winter 
months. In consequence, the follow- 
ing schedule of hours was adopted for 
the opening and closing of the library 
throughout the year: 9 a. m. to 9 p. 
m. daily; Sundays and holidays, 2 to 
6 p. m. for readers only. July 4th and 
Christmas, closed. 



BOBBOWBRS OF THE FORT WOBTH OARNEOIE LIBRABT OLASSIFIED AOOOBDING 

TO OCCUPATION. 



Occupation. 



School cfandren, over 14 — 

School ebndren, under 14 

Oecupatloot not glvoi: 

Married women 

Unmarried women 

Men 

Acents ^ 

Architects, deilgnera 

Artiate 

Bankera and broken 

Bookkeepera and account anta 

Clergymen 

Clerks 

Commercial travelers 

Dentists 

Domestic servants 

Dressmakers - ...~.. 

Electricians 

EnfflneerB, dvll 

Farmers 

Journalists 

Laborers 

Lawyers 

Machinists . 

Mechanics 

Merchants 

Milliners 

Musicians, teachers of music 

Offldals, government 

Physicians and surgeons 

Railroad employes, not clerks 

Stenographers and typewriters 

Stockralsers — — 

Street railroad employes 

Teachers 

Tel. and Tel. operators 

Trades not specified 

Miioellaneous 



Totals 



Male. 



436 
1.117 



S68 

46 

4 

86 

182 
09 

603 
67 
12 
72 

31 
86 
21 
45 
47 
84 
84 
178 
180 



60 
161 
60 
28 
9 
94 
46 
182 
118 

4,467 



Female. Total. 



891 
1.U7 



128 
1 



286 



206 
48 
7 
16 

0.870 



827 
2.234 

2.203 
1,127 

146 

268 
46 
7 
86 

102 
69 

781 
68 
12 

141 
61 
81 
86 
21 
60 
47 
84 
84 

178 

180 
17 



01 
151 
800 



80 
189 
120 

10,887 



Per Cent. 



8.00 
21.01 

22.18 
10.00 
1.41 
2.5a 

.or 

.86> 

1.80 
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Gifts. — There were presented to the 
library during the year by 87 persons, 
firms and institutions. 323 volumes 
and 1670 pamphlets. Among the not- 
able gifts during the year was the su- 
perb marine "Manana Point" by Paul 
Dougherty and $250 subscribed towards 
the purchase of the portrait by Gilbert 
Stuart. 

Galveston. 

LiBBABT OF MeUICAL COLLEGE OF THE 

University of Texas. Miss Ethel 
Hibbs. Librarian. Contains 7258 vol- 
umes; 200 added during year. Re- 
ceives about 200 periodicals. 

Law Librabt of the Court of Civil 
Appeals. H. L. Garrett, Clerk and Ex 
Officio Librarian. Contains 8100 vol- 
umes. This is strictly a law library, 
and. while it is primarily for use of 
the Court of Civil Appeals, the public 
has access to it for reference purposes. 
Annual appropriation for books, $500. 

Rosenberg Library. Frank C. Pat- 
ten. Librarian. Dedicated June 22, 
1904. Owns building valued at $154,000. 
Statistics for year ending December 31, 
1909: Contains 36.000 volumes; 2610 
added during year; circulation, 67,315; 
borrowers, 8344. Receives 250 maga- 
zines and 20 newspapers. Open, 9 to 
9; Sundays, 2 to 5. Annual receipts, 
$47,147.27. Annual expenses: Salaries, 
$9340; books, periodicals and binding, 
$4900; lectures. $798.75; investments, 
$21,539.15; other expenses, $5761.28; 
total, $42,339.31. Estimated value of 
IJbrary plant, $226,300.33. Value of 
endowment fund, $563,154.68. 

Colored Branch of Rosenberg Li- 
brary. Contains 2110 volumes. Cir- 
culation, 2629; borrowers, 637. Re- 
ceives 30 periodicals. Annual ex- 
penses: Salaries, $655; books, peri- 
odicals and binding, $101.92; other 
expenses, $761; total. $1517.92. Esti- 
mated value of colored branch, 
$4996.83. 

Extract from librarian's report: 

"Library Lectures. — During 1909 
there was more interest in the library 
lectures and a larger attendance than 
ever. There were in all 24 lectures 
and an attendance of 12.500. The 
series of five lectures by University 
professors, beginning in January, had 
a larger aggregate attendance than did 
the six lectures of the similar series 
beginning in January one year earlier. 
Each one of Dr. Raymond's lectures on 
•European Capitals and Their Social 
Significance.' Part II, embracing the 
cities of Athens. Rome, Copenhagen, 
Berne, Brussels and Madrid, was re- 



peated (Tuesday at 4 p. m. and 8 p. 
m.), with the lecture hall crowded at 
every lecture. At the 8 o'clock lecture 
the hall was overcrowded every time, 
sometimes nearly 200 standing, and 
many besides these had to be turned 
away for lack of room. President 
Eliot's address. March 2nd, on the 
'Commission Form of City Govern- 
ment' was the chief event of a notable 
visit to our city and was heard with 
eager attention by a large audience. 
The two story hours by Miss Alice 
Goddard, a superior story-teller, were 
greatly enjoyed by about 750 children. 
The work of the lecture department 
has now continued five years. There 
have been 98 lectures, a number of 
which have been for children, and the 
attendance has numbered about 45,000. 
This has proven to be a very valuable 
part of the educational work of the 
library, and its success thus far has 
much exceeded anticipation." 

Gatesville. 

Institiition for Training Juveniles. 
J. H. Harrell, Librarian. Library con- 
tains 850 volumes; 400 added during 
year. Receives 15 magazines and 110 
newspapers. Open Saturday, 8 to 
11:30; Sunday, 9 to 11. 

Georgetown. 

Southwestern University Libraiiy. 
Mrs. Margaret McKennon, Librarian. 
Statistics for year ending June 12, 
1910: Contains 17,400 volumes; 500 
added during year. Receives 26 maga- 
zines and 2 newspapers. Open 8:30 to 
6. Annual receipts, $2254.20. Annual 
expenses, $1661.80. 

Greenville. 

Carnegie Library. Miss Corlnne 
Gee. Librarian. Opened December, 
1 903. Owns building valued at $15,000. 
Statistics for year ending April 10, 
1910: Contains 3700 volumes; 200 
added during year; circulation, 6960; 
borrowers. 1328. Receives 24 maga- 
zines. Open 9 to 12 and 2 to 6. An- 
nual receipts, $1040. Annual expenses: 
Salaries, $600; books, periodicals and 
binding. $35; other expenses, $109; 
total, $744. Estimated value of li- 
brary plant, $20,000. 

Houston. 

Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Li- 
brary. Miss Julia Ideson, Librarian. 
Opened March 2, 1904. Owns building 
valued at $55,000. Statistics for year 
ending April 30, 1910: Contains 28,- 
771 volumes; 3139 added during year; 
Circulation, 87,680; borrowers, 10,139. 
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Receives 201 magazines and 13 news- 
papers. Open, 9 to 9; Sundays, 2 to 
6. Annual receipts: Taxes. 18666.70; 
other sources. $1022.10; total. $9688.90. 
Annual expenses: Salaries. $4727.90; 
books, periodicals and binding. $2719.- 
39; other expenses, $2012.38; total. $9.- 
459.67. Estimated value of library 
plant. $105,000. 

Colored Bbanch of the Houston 
Lyceum and Carneote Librabt. Es- 
tablished at Colored High School, May. 
1909. Circulation, 4494. Annual ex- 
penses: Salaries, $300; books, $146; 
total. $446. 

Extract from librarian's report: 
"The service to the schools least ac- 
cessible has been continued in order 
that the children for whom it is diffi- 
cult to come to the library may have 
the benefit of library books. One hun- 
dred and forty-flve books loaned to 
Sherman school circulated 740 times; 

137 loaned to Hawthorne school cir- 
culated 435 times, and 30 loaned to 
Rusk school circulated 127 times. 
Ninety-seven volumes at the Settle- 
ment house, where a station has been 
maintained .for several years, circu- 
lated 600 times." 

Notes recently sent in state that 
the library gives systematic help to 
ten literary and study clubs. Religious 
books are purchased in consultation 
with a committee of the Pastor's Asso- 
ciation. Pictures and music are 
loaned to the schools. Saturday morn- 
ing story hour observed from Novem- 
ber to April. The library circulates 

138 sets of 40 volumes each of supple- 
mentary readers to the school children 
and receives therefor $20 a month 
from the school board. 

All residents of Harris County are 
permitted to use the library. 

Hantm^lle. 

Peabody Memorial Library or Sam 
HoirsTON Normal Institute. J. L. 
Clark, Librarian. Established 1887. 
Owns building valued at $12,000. Con- 
tains 29,393 volumes (18,266 of this 
number being text-books) ; 1668 added 
during year (1416 being text-books). 
Receives 25 magazines and 10 news- 
papers. Open 8 hours a day. Annual 
income, $2200. Annual expenses: Sal- 
aries, $1200; books and periodicals, 
$1000. Estimated value of library 
plant, $39,000. 

Erxtract from librarian's report. May 
10th: 

'*! am sure no library in the State 
Is used to greater profit by the large 
student body, by public school chil- 



dren (library of public school was 
burned), and by clubs and literary so- 
cieties. Teachers in the rural schools 
of the county use reference books to 
advantage on holidays and in vacation. 
Former students often return in the 
summer for the enjoyment and im- 
provement afforded by free access to 
this library." 

HuNTsvnj^ Prison Library. W. T. 
McDonald. Chaplain and Librarian. 
Contains 4000 volumes; 55 added dur- 
ing year. Receives 30 magazines and 
S5 newspapers. 63 being religious pa- 
pers. Open 8 hours 365 days in the 
year. Annual expenditures for books 
and periodicals about $150. 
Extracts from librarian's letter: 
•The library is a great source of 
comfort to the men as well as of in- 
formation and improvement. We have 
a good library, yet it needs renewing, 
both by repair and by purchase of up- 
to-date books. We could spend to great 
profit at least $500 at once. I have 
noticed for the past five years that 
there is a continual increase in the 
number of men who read. The num- 
ber that read religious books is small. 
A good per cent like to read history 
and travels, but the greatest num- 
ber read fiction. In fact, there is as 
great need here for a complete library 
as there is on the outside. I have 
noticed that a good many men who 
read and study, principally books on 
mechanics. Our American Correspon- 
dence Course is continually in de- 
mand; some of the volumes are out 
all the time, and our magazine. The 
Popular Mechanic, of which we have 
three volumes (monthly), are in use 
all the time." 

Marshall. 

Carnegie Library of Wiley Univer- 
sity (Coloi'ed). J. B. Randolph, Libra- 
rian. Owns building valued at $15,000. 
Statistics for year ending May 19. 
1910. Contains 6600 volumes; 110 
added during year. Circulation. 1280. 
Borrowers, 375. Receives 20 maga- 
zines. Open 8:30 to 12 and 1 to 5; 
Sundays. 1:30 to 5. 

San Antonio. 

Carnegie Library. Benjamin Wyche. 
Librarian. Opened June 15. 1903. 
Owns building valued at $70,000. Sta- 
tistics for year ending May 31, 1910: 
C:k)n tains 25,000 volumes; 2349 added 
during year; circulation. 83.038; bor- 
rowers, 7527. Receives 135 magazines 
and 15 newspapers. Open 9 to 9:30; 
Sundays. 1:30 to 5:30. Annual in- 
come: Taxation, $12,807.74; interest 
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on endowment, $524.70; other sources, 
$1393.92; total, $14,726.36. Annual ex- 
penses: Salaries, $5090; books, peri- 
odicals and binding, $3407.19; new 
boiler, $1227.75; sidewalks, $482.58; 
other expenses, $3567.78; total, $13,- 
775.30. Estimated value of library 
plant, $140,000. 

San Antonio provides for the main- 
tenance of its public library by an an- 
nual tax of 2 cents on the $100 of prop- 
erty rendered for taxation. The ad- 
vantages of this mode of support is 
commented upon by the librarian as 
follows: 

'*The advantages of this method of 
support over an indefinite annual ap- 
propriation by the city Is apparent. 
It gives the library an assured income 
based upon the taxable values, which 
can not be diverted to other purposes, 
and provides for an annual increase 
to provide for the needs of a growing 
city. The small tax falls lightly upon 
those who have property, while for 
those who have no property there is 
no tax. 

"Use of Library by Children. — There 
has been a very large increase in the 
use of the books during the summer. 
There was a gain of over 2500 vol- 
umes in the children's department 
alone. This is atributed largely to the 
campaign for summer reading inaugu- 
rated at the close of the schools in 
May. The lists of books read by chil- 
dren are being received by the library 
and form a most interesting exhibit." 
Valuable Gift of Books. — The larg- 
est single donation of books ever made 
to the Camegrie Library was received 
Saturday from the estate of E. H. Ter- 
rell, late President of the Board of 
Trustees. The gift was provided for 
In Mr. Terrell's will, and comprises 
1021 volumes, besides a i number of 
valuable pamphlets, booklets, photo- 
graphs and prints. Since the opening 
of the library several large donations 
from private sources have been made, 
but that received yesterday outnum- 
bers former donations and many of 
them are valuable works, the result of 
Mr. Terrell's collecting during many 
years. The books cover the wide 
range of subjects and represent the 
choice and tastes of their scholarly 
owner. Rich bindings are numerous 
and the books are in a fine state of 
preservation."— fifan 'Antonio Express, 
Sunday, October 23, 1910. 

Southwestern Insane Asylum. 
There are 600 volumes on male wards 
accessible to patients, and 300 volumes 
on female wards. No librarian or 



reading room is provided at present 
Magazines and periodicals are dis- 
tributed on wards and are not bound 
and retained. Office library contains 
300 volumes of scientific books for use 
of staff physicians. Scientific maga- 
zines are preserved for future use, but 
are not bound. 

San Marcos. 

Southwest Texas State Nobmaj. 
LiBBABT. Mrs. Lucy Burleson, Libra- 
rian. Owns building valued at $15,000. 
Statistics for year ending August 31, 
1910: Contains about 16,600 volumes; 
of this number about 12,000 are text- 
books. Receives 28 periodicals. 

The new library building was re- 
cently completed. It is large. weU 
lighted and ventilated. The reading 
room adds much to the comfort and 
convenience of the students. The 
stack room has been fitted with steel 
stacks. 

Sherman. 

Shebman Public Libbabt. Miss 
Daisy C. Polk, Librarian. The Shakes- 
peare aub gave to the city 995 vol- 
umes in November, 1909. . Through do- 
nation and funds raised by subscrip- 
tion 275 volumes have been added, 
making a total of 1270 volumes on 
April 30, 1910. Terms of membership 
are $2.50 a year or 25 cents a month. 
There are enrolled about 100 members. 
The library is open from 2:30 to 5:30 
each afternoon from Wednesday to 
Saturday. 

Stamford. 

Mr. Homer D. Wade, in a letter dated 
July 29, 1910, reports that the buUd- 
ing for their public library has been 
completed. 

Sulphur Springs. 

Public Libbaby. A $10,000 library 
building is being constructed. 'It is to 
be completed early in November, 1910. 

Tea^Tue. 

"An effort is being made to secure a 
public library for Teague."— /5an An^ 
tonio Express, July 19, 1910. 

Temple. 

Cabneqie Libbaby. Miss Mnor Ir- 
vin. Librarian. Opened February 12, 
1904. Owns building valued at $16,- 
000. Contains 3050 volumes; 250 added 
during year. Circulation, 9600. Bor- 
rowers, 2000. Receives 8 magazines. 
Estimated value of library plant. $22.- 
750. 

Terrell. 

Cabneqie Public Libbaby. Mrs. An- 
gus E. Alexander, Librarian. Opened 
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March 15, 1904. Owns building valued 
at $10,000. Statistics for year ending 
February 28, 1910: Contains 3816 
Yolumes; circulation, 13,972; borrow- 
ers, 2538. Receives 45 magazines and 
9 newspapers. Open 8:30 to 12:30 and 
2:30 to 6. Annual income: Taxation, 
$1000; other sources, $781; total, $1781. 
Annual expenses: Salaries, $980; 
books, periodicals and binding, $507; 
other expenses, $222; total, $1209. Es- 
timated value of library plant, $15,- 
500. 

EiXtract from librarian's report: 

"The use of the library by the rural 
districts is permitted; a nominal fee 
of $1.50 is charged for one year's privi- 
lege. Teachers who reside in town, but 
teach rural schools are allowed library 
privileges free of charge. 

"Several hundred magazines were 
sent to the libraries of the male and 
female wards of the North Texas Hos- 
pital for the Insane. Letters from ad- 
jacent towns were received, requesting 
information from our reference de- 
partment. Special loans were also 
made for patrons of this library from 
other libraries, provided the borrower 
paid transportation charges. 

"That public interest grows is shown 
by the following: The City Federation 
of Women's Clubs found it very diffi- 
cult four years ago to secure from the 
citizens $400; in 1910 $800 was placed 
to the credit of the book fund of the 
library with comparatively little ef- 
fort, and much more enthusiasm." 

Tyler. 

Cabnegie Public Libbabt. Miss 
Mary A. Osgood. Librarian. Opened 
November 28, 1904. Owns building 
valued at $25,000. Statistics for year 
ending April 30. 1910; Contains 6248 
volumes; 445 added during the year; 
circulation, 20,846; borrowers, 1894. 
Receives 60 magazines and 5 newspa- 
pers. Open 9 to 12 and 2 to 6. Annual 
income: Taxation, $1695; other 
sources, $208; total, $1953. Annual ex- 
penses: Salaries, $1106; books, pe- 
riodicals and binding, $427; other ex- 
penses, $260; total, $1793. Estimated 
value of library plant, $31,500. 
Extract from librarian's report: 
"In the work with children many 
picture bulletins are used, also posters 
with suggested lists, and constant aid 
is given them in the selection of books 
and in the use of their reference books. 
Teachers have the privilege of taking 
out as many books as are needed at 
once and of retaining them for two 
months. Women club members are 



aided in the preparation of topics of 
study, reading lists, etc. Many dupli- 
cate periodicals were distributed in the 
county through the country schools. 

"The reference room was used by 
1468 persons during the year. The 
reading room is largely used by the 
general public. It has a good patron- 
age from young men. Newspaper files 
are consulted frequently by lawyers 
and business men." 

Following extracts are from a letter 
written in October: 

"The appropriation has been in- 
creased by the city council, which puts 
the library in better condition for the. 
coming year. The First Literary Club 
made a present of $50 for the pur- 
chase of books. The Shakespeare Club 
also remembered the library by a gift 
of books. 

"The library lost over thirty vol- 
umes by theft last two years. The 
perpetrator was discovered in the 
spring and has sent back most of the 
books under compulsion. He has paid 
for those lost and also a heavy fine 
for damages. The books were valuable 
biographies." 

Victoria. 

Bbonte Public Libbabt. Mrs. A. B. 
Peticolas, Librarian. Statistics for 
year ending March 31, 1910. Contains 
1618 volumes-; 86 added during year; 
Circulation, 1660; borrowers, 80. Mem- 
bership fee is $1.50 a year. Open Tues- 
day and Saturday, 3 to 5. Annual re- 
ceipts, $160.45. Annual expenses, 
$128.27. 

Waco. 

Batlob Univebsitt . Libbabt. Mrs. 
Edgar E. Witt, Librarian. Owns build- 
ing valued at $75,000. Statistics for 
year ending April 15, 1910: Contains 
23,436 volumes; circulation, 5,925; 
borrowers. 1061. Receives 125 maga- 
zines and 45 newspapers. Open 8 to 5. 

Texas Chbistian Univebsitt Libba- 
bt. Miss Nell Andrew, Librarian. The 
entire library, containing 8000 volumes, 
besides pamphlets and periodicals, and 
valued at $15,000, perished in the fire 
that destroyed the main building of 
the university. There was no insur- 
ance. The university has since been 
removed to Fort Worth. 

Waco Public Libbabt. Miss Rose 
Hutchenrider, Librarian. Opened De- 
cember 26. 1904. Owns building valued 
at $30,000. Statistics for year ending 
AprU 15, 1910: Contains 11,521 vol- 
umes; 1292 added during year; circu- 
lation, 45,557; borrowers, 3906. Re- 
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ceives 31 magazines and 12 newspa- 
pers. Open 9 to 9; Sundays, 2 to 6. 
Annual income: Taxation, |3000; 
other sources, $800; total, $3800. An- 
nual expenses: Salaries, $1490; books, 
periodicals and binding, $1421; other 
expenses, $793; total, $3704. Estimated 
value of library plant, $57,000. 

Extracts from librarian's report: 

"Twenty-seven story hours have been 
held with an attendance of 1683. The 
stereopticon is used to illustrate the 
stories where slides can be obtained. 
The object of the story hour is not 
only to Increase the use of the library, 
but also to raise the standard of read- 
ing by telling stories that a child 
would not ordinarily read for himself 
and in this manner acquainting him 
with the best literature in the world. 
Through the story 509 children have 
have been added to the library, many 
of whom had never known before that 
there was a public library in Waco. 

"The library has for four years held 
an annual series of lectures in the 
early spring. At first these were 
poorly patronized, the auditorium can 
not now seat the people who attend. 

"Gifts. — During the year 254 vol- 
umes have been donated to the library, 
the largest single contributors being 
Mr. Edward Rotan and Mr. C. Pessels. 
One of the most valuable grifts came 
from Mr. A. R. McCollum. in his dona- 
tion of 53 volumes of old Waco news- 
papers, forming an almost perfect chain 
from 1875 to the beginning of the Waco 
Times-Herald, of which the library 
has a complete file. These papers con- 
tain the history of our city and will 
be cared for by the library as a price- 
less possession. Mrs. Edward Rotan 
donated to the children's department 
a most beautiful marble statue entitled 
'The Reading Girl,' and the Waco Art 
League, who has ever been one of our 
most generous benefactors, donated 
the stereopticon lantern, which has so 
greatly increased the effectiveness of 
the library lecture course and story 
hour. Mrs. Flora Cameron sent her 
usual Christmas gift of $50, and Mr. 
O. L. Stribling contributed $5 toward 
purchasing the Library of Southern 
Literature.' 

"Miss Gertrude Matthews, the libra- 
rian, was granted a year's leave of ab- 



sence in order that she might take a 
course in library training at the New 
York State Library School." 

Waxahachie. 

Nicholas P. Sims Libeabt. BCiss 
Irene D. Gallaway, Librarian. Opened 
November, 1905. Owns building valued 
at $25,000. Statistics for year ending 
December 31, 1909: Contains 5208 
volumes; 166 added during year; cir- 
culation, 8462; borrowers, 510. Re- 
ceives 28 magazines and 4 newspapers. 
Open 9 to 12 and 1 to 6; Sundays, 2 to 
5. Income: Interest on endowment 
fund. 

Extracts from letter from the libra- 
rian. October 13, 1910: 

"On November 1. 1909, the Sims Li- 
brary abolished the system of requir- 
ing deposits from borrowers, with the 
result of an increased registration. 
Card holders now pay a registration 
fee of 25 cents. This is to be applied 
toward a book fund. 

"The Waxahachie Musical Club pre- 
sented to the library the five volumes 
of Grove's Dictionary of Music and 
Musicians. 

"During the summer a number of 
pictures were mounted and arranged 
in sets to be loaned to schools and 
clubs. 

"The making of a dictionary card 
catalog has been undertaken. The Li- 
brary of Congress cards are used. 

"Neatly framed placards calling at- 
tention to the library and bearing col- 
ored post card views of the building 
have been placed in the depots, hotels 
and banks." 

Wharton. 

Wharton Public Libbabt. Miss Lou- 
ise Armstrong. Librarian. Established 
December. 1903. Occupies room in 
city hall. Statistics for year ending 
April 30, 1910: Contains 1024 vol- 
umes; 55 added during year; circula- 
tion, 442; borrowers, 96. Receives 3 
magazines. Open 4 to 6. Estimated 
value of contents of library, $1100. 

Winnsboro. 

Cabneoie Libbabt. Letter from 
mayor, April 1, 1910: "This library is 
nearly completed, but not formally 
opened." 
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TEXAS REFERENCE COLLECTION. 
PREPARED BY THE STATE LIBRARIAN. 



This list was prepared to answer requests received at the State 
Library. Its publication is prompted by a belief that the list will 
prove useful to others. The cost of the entire lot would approxi- 
mate $150. Lists will be priced for those who desire this informa- 
tion. 



1. GENERAL HISTORY. 



Pennybacker, Mrs. 
wicke. 

A history of Texas for schools. 1908. 
12 mo., pp. 412. 

Garrison, George P. 

Texas: A Contest of Civilization. 
Boston: Houghton. Mifflin Co., 1903. 
12 mo., pp. 320. 

"This book la not Intended for a his- 
tory of Texas. It Is rather . . . a study 
based on that history. My aim has been 
to Rive a picture of what Texas is. and 
^^ i^? process by which It has become 
such . " — Preface. 

Wooten, Dudley G. Ed. 

A Comprehensive History of Texas. 
Dallas, 1898. 2 v.: pp. xxiii-h890. 851. 

"A reprint of Yoakum's History of 
Texa^ without the documentary matter 
in the appendices, but with notes re- 
latlnsr almost entirely to the revolution 
and made up mainly from F. W. John- 
son s manuscript History of Texas, to- 
gether with a series of monographs on 
various aspects of the life of the Repub- 
lic and the State, brlngrlnpr the history 
up to 1895. The chapters conceminpr the 
Austins and their work In colonizing 
Texas are especially rich In documents 
previously unpublished." — George P. 
Garrison. 

Bancroft, H. H. 

History of the North Mexican States 
and Texas. San Francisco, 1889. 8 vo. 
2v.; pp. xlviii+751, xvi+814. 

J'^t }}}!^ ^^3 pages of Volume 1 only 
about 120 are devoted directly to Texas, 
but In Volume 2 Texas gets 581 pages. 
The other matter of these volumes, how- 
ever, throws more or less light on Texas. 
In spite of his prejudices. Mr. Bancroft 
has given us an excellent history of 
Texas, and pointed out more than any 
other writer the sources of Texas his- 
tory. In fact, the chief merit of his 
work Is the exhaustive list of authori- 
ties cited In the footnotes. Were I re- 
stricted to a single book on Texas, I 
would, without hesitation, take Ban- 
crotVs history, for In that I would learn 
something of most other writers on 
Texas, as well as the facts of our his- 
tory.** — Raines' Bibliography of Texas. 

Texas State Historical Association. 

The Quarterly. Austin. July, 1897, 
to date. 8 vo. 13 v.-h 



The Quarterly contains documentary 
materials, biographical sketches, papers 
, _ ^ on various topics of our history, and 
Anna J. Hard- reviews of books relating to Texas. 



Simonds, Frederick W. 

The Geography of Texas: Physical 
and Political. Boston: Ginn. 1905. 
Small 12mo. Pp. xix-t-237. 

Bibliography, 4 pages. 

Fulmore, Z. T. 

The Geography of Texas. In Dodgers 
Comparative Geography. Chicago: 
Rand, McNally & Co., 1908. 

Galvestx)n-I)allas News. 

Texas Almanac and Industrial Guide. 

2. EXPLORATION. 

Cabeza de Vaca. 

The Journey of Alvar Nunez Cabeza 
de Vaca and His Companions from 
Florida to the Pacific. 1528-1536. Trans- 
lated by Fanny Berlandier. Nev/ York: 
Barnes, 1905. Small 12mo. Pp. 231. 

Coronado. 

The Journey of Coronado in 1540 
from the City of Mexico to the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado and the Buffalo 
Plains of Texas, Kansas and Nebraska. 
As Told by Himself and His Followers. 
Translated and edited by George Par- 
ker Winship. New Yark: Barnes, 
1904. Small 12mo. 

La Salle. 

The Journeys of La Salle and His 
Companions, As^ Related by Himself 
and His Followers. Edited with an 
introduction by I. J. Cox. New York: 
Barnes, 190 — . Small 12mo. 2 v. 

3. MISSIONS. 

Clark, Robert Carlton. 

The Beginnings of Texas, 1684-171$. 
Austin: The University of Texas, 1907. 
(Bull, of the Univ. of Texss, No. 98.) 
8 vo.; pp. 94. 

"It gives us by far the fullest account 
of Texas history for the period covered 
(1684-1718) that has yet been written." 
— The Quarterly. 
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4. ANGLO-AMERICAN COLONIZA- 
TION OF TEXAS. 

Poote, Henry Stuart. 

Texas and the Texans or Advance of 
the Anglo-Americans to the Southwest. 
Including a History of the Leading 
Events in Mexico from the Conquest 
... to the Termination of the Texan 
Revolution. Philadelphia, 1»41. Small 
12mo. 2 v.; pp. 314, 403. 

"A work which the author says he 
was invited to undertake 'by more than 
twenty of the most con«'pIcuous actors* 
in the revolution. It contains many rare 
documents, and Is a valuable authority, 
but does not always show Judicial fair- 
ness towards the Mexicans. Volume 1 
Kives a brief sketch of Mexican history 
down to IS 24, and a more extended 
treatment of the history of Texas from 
the Burr expedition down to the revo- 
lution. Volume 2 is devoted to the revo- 
lution." — George P. Garrison. 

5. THE TEXAN REVOLUTION. 

Williams, Alfred M. 

Sam Houston and the War of Inde- 
pendence in Texas. Boston: Hough- 
ton, Mifflin Co., 1895. 8 vo.; pp. 405. 

••The latest and perhaps the best life 
of Houston, as the lights and shades of 
his character both appear. But the hero 
of San Jacinto, in mental force, still 
towers head and shoulders above, all hts 
contemporaries. Written in a graceful 
style, and apparently in a spirit of im- 
partiality. . . . The picture presented 
of Austin's colony has never been 
equalled by any Texan writer. Much 
light shed on the general history of 
Texas." — Raines* BiblloRraDhy of Texas. 

Brown, John Henry. 

Life and Times of Henry Smith, the 
First American Governor of Texas. 
Dallas, 1887. 8 vo.; pp. 395. 

••The book covers a critical period of 
Texas history, a period of dissension 
and disaster. The Governor and the 
Council effectually checkmated each 
other. The offensive movement on Mata- 
moros was broken up, and no line of 
defense provided against impending in- 
vasion. And Santa Anna found Texas 
in practical anarchy, without any pre- 
paration for defense. The author, how- 
ever, gives but one side of the case." — 
Raines* Bibliography of Texas. 

6. THE REPUBLIC OP TEXAS. 

Johnston, William Preston. 

The Life of General Albert Sidney 
Johnston, Embracing His Services in 
the Armies of the United States, the 
Republic of Texas, and the Confederate 
States. New York, 1880. 8 vo.; pp. 
755. 

"The life of one of the noblest char- 
acters that ever adorned Texas history, 
written by a scholarly son. The strong 
points of Lamar's administration are 
clearly brought out by this master of 
English prose. And it Is not a little to 
the credit of this book that it is the 



only work yet published which contains 
a fair statement of President Lamar's 
official acts. Written in admirable tem- 
per, and well timed." — Raines' Bibliogra- 
phy of Texas. 

Jones, Anson. 

Memoranda and Official Correspon- 
dence Relating to the Republic of 
Texas. Its history and vindication. 
Including a brief autobiography of Dr. 
Jones. New York, 1859. 8 vo.; pp. 
648. 

"By the aid of this book we can, as 
it were, read between the lines as to the 
varying policies of the Texan govern- 
ment, what is told from persona) 
knowledge may be accepted as true, but 
our inferences on facts will necessarily 
differ." — Raines' Bibliography of Texas. 

Kendall, George Wilkins. 

Narrative of the Texas Santa Fe Ex- 
pedition, comprising a description of 
a tour through Texas and across the 
great Southwestern prairies, . . . 
with an account of the sufferings from 
want of food, losses from hostile In- 
dians, and final capture of the Texans, 
and their march as prisoners to the 
City of Mexico. New York. 1844. 
Small 12mo. Pp. 405, 406. 

Green, Thomas J. 

Journal of the Texian expedition 
against Mier, subsequent imprison- 
ment of the author, his sufferings and 
final escape from the Castle of Pe- 
rote . . . New York. 1845. 8 vo.; pp. 
487. 

"One of the best war histories of that 
period, and as fascinating as a romance, 
with incidents of soldier life on the 
march, in the battle, and in prison. . . . 
Bitter towards President Houston, but 
?ives the reasons, and the reader must 
judge for himself." — Raines' Bibliogra- 
phy of Texas. 

Garrison, George P. Ed. 

Diplomatic Correspondence of the 
Republic of Texas. Vol. 1. In Vol. 2 
of the Annual Report of the American 
Historical Association for the Year 
1907. Washington: Government Print- 
ing Office, 1908. 8 vo.; pp. 646. 

Vol. 2 is now in press. 

These two volumes will contain the 
diplomatic correspondence between the 
Republic of Texas and the United 
States, Ehigland. FYance and other coiin- 
trles, not printed heretofore. 

Adams, Ephraim D. 

British Interests and Activities in 
Texas, 1838-1846. Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins Press, 1910. Small 12mo. Pp. 
267. 

This volume contains the Albert Shaw 
lectures on diplomatic history at the 
Johns Hopkins University. 1909. The 
lectures are based on materials gathered 
by research in the Public Records Office 
in London during the winter of 1907- 
1908. 
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Reeves, Jesse S. 

American Diplomacy Under Tyler 
and Polk. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
Press. 1907. Small 12mo. Pp. 335. 

This volume contains the Albert Shaw 
lectures on diplomatic history at the 
Johns Hopkins University, 1906. The 
annexation of Texas receives much at- 
tention. 

7. THE MEXICAN WAR. 

Garrison, George P. 

Westward Extension, 1841-1850. New 
York: Harper, 1906. 8 vo.; pp. 366. 

"This volume, taking westward exten- 
sion as its theme, centers around the 
three i?reat episodes of the decade: The 
annexation of Texas, the settlement of 
the northwestern boundary difficulty, 
and the Mexican war; and about half 
of the text Is conrerned with these sub- 
jects. The elections of 1»40 and 1844. 
the quarrel of Tyler with the WhlKs, the 
Ashburton treaty, the Walker tariff, and 
the Independent treasury system receive 
as much attention as could be expected 
In a book of this size, and the treatment 
of each Is adequate and clear.*' — Ameri- 
can Historical Review. 

Owen, Charles H. 

The Justice of the Mexican War: A 
Review of the Causes and Results of 
the War. with a View of Distinguish- 
ing Evidence from Opinion and Infer- 
ence. New York: Putnam, 1908. 12mo. 
Pp. 291. 

Reid, Samuel C. ,^ ^ . 

The Scouting Expeditions of McCul- 
loch's Texas Rangers, or the Summer 
and Fall Campaign of the Army of the 
United States in Mexico, 1846, Includ- 
ing . . . Sketches of the Lives of the 
Celehrated Partisan Chiefs, Hays, Mc- 
Cnlloch and Walker. PhUadelphla, 
1859. 12 mo. Pp. 251. 

••A well written story of the Texaa 
Rangers by one of their own number. — 
Raines' Blblio^aphy of Texas. 

8 THE STATE OP TEXAS, 1845- 
1861. 

Olmsted, Frederic liaw. 

A Journey Through Texas, or a Sad- 
dle Trip on the Southwestern Frontier, 
with a statistical appendix. New York, 
1848. 12mo. Pp. 251. 

"No better book yet written of travels 
In Texas, and by an intelligent student 
of our industrial system."— Raines' Bib- 
lloirraphy of Texas. 

9. THE CIVIL WAR. 

liiibbock. Frauds Richard. 

Six Decades in Texas, or Memoirs 
of F. R. Lubbock, Governor of Texas 
In War Time, 1861-63. Austin, 1900. 
8 vo.; pp. &85. 



Reagan, John H. 

Memoirs of, with Special Reference 
to Secession and the Civil War. Wash- 
ington: Neale, 1906. 8 vo.; pp. 351. 

10. RECONSTRUCTION. 

Ramsdell, Charles W. 

Reconstruction in Texas. New York: 
Columbia University, 1910. 8 vo.; pp. 
324. 

11. BOOKS ON SPECIAL TOPICS. 

Gouge, William M. 

The Fiscal History of Texas, Em- 
bracing an Account of Its Revenues, 
Debts, and Currency from the Com- 
mencement of the Revolution in 1834 
to 1851-52. . . . Philadelphia. 1852. 
8 vo.; pp. 327. 

"The standard work on the financial 
legislation of Texas. The figures pur- 
port to be taken from ofllclal sources, 
but the conclusions are not always Just 
to Texas." — Raines* Bibliography of 
Texas. 

Potts, Charles S. 

Railroad Transportation In Texas. 
Austin: The University of Texas, 1908. 
(Bull, of the Univ. of Texas, No. 119.) 
12 mo. Pp. 214. 

Thrall, Homer S. 

History of Methodism In Texas. 
Nashville, 1889. Rev. and enl. ed., 
small 12mo. Pp. 304. 

Fuller, B. F. 

History of Baptists In Texas. Lou- 
isville: Baptist Book Concern, 1900. 
12mo. Pp. 489. 

Lane, J. J. 

Hflstory of Education In Texas. 
Washington: Government Printing Of- 
fice, 1903. (Publication No. 293 of the 
U. S. Bureau of Education.) 8 vo.; 
pp. 334. 

Dixon, Sam H. 

The Poets and Poetry of Texas. 
Biographical sketches of the poets of 
Texas with selections from their writ- 
ings. . . . Austin. 1883. 8 vo.; pp. 
360. 

brooks, Elizabeth. 

Prominent Women of Texas. Akron, 
O., 1896. 8 vo.; pp. 206. 

Bray, William L. 

Forest Resources of Texas. Bulletin 
No. 47, U. S. D«^partment of Arglcul- 
ture, Division of Forestry, Washing- 
ton, 1904. 8 vo.; pp. 71. 
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Bailey, Vernon. terials bearing on the history of its 

Biological Survey of Texas: Life particular locality. 
Zones with Characteristic Species of 

Mammals. Birds, Reptiles and Plants. TEXAS FEDERATION OP WOMEN'S 
Washington, 1905. 8 vo.; pp. 222. CLUBS— LIBRARY MEETING. 



12. STATE PUBLICATIONS. 

Ck>niniis8ioner of A|n*ioulture. 

Yearbook of the Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Contains valuable statistics concern- 
ing the agricultural resources of Texas. 
Is issued annually, about January 15th. 
Free. 

Comptroller. 

Annual Report of the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts. 

Contains Information about taxable 
values, the number of hor'^es. mules, 
sheep, cattle, goats, hogra, etc., rendered 
for taxation in each county. Is issued 
about January 15th. Kree. 

Secretary of State. 

Biennial report. 

Contains Ust of State, district, county 
and precinct officers. Is issued about 
January 15th of the year In which there 
is a rej?ular session of the Legislature. 
Free. 

Secretary of State. 

Laws of Texas. 

The general laws and the local laws 
are bound separately. The laws are is- 
sued within sixty to ninety days after 
the adjournment of the Legislature. 
Price varies with size of the book. 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Biennial report. 

Contains much information about the 
public free schools of Texas. The re- 
port is issued about March 1st of the 
year in which there Is a regular session 
of tfte Legislature. Free. 

13. LOCAL HISTORY. . 

Each library should endeavor to 
build up a good collection of the ma- 



The Texas Federation of Women's 
Clubs, which is to meet at San Anto- 
nio November 29th to December 2nd, 
has emphasized the interest of the 
club women in free public libraries by 
calling one of the sessions the library 
session. The following program has 
been announced for this meeting 
which is to be held Thursday morn- 
ing December 1st, at 11:10 o'clock. 

LiBBABT Session. 

Leader, Mrs. J. C. Terrell, Chair- 
man of the Texas Library and His- 
torical Commission. 

"Dr. George P. Garnson; An Ap- 
preciation." By Dr. E. C. Barker, As- 
sociate Professor of History in the 
University of Texas. 

"Traveling Libraries." By Mrs. B. 
W. Lewis, Chairman of Committee on 
Traveling Libraries, Federation of 
Women's Clubs. 

*^Management of a Small Library" 
By Benjamin Wyche, Librarian of the 
Carnegie Library of San Antonio. 

"Work of the Texas Library anc* 
Historical Commission." By E. W 
Winkler, Secretary of the Commission. 
Austin. 

"Library Legislation." By R. R, 
Smith, Member of the Thirty-second 
Legislature, Jourdanton. 

Mr. Wyche has prepared a library 
exhibit, which may be seen at the 
Carnegie Library of San Antonio. It 
will prove very helpful to those who 
have to deal with library problems. 
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Published Quarterly by the Texas Library and Hisccrical Commission. 
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TEXAS LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Eugene C. Barker, Austin, Chairman Hugh N. Fitzgerald, Fort Worth 

Mrs. Joseph B. Dibrell, Seguin W. F. Douebty, Austin 

Mrs. Joseph D. Sayers, Austin E. W. Winkler, Austin, Secretary 



The income of every family is increased by the possession and use of 
a public library. This item is never found set down in the accounts of 
a family as a part of their income and the students of budgets are too 
apt to overlook it; but all communal property, as parks, playgrounds, 
public schools, free libraries and reading rooms are so much addition 
to the enjoyments of all who have the taste and inclination to use them. 
As the library contains the very best thoughts of the greatest men and 
women of all time, I should say that the public free library is among 
the very highest possessions of the people. 

When we consider the dangers of idleness or of a depraved use of 
leisure, and when we consider the splendid opportunity for spiritual 
growth which comes from systematic and daily use of the library, we 
must place this institution among the highest agencies of social ameliora- 
tion and progress. Every year sees improvement in the administration 
of this noble trust by its professional custodians and administrators. — 
Charles R, Henderson, 



Gifts to public libraries in the United States during 1913 included 
ten buildings, twelve building sites, 168,655 volumes and $4,428,241 
in cash. Of the cash donations the Carnegie Corporation contributed 
$2,371,642. 



The American Library Association will meet at Washington, D. C, 
May 25-30. 



The Texas Library As^iociation will meet at Austin, April 30 to 
May 2. Mr. P. L. Windsor, who was librarian of the University of 
Texas from 1903 to 1909, will address the Association Friday evening. 
Mr. Windsor is now librarian of the University of Illinois and director 
of the librarv school. 
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Abilene. 

Carnegie Public Library. Miss 
Emma Taylor, Librarian. Statistics for 
year ending 1911: Number of volumes 
3301; accessions 535; circulation 18,910, 
borrowers 1761. Statistics for 1912: 
accessions 399; circulation 18,654. Li- 
brary receives 33 newspapers and peri- 
odicals. 

Austin. 

State Library. Ernest W. Winkler, 
Librarian. The State Library will lend 
book#, not excessively rare nor in con- 
stant use, to persons in any part of the 
State on condition that the borower pay 
the transportation both ways and agree 
to observe a few necessary rules. The 
admission of books to parcels post on 
March 16th promises to increase ex- 
tensivly the use of the State Library 
by persons not residing at tW Capital. 

University of Texas Library. John 
E. Goodwin, Librarian. Number of vol- 
umes 93,085; accessions for the year 
ending April, 1911, 5664; 1912, 5617; 
1913, 7527, and to March, 1914, 7358. 
Receives 523 periodicals, 15 large dailies 
and 1100 county papers. Open 8 to 10; 
Saturday 8 to 5. 

The library building which was begun 
in 1910 was practically completed in 
December, 1912. During' the school year 
1911-12 library work was done under 
great disadvantages. Owing to the 
crowded condition of the main building 
for acaremic purposes, a part of the 
collection was prematurely moved into 
temporary quarters of the unfinished 
building. Here students and librarians 
worked amid the deafening noise of the 
chisel and hammer of the workmen. In 
the fall of 1912 the reading rooms were 
furnished with tables and chairs ac- 
commodating 300 students, aJid in De- 
cember the first five levels of stacks 
were placed and an elevator opening on 
to each aws installed. 

Ballinger. 

Carnegie Public Library. Mrs. W. 
S. Fleming, Librarian. With appropri- 
ate exercises the library was formally 
opened to the public on the evening of 
February 24. 

Bay City. 

The women interested in providing a 
public library for Bay City have organ- 
ized a library a-ssociation which has paid 



$1500 for a site and collected $1000 to- 
ward a building fund. 

Beaumont. 

At a meeting of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, March 19, F. M. Law, third vice- 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, 
presented the affirmative of the proposi- 
tion "Shall we undertake the establish- 
ment of a public library and ask the city 
to maintain the institution'?" There 
was no negative side presented, a stand- 
ing unanimous vote indicating that the 
fifty men present were of one accord 
in the belief that Beaumont needs a pub- 
lic library. The plan as outlined will 
be to meet the standing offer of the 
Carnegie corporation to provide for 
erecting a library ten times the sum a 
city will appropriate yearly for its 
maintenance. The site must also be fur- 
nished by the city, but little time was 
spent discussing this feature, as it is 
not apprehended there will be difficulty 
in securing a site. Mr. Law pointed 
out that to secure a free library build- 
ing costing $20,000, it would be neces- 
sary to appropriate for its maintenance 
$2000 a year. 

It was decided to refer the matter to 
and give full authority to act in the 
premises to a committee composed of 
Mrs. F. M. Law, Mrs. F. D. Minor, Mrs. 
J. L. Cunningham, Mrs. C. A. Richard- 
son, Mrs. John W. Mackey, Mrs. J. W. 
Garth, Mrs. Leon R. Levy, Mrs. J. E. 
Broussard and Mrs. Frank Keith; 
Messrs W. J. Crawford, John C. Ward, 
Guv W. Junker, C. H. Shless, J. J. 
Nathan, W. M. Crook, W. B. Sanders, 
Rev. Ozro McKnight and H. F. Triplett. 

Mr. Emerson stated there would be 
no difficulty in securing the aid of the 
Carnegie corporation because that body 
had sent representatives to Beaumont 
and that these representatives had made 
it known they would approve an appli- 
cation from this city for participation 
in the library fund. — Beaumont Enter- 
prise, March ^20, 1914. 

Beeville. 

Those twenty volumes of juvenile 
books, donated to the library by the 
Beeville Mothers' Club and intended for 
the use of all boys and girls of the city, 
would seem to indicate that at least one 
society or organization in Beeville un- 
derstood its mission and was perform- 
ing it. Many children of poor peoplo, 
whose parents are not contributing mem- 
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bers to the library, have been denied the 
privilege of reading the juvenile volumes 
in the library, but now all little people 
may enjoy the good stories. We con- 
gratulate the Mothers' Club. — Beeville 
Picayune f December 11, 1913. 

Brenham. 

Thirteen years ago — February 19, 1901 
— the Brenham Public Library was es- 
tablished by the Fortnightly Club as its 
federation work. There was a nucleus 
of two or three hundred books to begin 
with; at present between four and ftve 
thousand volumes are neatly arranged 
in the library rooms in the city hall, 
and the librarian, Miss Annette Ray, is 
on duty every day. The books are well 
selected and cover almost every subject. 

While it is a public institution, it is 
maintained and controlled by the Fort- 
nightly Club. The present board of di- 
rectors is composed of Mrs. R. P. 
Thompson, president; Mrs. M. Hetty 
Curry, secretary-treasurer, and Mes 
dames T. J. Pier, Boiling Eldridge and 
J. S. Giddings. 

No public institution in Brenham has 
ever given the same amount of pleasure 
and satisfaction as has the public li- 
brary. This is particularly applicable 
to the school children, for they are the 
libray's best patrons. — Galveston News, 
February 20, 1914. 

On January 22, the mayor of Bren- 
ham by proclamation set apart January 
24, 1914, as official Tag Day for the 
ci^ of Brenham, and authorized the 
raising of funds for th^ public library 
by the usual methods and rules hereto- 
fore employed on such occasions. 

Commenting upon the mayor's action, 
the Brenham Banner-Press in its edito- 
rial columns published the following: 

"It is a fact that the Public Library 
is already one of the most popular as 
well as useful institutions in this city 
and nothing should be spared in the way 
of pains or expense to make it still bet- 
ter and more comprehensive in its scope 
of influence and usefulness. 

**During the rainy days while the recent 
flood was at its height and when a large 
number of people were marooned here, 
waiting for the regular operation of 
trains to be resumed, the sojourners 
spent most of their time in the library 
rooms reading books and magazines and 
otherwise enjoying themselves. 

"The library which already has a 
pretty good start should be enlarged 
and added too continually. This can b" 
done by buying new books outright or 
by people who have books donating them 
to the library. One of the unmistaka- 



ble evidences of the material and intel- 
lectual advancement of any city is found 
in its public library and the town or city 
that has no public library is behind the 
times." 

Brownwood. 

Carnegie Library. Miss Pink Noijl, 
Librarian. The city council furnished, 
the library committee with eight teams 
and all necessary labor to transfer suffi- 
cient dirt to raise and park the grounds. 
The Santa Fe railroad furnished a blue 
print giving plans for the parking of 
the grounds. The committee, still hav- 
ing the $500 won in last yearns Cleanest 
Town Contest, are determined to S|)end 
the last dollar of it if necessary to make 
the library grounds the most attractive 
in west Texas. Three-planting day was 
celebrated by the City Federation of 
Women's Clubs, with a program on the 
library grounds, a short talk being made 
as each tree was planted. 

Bryan. 

Carnegie Public Library. Miss 
Lilly Wilson, Librarian. Statistics for 
1913: Accessions 310; borrowers 2313. 
Library receives 20 newspapers and i)e- 
riodicals. Annual expenses: Salaries, 
$460; books and periodicals $275; otJier 
expenses $50; total $785. 

The Woman's Club observes March 2 
each year as Library Day. The tea 
given in the reading room of the library 
on this occasion realized a nice sum. 
The club also donated several valuable 
reference books. 

By a unanimous vote the city council 
recently increased the salary of the li- 
brarian. 

Canyon. 

The main building of the West Texas 
State Normal College was destroyed by 
fire March 25. The library was almost 
a complete loss. 

Cazilsbad. 

State Tuberculosis Sanatorium. 
B. Dromgoole, Librarian. The Superin- 
tendent of the Sanatorium recently jmb- 
lished in the daily press a request fcir 
donations of books and periodicals for 
the benefit of the library of this initi- 
tution. 

Commerce. 

Mr. S. E. Green, secretary of the 
Commercial Club of Commerce, Texn^?.. 
was in the city last Friday to investi- 
gate the mode of procedure* to secure a 
library for Commerce. While here Mr. 
Green met Mr. R. F. McGill, secretary 
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of the Progressive League, who gixxe liim 
much of the information he was looking 
for. Mr. McGill carried him to the 
building where the librarian, Mrs. Boze- 
man, explained the working of t'jo li- 
brary. We are proud to know that 
other towns are taking notice of our en- 
terprises. — Winnsboro A>ir«, February 
27, 1914. 

Corpus Christi. 

La Retama society, recently extended 
$500 by the city council to go toward 
creating a permanent public library, re- 
ports progress in securing the additional 
funds that will be needed to insure the 
project its fulleet measure of success. 

The society will have to keep the new 
library open every day, will have to em- 
ploy a librarian, secure additional bo«»ks 
and meet many expenditures not hereto- 
fore provided for. Its members are en- 
thusiastic over the prospect and are 
working zealsously to show the city 
council it has made no mistake in mak- 
ing the public library possible. — Corpus 
Christi Caller, March 16, 1914. 

Corsicana. 

Public Libbabt. Mrs. Mattie C. 
Houston, Librarian. Statistics for year 
ending December, 1913: Number cf'voU 
umes 8682; accessions 759; circulation 
43,067; borrowers 6112. Receives 110 
newspapers and periodicals. Library 
open 11 hours on week days, 4 hours en 
Sundays. Fiscal years ends April 30, 
1913. Annual receipts: taxes $2681.50; 
other sources 879.02; total $3560.62. 
Annual expenses: salaries $1403.40; 
books, periodicals and binding $1092.75; 
other expenses $800.41 ; total $3206.56. 

The trustees decided to give two free 
lectures during the winter months. Dr. 
J. P. Simonds, who has the chair of Pre- 
ventive Medicine in the Medical Depart- 
ment of the State Universitv at Galves- 
ton, will deliver a lecture on the subject, 
"Germs: Friendly and Otherwise," in 
January. At some date in March, Judge 
Dunlap of Waxahachie, will lecture on, 
"Tlie Panama Canal," illustrated with 
colored views. 

Dallas. 

Oak Cliff Bbanch Libbabt. Plans 
for the Oak Cliff branch of the Dallas 
Public Library have been approved by 
the Carnegie corporation. Tlie work of 
selecting the books and cataloguing has 
already started. 

Baptist .Sanitabium. The Baptist 
Sanitarium at Dallas is trying to estab- 
lish a library for the use of patients 
during convalescence, and also for the 



use of the many nurses and other help- 
ers. The institution cared for 4284 pa- 
tients last year. At least 3000 of this 
number would have enjoyed something 
good to read during their convalescence. 
All profits of the sanitarium goes into 
their charity fund, so they have no money 
with which to buy books, and they :ire 
asking that friends of the sick send good 
books and late magazines. — Rotan Ad- 
vance, February 27, 1914. . 

Denison. 

XXI Club Libbabt. For the purpos*^ 
of encouraging a taste for literature and 
stimulating a desire for helpful and 
healthful reading amonp^ the citizens of 
Denison, the officers and members of the 
XXI Club some time ago established in 
connection with the club a library which 
contains many valuable and interesting 
selections, and to which books covering 
various subjects are constantly being 
added. 

Perhaps it is not generally known that 
this library is open to the entire citi- 
zenship upon an equal footing with the 
membership. In fact, The Herald, in 
common with many others, thought it 
had,^ been established and wa« main- 
tained and operated in the interest of 
the membership exclusively, which, by 
the way, would have been legitimate and 
altogether right. But we have had our 
impression corrected by an officer of the 
organization, who states that the insti- 
tution is open to every citizen, and each 
and evtery member would be greatly 
pleased if the people of the city would 
show more interest in the library than 
they have in the past. 

The library is open every Saturday 
afternoon, the secretary being in charge, 
when and where she will be glad to meet 
the citizens of Denison and more thor- 
oughly explain the purposes, objects, in- 
tentions and hopes of the club. — Denison 
Herald, January 24, 1914. 

Cotton Mill Bbanch. Mrs. M. L. 
Oglesby, president of the XXI Club, 
announced this morning that the club 
had completed arrangements with Mr. 
Ben Munson for the opening of a free 
library at the cotton mill. Mr. Munson 
has arranged a room in the mill for the 
library and will furnish help to check 
the books out to the people in that 
neighborhood. The ladies will ask the 
help of every person in Denison in con- 
tributing books and periodicals to the li- 
brary. — Denison Herald, March 10, 1914. 

Fort Worth. 

Cabnegie Public .Libbaby. Mrs. 
Charles Scheuber, Librarian. Statistics 
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for year ending March 1, 1911: Num- 
ber of volumes 20J05; accessions 2384; 
circulation 68,883; borrowers 10,338; 
Annual receipts: taxes $9800; other 
sources $543.11; total $10,343.11. An- 
nual expenses: salaries $3664.25; books, 
periodicals and binding $2687.03; other 
expenses $4233.79; total $10,585.07. 

Statistics for 1912: Number of vol- 
umes 22,617; accessions 2555; circula- 
tion 74,975; borrowers 10,338. Annual 
receipts: taxes $11,316.32; pther 
sources $536.09; total $11,852.41. An- 
nual expenses: salaries $4335.25; books, 
periodicals and binding $2654.91; other 
expenses $4273.34; total $11,263.50. 

Statistics for 1913: Number of vol- 
umes 24,061; accessions 2073; circula- 
tion 71,758; borrowers 12,097. Receives 
271 newspapers and periodicals. Open 
from 9 to 9 on week days, 2 to 6 on Sun- 
days and holidays. Annual receipts: 
taxes $10,018.61; other sources $529.67; 
total $10,548.28. Annual expenses: sal- 
aries $4351; books, periodicals and bind- 
ing $2570.17; other expenses $4413.26; 
total $11,334.43. 

Tlte main development at the library 
since the appearance of No. 2 of Texas 
Libraries has been the establishment of 
three stations, one on the east side and 
two on the north side, where deposits 
of about three hundred books are kept 
and to which patrons can have books 
which they desire sent. Each station is 
open one afternoon in the week, in 
charge of one of the library assis^tants. 
Patrons can either register at the sta- 
tion nearest their home or at the main 
library. We propose to open two addi- 
tional stations on January first, one on 
the south side and one on the north side, 
making five in all. We have fitted up 
one of the basement rooms for a public 
document room by equipping it with 
Art Metal library stacks and have add- 
ed two stacks to the stack room. The 
interior of the building has been re- 
painted in flat oil color and this fall all 
the woodwork and metal on the exterior 
was painted, so that we feel as if our 
quarters were quite new. 

Franklin. 

The city of Franklin has been prom- 
ised $7500 by the Carnegie corporation 
for a public library on tlie usual condi- 
tions. 

Gainesville. 

Pi'BLic Library. Miss Lillian Gun- 
ter. Librarian. Statistics for 1911: 
Number of volumes 1629; accessions 
298; circulation 7375; borrowers 1336. 
Annual receipts: taxes $300; other 



sources $282; total $582. Annual ex- 
penses: salaries $300; books and period- 
icals $200; other expenses $82; total 
$582. 

Statistics for 1912: Number of vol- 
umes 2382; accessions 263; circulation 
6600; borrowers 1884. Annual receipts: 
taxes $300; other sources $215.49; total 
$515.49. Annual expenses: salaries 
$300; books and periodicals $167.46; 
other expenses $48.03; total $515.49. 

Statistics for 1913: Number of vol- 
umes 2489; accessions 246; circulation 
6495; bbrowers 2131. Receives 6 news- 
papers and periodicals. Annual receipts: 
taxes $300; other sources $114.97; total 
$414.97. Annual expenses: salariee 
$300; books and periodicals $66.59; 
other expenses $47.38; total $414.97. 
Library open 3 hours on week days. 

Heat and light are furnished by the 
city without cost to the library associa- 
tion. 

The greatest event in the history of 
the Gainesville Public Library was the 
commencement, on December 29th, of the 
new building, the gift of Andrew Carne- 
gie to the city of Gainesville. This 
building is to be of cream colored brick 
50x60 ft. in dimension with main li- 
brary floor and high basement and is to 
be fully equipped and furnished for 
$15,000. In designing and equipping 
this building the main thought has been 
for economy of administration and the 
comfort of the patrons. The high base- 
ment provides besides an assembly hall 
and two class rooms a commodious and 
fully equipped negro reading room, be- 
lieved to be the first one in the State. 
The chief gift received by the library 
during the year was $1750'from various 
citizens for the purchase of tlie lot on 
which to build the new library. Besides 
this we received donations toward the 
book fund of $46.40 and 92 volumes. 

"The Carnegie Board of Inspectors 
which accepted the plans for this build- 
ing complimented the plans for economy, 
efficiency and beauty, declaring them 
among the most satisfactory plans ever 
submitted for their inspection. This 
building will be erected, furnished and 
equipped down to the smallest particu- 
lar for the sum of $15,000, the sum do- 
nated by Mr. Carnegie for that purpose. 
The only thing lacking will be books. 

**The XLI Club are preparing to de- 
liver to the city their right and title to 
the 2,500 or more books composing the 
present Public Library and now located 
in the city hall. With the opening of 
the new library, a much larger number 
of books will be required. To meet this 
emergency, the library association, the 
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XLI Club, and others interested in the 
library decided to hold a tag day. The 
mayor designated Saturday, March 14, 
for this purpose." — Gainesville Register , 
March 9. 1914. 

"The Tag Day workers felt very proud 
of their success Saturday when it was 
realized early in the day that they would 
take in more than three hundred dollars 
for the purpose of purchasing new books 
for the Public Library. The exact 
amount so far received is $342 and more 
is expected from several sources. Be- 
sides this amount of money numbers of 
people promised the workers donations 
of valuable books or sets of books for 
the library. 

"One result of the Tag Day work, 
making more for reading and more 
desirable even than its financial success, 
is the widespread interest evinced in the 
Public Library and the fine team work 
done by the hundred or more ladies who 
voluntarily laid aside their social pleas- 
ures and household duties for a few hours 
and devoted themselves to the welfare 
of this new institution from which they 
hope for so much benefit for their chil- 
dren, husbands and selves. — Gainesville 
Register, March 17. 

Galveston. 

Rosenberg Library. Frank C. Pat- 
ten, Librarian. A swinging picture rack 
was installed Friday at the Rosenberg 
Library. The rack will hold 24 pictures 
3x4 feet, or a much larger number of 
smaller pictures. Two heavy glass win- 
dows, made to join together, form the 
holding place for the pictures. The clear 
glass frame on either side will enable 
pictures to be shown on both sides. The 
contrivance has a base similar to that 
of a heavy oak table. The upright post 
to which the frames are annexed is 
four-sided, and to each side six of the 
plate glass holders are attached. 

For several years past the library has 
preserved all pictures of value, and more 
than 5000 pictures of every kind are 
stored away in large file cases. One 
can hardly mention a subject, a place or 
a person well known that the file case 
will not yield a view of, and in many 
cases there are views enough to furnish 
a pictorial history of the subject. Many 
of these pictures may now be found in 
the new revolving picture case, and es- 
pecially those pictures given added sig- 
nificance by current events. — Galveston 
News, March 28, 1914. 

Greenville. 

Carnegie Library. Miss Corinne 
Gee, Librarian. During the past year 



there has been a circulation of some six 
thousand, and two hundred and seventy- 
five new registrations. The library book 
committee, of which Mrs. Harry Car- 
penter is chairman, has purchased this 
year "Southern Literature," "Stoddard's 
Lectures," "The Harvard Classics," 
some books of fiction and has placed in 
the reference room a new reading table 
and book case. About thirty of the best 
magazines can be found on the reading 
table, among them WorUVs Work, Cur- 
rent Opiniony Review of Reviews , Lit- 
erary Digest and The American City, 
the last named a monthly review of 
municipal and civic betterment. (Ex- 
tract from annual report of the Libra- 
rian. ) 

In commenting upon the report of the 
librarian, the editor of the Greenville 
Herald has this to say: 

"But Miss Gee's report, encouraging 
as it is in respect of the number of 
persons who patronize the library, can 
not conceal the drawback that is felt 
because of inadequate financial support, 
and especially of some specified mean» 
of support, or income. As it now stands 
the library is dependent almost wholly 
upon the whims of donors for the ad- 
ditions to its shelves. No systematic 
purchases of reference works or of stand- 
ard works of fiction can be made, be- 
cause the librarian and the board of 
trustees do not know how much money 
they will have with which to purchase 
books. 

The library is closed at noon now and 
it is not open at night. This could be 
remedied if Miss Gee were provided with 
an assistant. Some years ago the li- 
brary was kept open in the evenings, 
but the practice was discontinued be- 
cause the city's population at that time 
Avas not of sufficient nor of the proper 
kind to justify it. The Greenville of 
today, however, is not the Greenville of 
a few years ago. We now have a large 
floating population to whom the library 
would in the evenings be a very com- 
forting and helpful diverstisement. 

"Conditions at the library now impel 
us to think that two steps are necesasry 
to be taken to insure the placing of the 
library on the proper basis. The first 
is to give the library a splendid income, 
one which can be relied upon year after 
year. To guarantee this income it would 
probably be best to place a small tax 
upon the people of Greenville. A tax 
of two and one-half cents would provide 
abundantly for the needs of the institu- 
tion in this respect. The other step 
calls for the engagement of an assistant 
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for Miss Gee, in order that the library 
may be kept open evenings. 

HaskeU. 

The Magazine Club met Saturday, 
January 24. Miss MeConnell presented 
nine volumes of **History of the Nation." 
The object of this organization is "A 
greater library for Haskell." (Jet busy 
and help a good cause along by taking 
a year's membership card at $1, or rent- 
ing a book at ^ve cents a copy. The 
club has purchased handsome new case^ 
and expects to fill them with good books 
every one will enjoy. Visit the library 
Tuesday from 3 to 6. — Haskell Free 
Press, January 31, 1914. 

Houston. 

Houston Bar Libbart. The use of a 
part of the fifth floor of the courthouse 
has been granted to the Harris County 
Bar Asociation. In this space will be 
installed the modern library that the 
Harris County Bar Association will 
maintain, in a well lighted and well ven- 
tilated room, and in charge of a com- 
petent librarian. An architect will be 
secured to plan the necessary changes 
for the fifth floor. The work of secur- 
ing funds necessary for the establish- 
ment of such a library has been under 
way since 1912. More than $8000 has 
been subscribed. Of this amount, $2500 
has been paid in cash, and considerable 
has been paid in books. It is proposed 
by the attorneys to maintain a well 
equipped library for the use and benefit 
of all members of the Harris County 
Bar. 

PvBLic Schools. The annual Thanks- 
giving offering of the school children 
amounted to $600. This sum will be 
used in the purchase of additional books 
for the school libraries. 

Colored Library. The Colored Li- 
brary was opened with appropriate cere- 
monies on the 11th of April, 1913. The 
library in acordance with the wishes of 
the board and of the mayor and city 
commissioners will be administered as a 
separate library and not as a branch of 
Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Library. 
The city makes a monthly appropriation 
of $125 for the maintenance of the li- 
brary. The attendance and circulation 
records for the fiscal year ending March 
1, 1914, prove that the new library for 
the negro population of Houston lias be- 
come quite popular. 

Rice Institute Library. Temporary 
quarters for the library of the Institute 
have been provided on the second floor 



of the Administration Building. In its 
initial equipment the policy is being 
followed of providing only such hooka as 
are necessary to supplement the courses 
of instruction and to support the inde- 
pendent invfistigations of the staff and 
advanced students. In this manner a 
high degree of efficiency becomes possi* 
ble at tfie very beginning of the library's 
existence. Moreover, for works of general 
and more popular interest the shelves 
of the Carnegie Library of Houston are 
accessible to all members of the Insti- 
tute. — Extract from Preliminary An- 
nouncements for 1913-14. 

The Houston Lyceum and Carnegie 
Library. Miss Martha Schnitzer, Li- 
brarian. Statistics for year ending 
April 30, 1911: Number of volumes 
31,769; accessions 3376; circulation 
94,369; borrowers 11,277. Annual re- 
ceipts: taxes $8,706.34; rent $319.75; 
other sources $1526.61; total $10,552.60. 
Annual expenses: salaries $3910; books, 
periodicals and binding $3592.37; other 
expenses $2971.62; total $10,473.99. 

Statistics for 1912: Number of vol- 
umes 35,426; accessions 4793; circula- 
tion 102,580; borrowers 13,176. Annual 
receipts: taxes taxes $9541.63; rent 
$356.76; other sources $1790.80; total 
$11,689.18. Annual expenses: salaries 
$4290; books, periodicals and binding 
$3684.84; other expenses $3665.54; to- 
tal $11,640.38. 

Statistics for 1913: Number of vol- 
umes 39,126; accessions 3988; circula- 
tion 112,595; borrowers 13,464. Library 
receives 221 periodicals and 26 news- 
papers. Library is open 9 to 9 on week 
days and 2 to 6 Sundays. Annual re- 
ceipts: taxes $11,416.63; rent $60; 
other sources $1307.92; total $12,784.55. 
Annual expenses: salaries $5873.05; 
books, periodicals and binding $3949.03; 
other expenses $2380.20; total $12,- 
202.28. 

In June 1913, on aoount of the very 
depleted city treasury, the mayor de- 
creased the library's maintenance fund 
from $1125 to $660 per month. 

The increased growth in the use of the 
library made it necessary to utilize all 
availai^le space; therefore, the club 
women were asked to give up the room 
they had ocupied since the beginning of 
the library. The room was vacated the 
latter part of December, 1912, and steps 
were immediately taken to equip it as 
a children's room. Fans were installed 
and windows had to be cut to provide 
more light and better ventilation. 

The reading room was moved upstairs 
to the alcoves formerly occupied by the 
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children's department, and the alcove 
downstairs formerlv used as a reading 
room was converted into a much needed 
reference room. For these changes a 
good deal of new equipment was needed. 
A number of changes have been made 
in the staff. Mrs. T. Dumble resigned 
in 1912, after several years service in 
the library. Miss Julia Ideson, libra- 
rian for ten yeara, left the library on 
December 1, 1913. Miss Martha Schnit- 
zer, formerly assistant librarian, was 
placed in charge of the library. 

Houston Heights. 

The congregation of the Westminster 
church has accumulated a large number 
of good books and formed a library as- 
sociation. 

A formal opening will take place next 
Monday night, March 2, at the church, 
Some short addresses will be delivered. 
Music and a social time is expected. All 
are invited to be present. — Suburbanite, 
February 27, 1914. 

Jacksonville. 

The reading room is now open. It is 
free to everybody. All that the library 
association asks is that the public make 
use of it. Conditions in the room are 
not ideal by any means, but they will 
be much better in a few days. Xo one 
is allowed to take magazines or refer- 
ence books from the reading room, nor 
to talk or otherwise disturb any one in 
the room. 

The reading room is on the fifth floor 
of the First National Bank Building, 
and will be kept open every day during 
the week and on Sunday afternoons. — 
Jacksonville Progress j Jenuary 31, 1914. 

Lockhart. 

Eugene Clabk Library. For the 
building and maintenance of this li- 
brary, Dr. Eugene Clark bequeathed 
$10,000. The building was erected at a 
cost of something over $6,000, and the 
balance is held in trust for the purpose 
of defraying the expenses necesary to 
have it properly looked after and cared 
for. The building was completed in 
1900, and dedicated on July 6th of that 
year. It ocupies a promient and con- 
venient place almost in the very heart 
of the city and is a beautiful building. 
It is well equipped, beautifully finished, 
and has proven a source of gi-eat com- 
fort to the people of the city. It con- 
tains a library of 4400 bound volumes, 
1000 unbound magazines, and several 
hundred valuable pamphlets, . maps, 
charts and manuscripts; a rostrum and 
a seating capacity of about 300. Besides 



these accommodations the Irving Club 
has a beautifully furnished room on 
the upper floor. 

Judge E. H. Rogan is librarian, and 
keeps everything up to a perfect stand- 
ard. He is ambitious to build up a 
larger library and never lets an oppor- 
tunity pa«s to further the interests of 
the institution. He also is now engaged 
in building up a collection of minerals 
and curios and the collection he has is 
indeed a credit to him and the library. 
— Lockhart Post, May 2, 1912. 

E. H. Rogan, 80 years old, probably 
the best known and most prominent man 
in this section of Texas, died at his 
home in Lockhart, March 21, 1914. Mr. 
Rogan was the flrst county judge under 
the new constitution of 1875, and was a 
leading member of the local bar and 
served a number of terms in the State 
Legislature. He was a writer of ability 
and contributed many articles, prose 
and verse, to Texas papers, and at 
one time published a paper here. 
(Lockhart item in Austin Statesman, 
March 22, 1914.) 

Memphis. 

Carnexsie Library. Miss Elizabeth 
K. Hughston, Librarian. Statistics for 
seven months ending November 1, 1913: 
Number of volumes 1666; circulation 
5551; borrowers 502. The library re- 
ceives 45 periodicals. Receipts: taxes 
$400; other sources $421.85; total 
$821.85. Expenditures $810.95. 

Extract from the librarian's report: 
"The boys and girls of Memphis are the 
library's best patrons. They have, by 
their free use of the library, and by 
their approval of it, done much to add 
to its popularity. The taste for good 
books once acquired is permanent. 
* * * Since the opening of school, 
over 600 pupils have visited the refer- 
' ence department. 

"We have had a large number of vis- 
istors to the library. *Out of town' 
guests are loud in their praise of Mem- 
phis and her progressive citizenship. 
Often this remark is heard, *I live in 
a much larger town than this and we 
do not have the benefits of a public li- 
brary. I admire and respect the spirit 
and the pluck of Memphis.' " 

Extracts from the report of the li- 
brary board: "A great many gratify- 
ing things have been noticed. Quite 
a number of boys and girls, who have 
not had access to many books, especially 
the expensive reference and historical 
works, have taken advantage of the li- 
brary for information and reading. The 
teachers tell us that the librarv Ims been 
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a material aid to the work of the public 
school. Loafing on the steets by our 
younger set has notably diminished as 
a result of the Sunday afternoon hours 
and particularly the ''social hour." Wo 
have striven to make the library a kind 
of social (not a sparking) center, where 
our young people and others could be 
brought under the influence of good 
books and magazines, and at the same 
time enjoy the privilege of social con- 
tact under the watch-care of Miss Hugh- 
ston. Those of our citizens who have 
found themselves in need of useful in- 
formation have found it here. 

"All our committees have done faith- 
ful work to the end that no trashy books 
or magazines have been admitted, that 
our building and grounds have been kept 
in the best of sanitary and civic condi- 
tions, that we have secured a lyceum 
course of unusual merit from which we 
hope to make a fair sum of money, and 
that our accounts and records have been 
kept in the best of order. 

•'We feel that the library is a most 
valuable asset to our town. It is cer- 
tainly a most righteous factor in the 
upbuilding of a better citizenship and 
a more stable community. We shall 
strive next year to adminieter its affairs 
just as economically as posible, and at 
the same time keep it up to the highest 
possible standard of eflSciency and use- 
fulness. Our everlasting gratitude is 
due Mr. Carnegie for his gift." 

Mertzon. 

Why can we not have an Exchange 
Reading Club? Nearly every family in 
Mertzon has one or more magazines that 
when read arc of no more use and are 
destroyed. This reading matter would 
be of interest to some other family who 
have some useless magazines of their 
own. If a club could be formed whereby 
.all these magazines could' circulate from 
one family to another and every one 
have the advantage of the entire collec- 
tion of reading matter, would it not be 
for the pleasure and benefit of all? The 
8tar receives a number of periodicals 
that are of no value when read and we 
would be glad to contribute these for 
the pleasure of our friends and neigh- 
bors and we feel sure there are others 
who would do likewise. — Mertzon 8tar^ 
February 21, 1914. 

Palestine. 

Palestine is soon to have a handsome 
library building, the contract for which 
was let Saturday. Several bids were 
niade on the proposed building, which 
will cost $15.0000. The city recently 



purchased a large lot for $5000 for the 
site and Andrew Carnegie donated the 
money necessary for the building. The 
site for the building is near the business 
district of the city, and is an ideal place 
with plenty of room for a beautiful 
lawn. — Galveston News, December 23, 
1913. 

Peoos. 

A spirited discussion followed when 
someone asked, "What about the li- 
brary?" Quite a little "hurrahing" was 
done, but it was the decided opinion of 
every speaker that the library should 
be equipped and opened, and that at 
an early a date as possible. The secre- 
tary of the club was appointed to act 
with the committee from the city coun- 
cil to take steps toward making this in- 
stitution of benefit in an active way 
to the entire town. The belief was ex- 
pressed that the ladies of the various 
clubs of Peoos would lend their co-opera- 
tion to this end, and some announce- 
ment will probably soon be made in this 
regard. — Pecos Times, December 12, 
1913. 

Plain view. 

The public library received one day 
this week 60 new books, which is quite 
an addition to the library, which now 
contains upwards of 600 books. The li- 
brary was begun only a few months 
ago, and its growth is very satisfactory 
to the Federated Clubs. It is open on 
Saturdays from 2:30 to 6. — Plainview 
yews, February 13, 7914. 

Quanah. 

The Pastors Association held a confer- 
ence Monday afternoon, and decided 
upon meeting the city council and the 
commercial club to discuss the possi- 
bilities of getting a public library for 
Quanah. 

Some years ago negotiations were 
opened here with Andrew Carnegie, and 
he agreed upon giving Quanah a $10,000 
building, provided Quajoah citizens do- 
nated as much, which wae found im- 
practicable. At present the Carnegie 
donations have not quite such a string 
attached to them, and the pastors be- 
lieve they can secure a good-sized dona- 
tion from the Laird of Skibo without 
the citizens having to dig up quite so 
heavy. 

As to the library itself, anybody ac- 
quainted with Quanah's needs will re- 
alize the great use to which such build- 
ing can be put. At present, if we ex- 
cept the commercial club room, there 
is not a place in town for public gather- 
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ings, and the club room is poorly ar- 
ranged for such purposes. By all 
means, let's get a public library. — 
Quanah Tribune-Chief y January 29, 
1914. 

San Antonio. 

Cabnegie Libbabt. Miss Cornelia 
Notz, Librarian. Mrs. Marie Patricia 
Hoke's first **story hour" for the small- 
er children at the Carnegie Library yes- 
terday afternoon was attended by 91 
little girls and boys from four years of 
age to ten. Miss Donna Donecker took 
the second part of the hour to tell the 
children alx>ut "Peter Pan." It was 
found necesary to have a "story hour" 
on Tuesdays, as the crowds attending 
the regular hour on Friday afternoons 
became too large. — Ettpress, March 4, 
1914. 

At a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Carnegie Library held Friday 
morning, the report of the librarian 
showed that the total circulation for the 
library during the month of February, 
1914, was 8936. 

Sherman. 

PuBUC LiBBABT. Mrs. Nora Key 
Weems, Librarian. The plans and spec- 
ifications for the Carnegie Library have 
at last been accepted. These plans and 
specifications were drawn by John 
Tulloch, a well known architect of this 
city, and when first presented the Car- 
negie committee expressed the opinion 
that the building could not be built for 
$20,000, but on being convinced that 
Sherman would take care of that part 
of the proposition notification has been 
received that they will be accepted. 
There are a few details yet to arrange, 
but it will not take long to do this, 
and then bids for the erection of the 
building will be advertised for. 

This structure will be built at the 
corner of Walnut and Jones streets, on 
a lot purchased from Mrs. M. J. Caruth- 
ers, and Andrew Carnegie has agreed 
to furnish $20,000 to be expended on 
the building. This building is to be 
absolutely fire proof, of reinforced con- 
crete and brick, and the outside walls 
will be very ornamental, and the inter- 
ior of the house will also be highly deco- 
rated. The structure is to be "of the 
one-story and high-basement class, and 
will be modern in all of its appoint- 
ments. 

The ladies of the Sherman Civic 
League started a move for a Carnegie 
Library in Sherman several years ago, 
and deserve much credit for the splen- 
did perseverance they have shown iu 



the matter. Later their efforts were 
joined by the Chamber of Commerce, and 
the city council has also helped by agree- 
ing to appropriate $1000 per year for 
its support, and a fund will be arranged 
for with which to purchase books. — 
Sherman Democrat , January 8, 1914. 

Stamford. 

Cabnegie Libbabt. Miss Euna Bur- 
row, Librarian. The board of directors 
of the Carnegie Library held the annual 
meeting of that association Wednesday, 
March 4. The affairs of the library were 
found to be in good shape and the li- 
brarian reported more readers at this 
time than at any former date in the 
history of the organization. The book 
committee was instructed to address a 
letter to every organized club, society or 
class of any kind in the city asking for 
a donation of one or more books, or 
58 cents in cash, said funds to be used 
in buying books and such books donated 
being placed in the reading rooms. Al- 
ready the Men's Reading Club has given 
five books in answer to this appeal and 
it is expected that all of the other or- 
ganizations asked will co-operate in this 
worthy movement. 

Sulphur Springs. 

For some time after its construction, 
the library was at a standstill; odds 
seemed against it. But under the rush- 
ing, but short, administration of the 
late Mayor Denton it took on new life 
and has become a most important factor 
in the clean, steady uplift of our city. 

Extracts from the librarian's report 
for 1913: The verv last meeting pre- 
sided over by the lamented Mayor K. 
T. Denton was a meeting of the board 
of trustees of Carnegie Library. 

Through his earnest and untiring ef- 
forts in connection with those appointed 
by him on this important board, the li- • 
brary has grown wonderfully within the 
last eight or ten months. A corres- 
ponding report of books classified in the 
year 1912 only numbered 41 against 377 
volumes in 1913 a fraction more than 
one for each day in the year. 

The board bought 129 volumes. 248 
were donated. Total number of books 
read during the year 8954, against 6847 
in the previous year. Adult fiction 
6248, juvenile fiction 2419, adult class- 
ics 117. Number of new readers: 
adults 258, juvenile 141. A total gain 
over preceding year of 399. Increase 
in circulation, both old and new books, 
2107. 

Last May the lady members of the 
board organized the story-telling hour 
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with an average attendance of 150 chil- 
dren. Finding that seats were lacking 
to properly accommodate this number, 
Mayor Denton told the ladies to devise 
means to get chairs donated. He prom- 
ised two chairs from the city for each 
one given elsewhere. This has resulted 
in sufficient chairs to again take up the 
story hour. 

During the month of February, 1914, 
962" volumes were issued, 37 new read- 
ers were enrolled, and the Harvard 
Classics were purchased. The total 
number of volumes in the library is 
1581. and a number of excellent periodi- 
cals are received. 

Taylor. 

Public Library. The Taylor Library 
Association was organized on January 
10. About 400 volumes have been col- 
lected and placed in the library room in 
the city hall; they are free to all. 

Terrell. 

Cabi^egie Free Pubuc Library. 
One of the owls that has been finding a 
habitat at the public library, where they 
have been nesting on the cornice and in 
various crevices and emitting weird 
noises to the discomfort of passers-by, 
was taken alive today by Louis Wilson, 
the colored janitor of the library. The 
bird has been christened "Andy," in 
honor of the founder of the library, and 
will be placed on exhibition at one of 
the stores. — Terrell Transcript, January 
8. 1914. 

Texarkana. 

Captain J. T. Roseborough, who is one 
of the many interested in seeing an ap- 
propriate monument erected to the Con- 
federate Veterans in this city, stat?d 
yesterday that more than $6000 had been 
sub^ribed and that while this sum 
seemed quite large, it would require an 
additional $4000 to erect a suitable 
monument. 

There has been some talk of erocling 
a library and reading room on tlieJot 
with the monument, and it is possibk- 
that this may be done. If only the mon- 
mnent is erected it will be on the lot 
just south of the postoffice on State 
Line Avenue, but if both the monu- 
ment and reading room are erected the 
location will probably be changed to a 
point on State Line Avenue where the 
six streets intersect. This, it is pointed 
out, would be an ideal location, and 
some are anxious that arrangements be 
made to erect both library and the mon- 
ument. — Texarkana Courier, March 15, 
1914. 



Tyler. 

Carnegie Public Library. Miss 
Ethel Pitcher, Librarian. Extract from 
the librarian's report for January, 1914: 
Circulation 3032; new readers registered 
63; attendance in reference room 896; 
books mended 70. About 250 new books 
have just been received. A list of the 
new books will be furnished to those 
calling at the desk. 

The librarian wishes to call attention 
to the rapid growth of the library both 
in the circulation of books and in the 
use of the reading and reference rooms, 
January breaking all records in the his- 
tory of the library, there being an in- 
crease in circulation of 989 over Jan- 
uary of last year. 

Vernon. 

Several Panhandle cities are now in- 
terested in the library proposition and 
are inaugurating arrangements to try 
and land one. On Wednesday Secretary 
Housells of the Commercial Club of Ver- 
non came up here and spent the day to 
look into the details of the library prop- 
osition. He made a visit to the library 
and was delighted to see the splendid 
equipment that we have. He also went 
over the details with Secretary Read as 
to what was necessary to secure an ap- 
propriation at the hands of Mr. Car- 
negie. He said his people were greatly 
interested and the city would readily 
give the site and also that the city 
council would provide the ten per cent 
for maintenance. Memphis is the only 
city in Northwest Texas except Stam- 
ford that ha« a Carnegie Library and it 
gives us some little prestige. It is a 
great adjunct to a well conducted high 
school. — Ball County Herald (Mem- 
phis), January 30, 1914. 

Waco. 

Public Library. Miss Pauline Mc- 
Cauley, Librarian. The total number 
of volumes circulated during February 
was 6918. From February 23 to 28, 
1598 books were taken out, the largest 
number for one week since the organiza- 
tion of the library. The largest number 
for one day was 411. Thirty-eight pic- 
tures were borrowed by teachers to use 
in illustrating their class work. Two 
hundred and forty-two new readers were 
registered; 170 of these were residents 
of Waco who had never used the library 
before. The members of the staflf are 
frequently surprised to learn that there 
are people in Waco who do not know 
of the existence of the public library, 
or if they know of its existence are not 
aware that it is free. 
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Wharton. 

The city council by unanimous vote 
decided yesterday to maintain a Carne- 
gie Library. A mammoth petition, 
signed by taxpayers of the city, was pre- 
eented by members of the New Century 
Club, a literary organization holding 
membership in the State Federation of 
Women's Clubs, asking that the city 
autliorize the setting aside of a fixed 
amount for the maintenance of a $10,000 
building, to be erected on the site of the 
club, which they promised to ffive to the 
city, with all books and equipment ac- 
cumulated during the ten years' effort. 
Mrs. C. M. Hughes presented the peti- 
tion in a very concise though explicit 
history of the movement and called at- 
tention to the insistant demand of the 
citizens that the city secure this munifi- 
cent gift ere the opportunity is lost, and 
stating that twice before an effort had 
been made to have the city provide for 
its maintenance, and tliat twice they 
had been told as soon as the taxable 
values justified it they would do so, 
and that practically the entire citizen- 
ship was in favor of the acceptance, as 
they recognize its value not only in a 
business sense, but its potent influence 
in the community as a cultural center 
and the great aid that it will be to the 
children of the public school. — Houston 
Post, March 18, 1914. 

Wichita FaUs. 

"Why Wichita Falls needs a public 
library" was the subject assigned to 
senior English students of the. high 
school early in January. 

Again the clubwomen of this city have 
expressed their desire for a city library 
and club rooms. This time they have 
carried it to the city council, the site 
they have under advisement being that 
of the city park. A committee composed 
of Mrs. Jas. C. Bemey, S. H. Burnside, 
and Mrs. P. P. Langford presented the 
matter to the city council at its meeting 
Tuesday night. In her address before 
the council, Mrs. Bemey reviewed the 
history of the United Clubs, explaining 
that the chief object of this organiza- 
tion was to do philanthropic and civic 
work. She said that the need for a pub- 
lic library in the city of Wichita Falls 
is very great and is growing greater 



every day. Mrs. Bemey said that the 
little plot of ground called the city park 
was of very little value to the city in ita 
bare condition, but with a good publie 
building thereon would be of much help 
and a credit to the city, and no public 
institution is more greatly needed than 
a library. 

Judge Huff made a brief talk in which 
he said that after a careful examination 
of the deed of the tract to the city, he 
found nothing that would prevent the 
use of the ground for this purpose and 
expressed a hope that immediate action 
would be taken in this cause. 

Aldermen Reed, Richolt and City At- 
torney Bonner were named as a com- 
mittee to meet with the proper authori- 
ties and further investigate the situa- 
tion regarding launching the public li- 
brary.— Wtc At to Falls Trihuney March 
21, 1914. 

Winnsboro. 

The Carnegie Library trustees met in 
called session on Thursday, March 5. 
A large delegation from the Edelweiss 
Club was present and made the board 
an offer to place the new piano, that has 
been needed so long and badly, in the 
auditorium at their expense. The board 
accepted with alacrity and pleasure. 

The treasurer reported the receipt of 
$10.25 from the Thimble Club ladies to 
apply on the furniture for the stage re- 
cently purchased by the board to the 
amount of $48.50. The Edelweiss ladies 
also made a gift of $10 to help pay for 
the furniture. 

The play given on Friday evening for 
the furniture fund, by the ladies of the 
board, netted $18.60. The above sums 
reduce the debt to $9.65. 

The librarian's report for January 
was as follows: Fines collected $1.50; 
December balance $1.53; total $3.03. 
Expenses, janitor, fuel, etc. $2.25; bal- 
ance 78 cents. Readers 600; depositors 
or out-of-town readers 12. — Winnshoro 
Xetcs, March 13, 1914. 

Huntsville. 

Sam Houston Nobmal Institute Li- 
BBABY. Miss Mary Smither, Librarian. 
The library is being recatalogued. Miss 
Laura Hall, a graduate of the Camegie 
Library School of Atlanta, began the 
work in January. 
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NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS SCHOOL LIBRARIES 



The Report of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction shows 
that during the scholastic year 1910-11 there were 9043 white country 
schools, and 546 independent school districts with 150 or more schol- 
astics. 

Sixty-nine counties reported not one volume in school libraries; 
fifteen reported less than 50 volumes per county; and thirty-six counties 
reported having between 50 and 150 volumes per county. Every school 
in these 120 counties had insufficient facilities in the way of school 
libraries, and many of the schools in the counties reporting a larger 
total number of books were likewise handicapped. 

One expects better conditions in the towns and cities, but 112 inde- 
pendent districts reported no library; 74 reported less than 50 volumes 
per district; 98 reported having between 50 and 150 volumes per district. 
The library facilities in over half of the independent school districts do 
not equal one book per child. 

Contrast the conditions in Texas with those existing in New York 
State. In his report for 1912, the Commissioner of Education says, 
"Out of the ten thousand five hundred school districts in the State only 
about one hundred have not a library. These of course are the weakest 
and poorest districts in the State. About three hundred other districts 
have less than fifty volumes each. The average number of volumes in 
each school district in the State is one hundred thirty. In districts main- 
taining a junior academic school, the average number of volumes is five 
hundred fifty; in districts maintaining a middle academic school, the 
average number is six hundred; in districts maintaining a senior high 
school, eight hundred, and in districts maintaining a full high school, 
seven thousand five hundred. The schools are now generally well sup- 
plied with suitable reference books and many good library books. Dur- 
ing the past few years a strong effort has been made to induce schools to 
purchase books adapted to the needs of the Syllabus for Elementary 
Schools and particularly for children in the first six grades. This is 
necessary in order to make the library serve the primary purpose for 
which it has been organized. The annual accession of books, however, 
should enable school authorities in most districts to be able soon to give 
consideration to the second purpose of the library, namely, to provide 
proper literature for the young people who are not in school but who 
reside in the district, and for other residents of the district who may 
desire books.^^ 



^The rural schools can never approximate that efficiency which we 
have every reason to wish until every one of them is equipped with a 
library. They may get the most competent teachers, but the work of 
those teachers will be pretty much wasted if those whom they teach 
are denied access to books. The real university is a librar\', and the 
real scholar is a graduate of that university. Teaching can accomplish 
not much more than to awaken the curiosity that is latent in every 
normal mind and exercise it. To a mind thus awakened and exercised 
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books are indispensible nourishment. Education goes to seed in the 
mind that does not graduate from the school room into the library." — 
Editorial in Oalveston News, February 14, 1914. 



Aransas Pass. 

The students iii the high school are 
proposing to present a play, "Awful 
Aunt," in the high school auditorium, 
January 30. The proceeds from the 
entertainment will go toward establish- 
ing a library for the school, which at 
present does not possess that necessity. 
— Aransas Pa^s Progress, January 23, 
1914. 

The Aransas Pass Woman's Clnb met 
in regular session on February 5. On 
motion of the chairman of the library 
committee, it waa unanimously voted to 
donate 100 volumes or more of school 
and reference books to the new library 
of the public school. — Aransas Pass 
Progress, February 13, 1914. 

Austin. 

What is considered one of the most 
up-to-date libraries ever established in 
the public schools of Texas has just 
been installed in the public schools of 
Austin. The "traveling library," as it 
is called, consists of 176 books, twenty- 
five for each ward school, which have 
been carefully selected by Miss Alice 
Harrison, the school librarian. 

The books are divided into seven sec- 
tions and are placed in shelves, each 
shelf remaining in the same school build- 
ing for a period of four weeks, after 
which time it is transferred to another 
ward school and another put in its 
place. In each shelf is a small bracket 
equipped with a pad and pigeon-holes 
for filing slips so that a record of the 
circulation may be kept as is the case 
in the larger libraries. 

The books have been carefully chosen 
from lists obtained from schools, libra- 
ries and departments of education all 
over the country. In each shelf one book 
of poetry, one of standard fiction, such 
as Dickens or Scott, one of the class 
of Mark Twain or Kipling, one of biog- 
raphy, one mechanical book and one his- 
torical or one dealing with the age of 
chivalry. 

Half of the expense of installing the 
library is being defrayed by the Mothers' 
Clubs of Austin and one-half by the 
schools. — Atistin Statesman, February 
11, 1914. 

Batesville. 

The school library recently started 
has proven a splendid asset to the 



school. The students eagerly call for 
the books suitable to their grade, and 
there has been much reading among 
them. This is a splendid thing in their 
young lives. These books were carefully 
selected and can help the mental and 
moral development of their readers. The 
Herald wants to see this library grow 
and see added to it, at an early date, 
an up-to-date encyclopedia and' other 
good reference works. Let the g^d 
work go on. — Batesville Herald, Janu- 
ary 9, 1914. 

Blessing. 

The pupils of the Blessing schools 
will give an entertainment in the school 
auditorium on Saturday evening, Feb- 
ruary 14, commencing at 8 o'clock. The 
proceeds of the entertainment will be 
used for the enlargement of the library. 
Blessing News, February 13, 1914. 

Brady. 

Some time ago the pupils of the Bra^y 
High School made the school board a 
proposition to furnish $50 to every $100 
spent by the board for a library for the 
high school. The patrons and friends 
of the school will be glad to know that 
at the meeting of the board last week 
they agreed to accept the proposition of 
the students and some time during va- 
cation the upper story of the North 
Ward building will be fitted up and an 
up-to-date library installed. It is the 
purpose of the board to arrange one 
room upstairs for the library and use 
the rest of the space for an auditorium 
for the benefit of the school or such 
other purposes that it might be needed 
for. 

The members of the Brady High 
School Dramatic Club are especially 
elated over the board's willingness to 
put in the library as they have worked 
hard during the winter to raise their 
part of the funds with home talent 
plays and many other ways, and the 
$50 to be given by them is now in the 
bank and ready for the use of the board. 
— Brady Sentinel, March 27, 1914. 

Brownfield. 

Prof. A. K. Huckleberry came in Sat- 
urday anf contracted for us to print 150 
catalogues and rules of the Needmore 
School Library. The professor says 
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they now have 96 volumes. — Broumfield 
Herald, February 6, 1914. 

Prof. Hardin received Farm & Ranch 
library for the public school. These 
books, with the ones already on hand, 
bring the total to eighty odd. The pro- 
fessor informed us that more than half 
the books were out all the time, show- 
ing that they are highly appreciated. — 
Broicnfield Herald, March 6, 1914. 

Buda. 

The girls, of the Buda High School 
will hold a book reception for the ben- 
efit of the public school library on Fri- 
day evening, April 3, 1914. Everybody 
is cordially invited to come and bring 
a book, or the price of a book. There 
will be a short program, including the 
play, "Two Ghost* in White," by the 
seventh and eighth grade girls, music, 
select readings, and a general good time. 
The domestic science class will serve re- 
freshments during the evt-ning. Come 
and help your School Library. — Buda 
Star, March 27, 1914. 

Coleman County. 

The schools of Coleman county are to 
engage in a spelling contest for prizes, 
a $25 library and five copies of Web- 
ster's New International Dictionary. 
The county will be divided into five dis- 
tricts. 

Comanche. 

The call for organization of a library 
association for the public school next 
Wednesday should be a matter of inter- 
est to the people of Coipanche. It is 
?aid there will be provision made for the 
care of a library now that the new 
building purnishes room for its location. 
Of course, pupils in the primary depart- 
ments need no reference books, but the 
advanced pupils — those well towards 
graduating in the common school course 
— can frequently be materially assisted 
over hard places in their course of study 
by a well selected library. — Comanche 
Vanguard, March 1, 1914. 

Commerce. 

The week just preceeding the Christ- 
mas holidays I gave each child in the 
school a small envelope and aent a letter 
to each family in which I asked for a 
contribution for our public school li- 
brary. No definite amount was asked 
for. but we had determined to be satis- 
fied with whatever contribution, large or 
small, was returned in these envelopes. 
It was to be strictly a free-will offering. 
Any amount was to be appreciated and 
no one was to be censured in the least. 



because he felt unable to make a dona- 
tion. 

All will be interested to know the re- 
sult of the plan, especially since it was 
responded to so liberally. Individual 
contributions ranged from one penny to 
one dollar and a half and the sum total 
of these amounts was most gratifying 
as the following statement will show: 

Amount contributed from the Cen- 
tral building $56 76 

Amount contributed from the 

West building 21 22 

Amount contributed from the 
North building 7 80 

Total amount contributed from 

all buildings $85 78 

Expense for printing envelopes 

and letters 4 50 

Net amount for the library fund, de- 
posited in bank $81.28. 

I give the amounts from the different 
buildings separately as I have promised 
the children that the money raised 
would be invested in books for their 
respective wards. 

I wish to thank our patrons and 
friends for this assistance and assure 
you that it is greatly appreciated. The 
school will be much benefitted by the 
addition to the library. — A. L. Day in 
Commerce Journal, January 2, 1914. 

Cuero. 

Friday night at Turner Hall Miss 
Collier's class in elocution and others 
gave a play for the benefit of the school 
library. — Cuero Star, December 19, 1913 

Deport. 

Last Friday night our school gave a 
book reception and society program. We 
had $4.75 given us for library funds and 
eighteen nice books. Besides the books 
contributed, we have 100 books that the 
school has bought, and we are preparing 
another order now, which will be sent 
off soon. Our new book case has been 
filled and we are going to add another 
unit right away. — Deport Times, March 
20, 1914. 

Falfurrias. 

In 1910 our high school library was 
started. The high school girls and fac- 
ulty gave a book reception which was 
the beginning of the library. At the 
same time Mr. Richard Miller, the presi- 
dent of the school board, gave a valuable 
set of encyclopedias. During the same 
year several other sets of encyclopedias 
besides many other books were given. 

During the next year a number of 
books were added. At the close of the 
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term, the junior girls gave a play, the 
proceeds of which went to the library. 
Last year a number of books were 
bought. This year the high school pu- 
pils want to get many other bo<^s that 
are needed for this work. In January 
the senior class expects to present a 
play, the proceeds of which will go to 
the library fund. Other things are be- 
ing planned for the benefit of the li- 
brary. — Falfurias Facta, December 5, 
1913. 

Gk>nzale8 County. 

A. V. Peterson, superintendent of in- 
struction for Gonzales county, has re- 
ceived about 600 volumes of books for 
the rural school libraries of Gonzales 
county. The volumes will soon be dis- 
tributed amone the schools for the bene- 
fit of the students. 

Granger. 

Through the kindness and energetic 
efforts of Mrs. Stella A. Pope, the nec- 
essary amount has been raised for the 
sixty' dollar set of historical reference 
books to be presented the high school 
library and the books will bJ on the 
shelves ere this article goes to print. — 
O ranger NewSy December 4, 1913. 

The entertainment given by Mr. Mad- 
ison J. Lee at the opera house last 
Thursday night was a great success. The 
entertainment netted for the library 
$50.76, which puts this department on 
a good working basis. — Granger Xaca, 
December 19, 1913. 

Kinkier. 

The box supper at the Boethel school 
after being postponed several times on 
account of bad weather occurred Friday 
night, the schoolhouse being crowded to 
the doors. The pupils under the able 
direction of the teachers rendered an in- 
teresting program. After this about 
30 boxee of ^od eatables, prepared by 
the young ladies, were sold to the high- 
est bidders and in some cases the bid- 
ding was quite lively. Twenty-two dol- 
lars was realized from the sale, and 
$14.75 was netted from the soda water 
stand. All this money will be used for 
the library of the Boethel school which 
is one of the best equipped country 
schools in the county. — Halletsville "Sew 
Era, January 20, 1914. 

Hillsboro. 

The Philomathean and Delphian Lit- 
erary societies rendered a program at 
the high school auditorium last Friday 
night, the proceeds going to the libiery 
fund of the school. The affair was es- 



pecially planned and the program was 
exc^lent. — HiUshoro Mirror, December 
17, 1913. 

Hunt County. 

The county superintendent of Hunt 
county made a visit of inspection to ^ 
number of the schools of his county 
during January. His report, as printed 
in the Oreenville Herald of the 30th, 
gives the following facts in regard to 
school libraries: 

"Concord has a library containing 130 
volumes. 

"Hendrix school possesses a nice 
equipment of maps, chart«, ete., library 
case and quite a large number of books. 

"Graham Point school gave a box sup- 
per January 23 to raise funds for a 
school library. The trustees supple- 
mented this sum so that a fifty dollar 
library was made possible. 

"Mt. Zion school library contains 52 
volumes. 

"The Cash school has a library of 80 
volumes. 

"The White Rock school also has a li- 
brary of 80 volumes. 

"The superintendent noted that a 
number of the best schools had no li- 
braries, and he closes with this sugges- 
tion: "If you have no library, try to 
secure one before I visit you." 

Jefferson. 

The book reception was a success, as 
one hundred and sixty volumes were 
added to the small collection composing 
the school library. If one had made 
selections from a hock store they could 
not have been better. A school library 
should not be voluminous, but the books 
should be chosen with reference to use 
in the grades and in the high school. 

These books were donated by a small 
part of the patrons and friends of the 
public school. If all who should htive 
felt an interest had contributed as did 
those who responded, what a splendid 
collection would now fill the shelves. 
I hope that the influence of the recep- 
tion will continue, and that fiieuds to 
education will send books; it is not too 
late. We need dictionaries, two sets of 
encyclopedias, a set of Shakespeare's 
works and volumes of poems. Novels 
by the old standard authors would add 
much. The eight dollars donated will 
be used to purchase books suitable for 
the primary grades. — Jefferson Jemple- 
cute, January 8, 1914. 

Ladonia. 

Miss Thelma Richie, teacher of Dis- 
trict No. 42 near Ladonia, ha« beon 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



-17- 



making some improvements in her 
school. With the co-operation of the 
trustees she has procured $65 worth of 
single desks, two new office chairs, new 
wall paper, window shades besides a 
Farm and Ranch Library. — Bonham 
KeicSy February 20, 1^14. 

Madisonville. 

The Madisonville Mothers* Club pre- 
sented fifty volumes to the school li- 
brary. — Oalveaton Netcs, March 23, 
1914. 

Martin's ICIU. 

The box supper at Martin's Mill Sat- 
urday night was a grand success. Pro- 
ceeds from the supper were $75.45 and 
will be used to buy a library for the 
scliool. — Edgevcood Enterprise, January 
22, 1914. 

Mexia. 

The students of Mexia's grammar 
school gave an entertainment at the 
opera house Monday night. The pro- 
ceeds of this entertainment will be used 
toward a library for the grammar 
.school. 

Midway. 

And we wonder if everybody knows 
about our library? It is the best in the 
county, we think. We have a nice oak 
bookcase, and 59 volumes, including a 
dictionary, and some reference books, 
besides a set of encyclopedias loaned by 
the teacher. We bought the bookcase 
and part of the books with the money 
made from the box supper given last 
February and the others were given by 
our kind friend, Mrs. John Finch.— 
W'innshoro Free-Press, December 11, 
1913. 

Mills County. 

County Judge S. H. Allen of Mills 
county, in giving an account of recent 
progress of the schools, said, "Our 
teachers have been and are doing one 
thing this year which will be of infinite 
value to both parents and pupils. They 
are securing small school libraries; they 
are getting pupils in the habit of read- 
'^^g good books and newspapers. 
Through box suppers and other enter- 
tainments money is raised to pay for 
subscriptions to two periodicals for each 
family having children in school. 
Through these subscriptions the school 
secures a well selected library of some- 
thing like forty books. While this plan 
for getting books was only found in De- 
cember, three-fourths of our schools will 



have them before the close of this ses- 
sion. 

"Stories like these attract old and 
young. When you pick up a book and 
read for ten minutes it gets a hold on 
you; you fail to hear your wife call to 
dinner. A boy or girl likes the story 
and won't try to shake off its hold. That 
is the reason we like these books; they 
are being constantly read. Beside this, 
the books are attractive and were se- 
lected because of their literary merit, 
purity of diction and clearness of ex- 
pression. No child in school can read 
these volumes without being influenced, 
though perhaps unconsciously, to acquire 
greater ability to read understandingly 
and express themselves more clearly. 

"Then our teachers use the papers for 
reading classes once or twice a week. 
They know what is in each week's issue. 
They read articles, ask pupils to read 
them at home and discuss them with 
father or mother. Later members of a 
class tell of the story read, with some- 
thing of the conversation about it at 
home. Co-operation is an awe-inspiring 
word to some; but by this practice we 
secure it. It causes* many adults to 
read, and progress is already to be ob- 
served as a result, progress both in 
school matters and methwis of agricul- 
ture." 

Moulton. 

The juvenile operetta entitled "Gyp 
Junior" and the musical program, given 
at the Sam and Will Moore Institute 
Friday night, March 6, under the au- 
spices of the Home and School Tlub, 
was a brilliant success. The entertain- 
ment was given for the benefit of the li- 
brary. The total receipts amounte<l to 
about $33.— ^Moulton Eagle, March 13, 
1914. 

Odessa. 

Mr. Cunningham, of the Scott, Fores- 
man Company, spent Wednesday after- 
noon with Superintendent Harrison. Mr. 
Cunningham was delighted with the 
work in the schools. He was esi)ecially 
pleased with the library and incident- 
ally promised to contribute som<j books 
with the compliments of his company. — 
Odessa Herald^ January 24, 1914. 

Paris. 

Colored high school library. In keep- 
ing with the usual custom, the pupils 
and teachers of Gibbons High School had 
their annual library rally on yesterday 
evening which resulted in the raising 
of $69.07. This school has a well ar- 
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ranged room in which are kept the books 
which are ueed for reference by the 
school. Books may be taken from the 
library and retained in the homo for 
seven days for the purpose of reading, 
after which time they are required to 
be returned to the school. The class of 
literature placed in the library is of 
the best authority. There are now about 
1600 volumes in the school library. — 
Paris yews, February 14, 1914. 

Plalnvlew. 

Books for the West Side school have 
been received. There is a case and 40 
volumes. Thi« is a nucleus which the 
trustees and teachers at West Side hope 
to build into a substantial library. 

Bivera. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. B. Kirwin, who 
recently moved to Corpus Christi, very 
kindly donated to the school library 
about twenty-five books. Among them 
are histories, texts on agriculture, bee 
keeping and fiction, all of which will 
be found very useful to the school and 
community in general. — Rivera Journal, 
January 28, 1914. 

Sherman. 

J. P. Leslie of this city Wednesday 
presented the Davy Crockett school with 
40 volumes to be added to the school. — 
Sherman Democrat, March 19, 1914. 

Shiner. 

The Thanksgiving library offering was 
announced as totaling $32.62 as cash 
contributions, and a donation from Mrs. 
Ella E. Lane of nine volumes of Cham- 
ber's Encyclopedia. 

Texarkana. 

A good crowd attended the entertain- 
ment last night at the Texas high 
school, given for the benefit of the li- 
brary, recently started by the high 
school. The entertainment brought in 
the sum of $19.66. The affair was con- 
ducted by Athletic Director Cook, as- 
sisted by the classes of athletics, and 
consisted in tumbling, bar-bell and wand 
drill, and other forms of entertainment. 
■^Four-States Press, January 17, 1914. 

TidweU. 

Clvde Lamm, who is teaching the Tid- 
well" school, was in yesterday and he 
gave an excellent account of his school. 
There is in the treasury $65.76 with 
which to improve the library at his 



place. Already there are 109 volume*, 
and with the additions to be made the 
library will perhaps be the best rural 
library in the county. — Oreenville Ban- 
ner, December 27, 1913. 

Waco. 

High School Libraby. Miss Agnes 
Arbuckle, Librarian. Number of vol- 
umes 660. Library receives five period- 
icals. Library open from 8:30 to 3, ex- 
cept Saturday. Books are donated by 
friends or bought with the proceeds of 
class plays or other entertainments. 

At a meeting of the principals* asso- 
ciation, December 13, proper reading for 
children in the various grades was dis- 
cussed at length. Miss Pauline Mc- 
Cauley, librarian of the Waco Public 
Library, read a list of books suitable 
for children in the fifth, sixth, seventh 
and eighth grades. She spoke briefly 
on "How the principals and teachers 
may co-operate with the librarian in in- 
teresting the children in good books." 
Miss Nell Whitman made a short talk 
on "Suitable reading for children in the 
fifth grade." Miss Haliburton spoke on 
''Suitable reading for children of the 
first three grades." 

Weatherford. 

The lecture of the Japanese traveler, 
Prof. Icyda, which was given at the 
high school last week, netted the school 
library fund about $10. — Weatherford 
Democrat, Mar<jh 20, 1914. 

Wedgeworth. 

We have one of the finest schools in 
the county. We have enrolled 95 to date 
with only 16 absent days and 4 tardies 
in the last two months. We have a 
good three-room building fairly 
equipped; we have made our school 
grounds second to none, and best of all 
we have just seated our school with new 
single desks. We had a box supper on 
the thirteenth instant, for the purpose of 
adding to our library which enabled us 
to reach the addition of forty new vol- 
umes of the best literature. Our boys 
are the athletes for the next county con- 
test. If you doubt us come to our 
school. — Timpson Times, December 17, 
1913. 

Winnie. 

Give the library some books. If you 
have none you can spare, get two or 
three the next time you go to Beaumont. 
Books do not cost very much there.— 
Winnie Chronicle, February 16, 1914. 
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NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS ART LEAGUES 



THE AMERICAN FEDERATION EXHIBIT. 

Texas is fast awakening to a realization of the importance of art 
organizations, art museums and art exhibits. Enthusiastic support ia 
being given to such movements in San. Antonio, Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Waco, Houston and Austin. Through the American Federation of 
Arts in Washington an exhibition of paintings by prominent American 
artists is sent out annually to the Texas circuit, which includes in 
regular order Fort Worth, Austin, San x\ntonio and Houston. The 
collection of paintings sent out this year is a particularly good one, 
and is at present in San Antonio, where it will remain until April 7, 
then go to Houston. 

To give an idea of the stimulus to art which an exhibition injects 
into a community, it is only necessary to point out that thousands of 
people become interested directly in original works. Ideas and ideals 
are formed and expressed. Discussion of everything in connection with 
art in a community is brought about. Attention is consciously and 
unconsciously turned toward the problem of beautifying and making 
attractive the whole city from the public buildings, streets and ^arks to 
the home. , 

It brings home to us the fact that art is a thing vital and necessary 
to our every-day life. That art is essential is proven by the fact that 
the most insensitive of us are conscious of what we call ugly and 
beautiful and that we alwavs choose the beautiful instead of the ugly. 

Since art is essential to every community and individual it becomes 
necessary for every community to own and have in its midst that which 
will stimulate all of us to a more subtle and finer expression of our 
thought life. Art is the growth of centuries and has found expression 
in every age since the advent of man. Such exhibitions bring these 
facts home to us as nothing else could. We come to realize that we 
are a young country; that our art inheritance from our pioneer fore- 
fathers has been small indeed ; that our art is largely in the future. 

We look to the future of Texas in art matters with confidence on 
account of the great enthusiasm which has been shown in the last few 
years. We feel that since the awakening to this need which is abun- 
dantly manifest throughout the entire State, our children and grand- 
children will receive from us the foundation which will place Texas 
in a rank with other States that have been more fortunate in their art 
development. 

In the short time since art matters were taken up by the organizations 
great progress has been made, and Texas stands today in the front 
rank of Southern States in matters artistic. — Julian Onderdonk in 
Texas Club Woman, March 23, 1914. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



—go- 



Austin. 

The third annual meeting of the Texas 
Fine Arts Association will be held on 
April seventh at the Elisabet Xey Stu- 
dio or Castle Formosa. 

Mrs. Sherwood will bring a specially 
selected collection of water colors and 
oils, including work by the greatest 
American artists, for the meeting of the 
association. These will be exhibited 
April 2-7 in the little art gallery on the 
upper floor of the Elisabet Xey studio. 
Several Texas artists will be represented 
in the exhibit. 

The Austin Art League recently pur- 
chased their first painting, "Oncoming 
Wave" by F. J. Waugh. For the pres- 
ent it will be hung in the University of 
Texas Library. 

A marble bust of General Memucan 
Hunt, by that pioneer in American 
sculpture, Hiram Powers, was recently 
purchased by the State and placed in 
the State Library. 

Dallas. 

The Dallas Art Association has ar- 
ranged for a contest and exhibition of 
drawings and paintings of Dallas chil- 
-dren imder the age of 18 years. The 
work will be received at the Art Build- 
ing at the Fair Grounds from April 8 
to 10. 

A collection of 120 etchings, including 
-specimens of the work of the best Amer- 
ican artists, was shown at the art gal- 
lery at Fair Park, under the auspices 
of the Dallas Art Association. The ex- 
hibit was open to the public free of 
charge and continued two weeks. 

The Dallas Art Association arranged 
for an exhibition of 24 paintings of 
Lucien Abrams at the Dallas art gal- 
lery. Mr. Abrams formerly resided in 
Dallas. Twelve years ago he went 
abroad for study and pursued his work 
in France and elsewhere. The present 
exhibit afforded the artist an opportu- 
nity to give an account of himself, and 
for his fellow townsmen to show their 
interest and appreciation of his work. 

Fort Worth. 

During the year two si)ecial exhibi- 
tions were held in the art gallery. May 
2 to June 2, 1912, Third Annual Ex- 
hibition of selected paintings by Texas 
artists, the China painters of Fort 
Worth, and the art and manual train- 
ing departments of the Fort Worth pub- 
lic schwjls. An admission fee of 10 cents 
was charged on week days. Sundays 
and the last week of tlie exhibition were 
made free. The attendance was 813. 



One picture was sold. January 13, to 
February 20, 1913, Fourth Annual Ex- 
hibition of selected oil paintings by 
American artists, consisting of forty-five 
oil paintings assembled by the Aemrican 
Federation of Arts, Washington, D. C. 
An admission fee of 26 cents was 
charged. Children accompanied by par- 
ents or teachers were admitted free. The 
attendance was 2,755. One picture was 
sold. On April 28, 1913, the play 'The 
Importance of Being Earnest," was pro- 
duced at Byer's Opera House by the 
dramatic department of the Fort Worth 
Art Association for the benefit of tin* 
picture fund. The net receipts $151.35 
were applied on the payment of the 
painting "December" by Leonard Ocht- 
man, which was purchased on deferred 
payments. In December the association 
received a gift of two hundred and fifty 
dollars from Mr. Murray P. Bewlev. 
which was also applied on the payment 
of the picture "December." Mrs. M. P. 
Bewley, president of the art association, 
in December presented to the museum 
the splendid portrait of Mrs. Percy V. 
Pennybacker, president of the General 
Federation of Women's Clubs, by Mur- 
ray P. Bewley. In January, Mrs. Shir- 
law, who had decided to distribute the 
minor works of her late husband. Wal- 
ter Shirlaw, who was one or our greatest 
American artists, among the art mu- 
seums of the country, generously pre- 
sented to the museum four of his pic- 
tures; two oils "Uncoaling, Coast of 
Brittany, France," and "After the Bath" 
and two water colors *'Clam Digging, 
Annisquam" and *'Near Ellenville, X. 
Y." As a result of the Fourth Annual 
Exhibition of American Paintings in 
February the painting "Against the 
Sky" by Robert Reid was purchased by 
public subscription and presented to the 
museum. The museum now owns twelve 
oil paintings, two water colors, and ten 
sketches about Fort Worth, which to- 
gether with the seventeen paintings lent 
us by Mesdames M. P. Bewley, S. ,B. 
Burnett, S. M. Gaines, M. A. 'Spoonts, 
and Marshall Spoonts, and the splendid 
collection of fire arms lent by Mrs. J. 
P. Dean, and china lent by Mrs. S. B. 
Burnett make a permanent collection of 
much interest. The museum is open 
free to the public each day from 9 to 6. 
Sundays and holidays from 2 to 6. — Ex- 
tract from the Annual Report of the 
Librarian of the Carnegie Public Li- 
brary. 

Houston. 

As there is no art museum in Hous- 
ton, the public library has taken the 
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place of such an institution. Among 
the art treasures in the library are some 
specimens of art which have been do- 
nated at various times by public spirited 
citizens. Included in the collection are 
a life size bust of Venus de Milo, do- 
nated by the Houston Art League, a 
bust of General Sam Houston, given by 
Mrs. Frank Williams; three busts pre- 
sented by E. R. Richardson; a bust of 
George Washington, purchased by the 
library; a bust of Petrarch's "Laura," 
donated by Mrs. Mary B. Hill; several 
paintings purchased with the Meldrum 
fund. 

Announcement was made on March 
second that George H. Hermann had do- 
nated a building site for a permanent 
museum of the Houston Art League. 
Ine site of the land donated is on the 
Main street road and is within the very 
shadow of the William M. Rice Insti- 
tute, being located directly to the north 
of the main entrance of the Rice Insti- 
tute. The plot of ground is 300 feet 
square and is admirably suited for the 
purpose. 

San Antonio. 

The Society of Texas Artists, an or- 
ganization designed to include all of the 
artists of the State, was launched at a 
meeting which was held at the St. An- 
thony Hotel, San Antonio, Thursday af- 
ternoon. The meeting was attended by 
a number of representative artists from 
different parts of Texaa, and it is 
planned to induce every artist in the 
State to join as soon as possible. A 
splendid beginning has been made in 
^Bitting < the vartists together, and no 
difficulty is anticipated in bringing the 
new organization to a point where it 
will be thoroughly representative. The 
presence of a number of out-of-town ar- 
tists in San Antonio to view the exhibi- 



tion now hung in Carnegie Hall made 
the occasion opportune for the forming 
of this nucleus of such a State body. 

The following officers have been 
elected: President, R. J. Onderdonk, San 
Antonio; vice-president, J. F. McCan, 
Victoria; secretary -treasurer, Tom 
Brown, San Antonio. 

Board of Directors: Royston Nave, 
Fort Worth; Miss Eugenia Price, San 
Antonio; Julian Onderdonk, San Anto- 
nio; Tom Brown, San Antonio; J. F. 
McCan, Victoria, and Leo Cotton, San 
Antonio. 

The purposes of the new organization 
are to promote exhibitions of work of 
Texas artists and create deeper and 
wider interest in art and appreciation 
of the beautiful; to be helpful to stu- 
dents and other lovers of art; to show 
other sections of the United States that 
Texas is coming into her own in thinss 
artistic; to protect the public from fak- 
ers and picture schemes; to cooperate 
with individual art collectors and mu- 
seums of art, and to form the nucleus 
of a Southern States art association. — 
Texas Cluh Woman, March 23, 1914. 

Waco. 

The exhibit of water color paintings 
at the library will be opened again Uh 
day for the benefit of those who were 
unable to attend yesterday. 

This display of ninety scenes in the 
mountains of Colorado is being pre- 
sented by the Art League of Waco. A 
free-will offering is meAe by those who 
attend to pay for a painting purchased 
by the art league from the Cotton Pal- 
ace, "Coriopsis," by Onderdonk. 

"Coriopsis" will be the nucleus of a 
collection of paintings, according to the 
plans of the league. — Waco News, Jan- 
uary 24, 1914. 
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TRAVELING LIBRARIES FOR TEXAS 

One of the objects in creating the Library and Historical Commission 
was to establish an agency that would provide and control traveling 
libraries. The commission has not had the funds with which to pur- 
chase the liooks necessary to inaugurate this inifKirtant service. The 
following extract from the "Minutes of the semi-annual meeting of the 
Executive Board of the Texas Federation of Women's Clubs/' held at 
Tyler, April 14 and 15, 1914, shows that this organization has again 
turned attention to this matter, and that with the resumption of work 
in the fall by the various local clubs the first units of a state system of 
traveling libraries may be sent out: 

'^Chair requested the Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Corbet t, to read 
a letter from the State Library and Historical Commission concerning 
traveling libraries. Since the T. F. W. C. fostered the plan and secured 
the adoption of the law creating the Library Commission, the latter 
asked the T. F. W. C. to furnish 10,000 volumes. The Library Com- 
mission offered to provide room in the State Library, traveling cases, 
and do the work necessary to prepare books for circulation. The trans- 
portation to be paid by the borrowers. Mrs. Terrell announced the 
Library Commission a child of the Federation, and spoke enthusiastically 
concerning the advisability of cash donations. Miss West made a motion 
that the Board recommend to the clubs that they furnish books* or a 
cash donation to the amount of one dollar or more to the State Library 
Commission. Motion prevailed. Mrs. Wynne stated that all the travel- 
ing libraries of T. F. W. C. had been sent to the State Librarian." 

What they are. — The traveling library consists of a small set of books 
and magazines put up in a suitable trunk or box for transportation 
by freight, wagon or mule back. These libraries are usually sent out 
by a State library commission or a woman's club. They are of three 
classes: for towns or neighborhoods altogether lacking in library facili- 
ties; for classes or clubs desiring selected material for study work; 
for smaller public libraries to meet temporary need of books which can- 
not wisely be purchased. . . . When one considers that these libra- 
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ries cost but $50 each and that they go to isolated communities where 
the books are not only read, but talked over again and again^ and 
often change the whole current of neighborhood thought and talk, 
it is apparent that few means of education can do so much for better cit- 
zenship in proportion to their cost. ... It is after all, not the few 
great libraries, but. the thousand small ones, that may do the most for 
the people. — Chautauquan, XLIII, p. 277. 

Their possibilHies. — Country people constitute more than fifty per 
cent of our population. We have barely made a beginning in reaching 
this large class through the public library movement. Few farmers can 
be reached through the city libraries. The State library must handle the 
problem. The beginning has been made in the traveling library but 
this cannot be looked upon as a permanent means of supplying so large 
a class of readers. "I look upon it rather as a step leading up to the 
establishment of the local country library — either county or township — 
which will in time, through its own system of traveling libraries, branches, 
and book wagons, reach all of the people of its own community. . . . 
Doubtless one way in which the State can help the farmer most, is by 
getting him interested in reading through the traveling library, in getting 
him to see something of the possibilities of a library, and to see at the 
same time to how much greater degree these may be realized through 
a good local library. It is for library extension workers to direct leg- 
islation which will make it possible for such libraries to be supported by 
country and town people alike, free to all, and to encourage and assist 
the library in broadening its field." While this is the end to be desired 
it will be a long time before it can be reached. In the meantime the 
traveling library is the best agent. One of the problems in traveling 
library work is the make-up of the library. One plan which has proved 
fairly satisfactory is to make up a group of thirty-five books — twenty 
juveniles and fifteen books of adult fiction, and add to that number ten 
or fifteen books to suit the community, giving the community the right 
to choose the class of books it will have — non-fiction, or extra fiction or 
children's books. It is found that there are many requests for works of 
non-fiction wliich before had been little read. — A, L, A, Bulletin, IV, 
p. 142. 

They are needed. — The person who from childhood has been accus- 
tomed to go to the public library and to draw books free have no concep- 
tion of what it means to be craving for reading. This precisely is the 
condition, according to the United States Bureau of Education, of mil- 
lions of children on the farms throughout the country. 

No one who has not felt the great need and desire for books and been 
unable to have this desire satisfied knows anything about what might be 
called intellectual starvation. Of course it is to he expected that every 
family has some books, but it is impossible for the ordinary family to 
own a library which contains anything like all books on various topics 
that the men and women, boys and girls, on the farm or in town would 
like to have, and which they really should have. Variety is needed in 
mental pabulum as well as in physical food, and if this proposed plan is 
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adopted and proves effective it would probably be the best investment 
the government ever made for the people in general, and especially for 
those so situated in the country as not to be able to obtain all the books 
and other literature necessary to their proper intellectual development. — 
Farmers^ Fireside Bulletin, June 24, 1914. 

Their success in other States. — Just fifteen years ago Melvil Dewey 
solved the problem of giving country people access to collections of books 
selected by experienced and educated buyers. His solution was this: 
'Trom a. centrally administered library, groups of books carefully se- 
lected so as to comprise fifty or sixty volumes each, were packed in suit- 
able boxes or cases, and sent to small villages, country schoolhouses and 
centrally located farm houses to be distributed to the neighborhoods on 
the same plan as books are given out from branch stations in cities. At 
the end of six months, the books would be gathered by the custodian, 
shipped back to the central distributing agency, and a fresh lot would take 
their place. By this simple and economical method the people of these 
little neighborhoods would secure an opportunity to read the best and 
most interesting books without financial burden.^^ Now there are more 
than 5000 traveling libraries circulating in twenty-two States, 600,443 
books in 1907. "It must be remembered that for a few years after the 
plan was transplanted from New York to other States, private contribu- 
tions were the only reliance for maintaining the system of traveling 
libraries. It is only within the last half dozen years that the dem- 
onstration of their usefulness prompted State Legislatures. to make ap- 
propriations for this purpose, to enable State library commissions to 
extend this great work on a liberal scale. ... Of all the States 
of the Union which reported on traveling libraries last year, Wisconsin 
stood first with a circulation of 122,093. Wisconsin was the third State 
to adopt this method for bringing wholesome books to people in the coun- 
try. This was in 1895. The free library commission has charge of 563 
of these libraries, which are sent to stations scattered all over the State, 
and are exchanged every six months. Each group contains books of 
history, travel, fiction, biography, useful arts, and miscellaneous litera- 
ture so proportioned as to meet the needs of the average community 
as determined by experience. In some sections of the State, people go 
ten to twenty miles at regular intervals to secure these books. The 
commission also makes up study libraries for the use of clubs engaged in 
serious study. The topics deal with English literature, art, history, vil- 
lage and town improvement, questions of the day, etc. The traveling 
libraries in Wisconsin now reach 62,000 persons. . . . Each box of 
books sent to a station is accompanied with little catalogs for distri- 
bution."— il. E, Legler, 1908. 
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FREE LIBRAEIES FOR ALL. 

Cleburne, Texas, May 22, 1914, 
Mr. Wm. A. Bowen, Editor Farmers' Fireside Bulletin, Arlington, Texas. 

Dear Sir: In a recent issue of your valuable paper you made the 
following comments regarding my efforts to bring about a law authoriz- 
ing the establishment and maintenance of a county circulating library, 
as follows, towit: 

"Free libraries for farmers. — It is reported that Mr. A. B. Hunnicutt, 
a conductor in the employ of the Santa Fe railroad, is making trips 
over Texa« in the interest of the Railroad (Jeneral Managers' Association 
of Texas, and is also advocating a law to provide free libraries for farmers 
over Texas.* 

"This is indeed laudable, but Mr. Hunnicutt is evidently not aware that 
a law providing for just such libraries was passed by the last Legislature, 
and Brother Ed Calvin sent the Farmers' Fireside Bulletin a copy of 
said law, which was published in our issue of April 15th. ... If 
the free library law for farmers is properly patronized by farmers, it will 
prove of much value to all interests, as it means more prosperity for 
farmers, and when farmers prosper all other legitimate interests prosper." 

For which remarks and words of commendation regarding my efforts, 
please permit me to thank you. I would also thank you to permit 
me through ihe columns of your paper to correct what appears to be an 
erroneous idea which your remarks convey with regard to my aim and in- 
tent in said efforts. 

I was fully aware of the statute to which you refer, enacted by the 
Thirty-third legislature, authorizing the establishment of a farmers' 
county library to be located at the county seat exclusively, when I began 
my advocacy of the county circulating library. My aim is not to provide 
something exclusively for farmers, or any other special class of people, as 
the present statute would do, if ever taken advantage of, all of which I 
doubt will be done. You will find the present statute on page 249 of the 
laws enacted by the Thirty-third Legislature to read as follows: [The 
law is quoted. It was printed in Texas Libraries, January, 1914.] 

From this you will observe the author, Mr. Calvin, I believe you say, 
had an idea of serving only one class of our citizenship — namely, the 
farmer, all of which was commendable in him in so far as be built. The 
only fault I could find with his course is that he did not build extensive 
enough. The measure I am advocating has for its purpose the establish- 
ment of a circulating county library of all good literature jto be found in 
any well selected public library or private library ; not to be located at the 
county seat, but to circulate in a manner that will result in bringing the 
best books and literature that can be obtained, to the door of every house- 
hold in the county, through the school superintendents and teachers of the 
county. Not an exclusive farmers' library composed of dry statistical 
treatises and essays on farming that not one farmer in ten would read, 
and especially if he had to travel ten, fifteen, or twenty miles to the 
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county seat to secure the books, where possibly he would not be called 
on other business to exceed three or four times a year. Nor would I make 
it an exclusive school library designated entirely for school work, but I 
would combine both of these very necessary features with a modern first- 
class general library, selected, censored, and perpetuated not by the 
commissioners court, but by a board selected by that body, not for 
political reasons, but for their fitness to discharge the duties encum- 
bent upon them by such appointment. In other words, it is my desire 
to see just as good literature as can be found upon the shelves of any 
city library brought to the door of every man, woman and child in the 
county, regardless of whether they be farmer, banker, merchant, laborer, 
or what not. 

The crying need of civilization and society is admittedly a higher 
education, not for a few, but for all men. Properly solve the educational 
problem, and we automatically solve ninety per cent of the divers and 
sundry complex problems of society and civilization with which we are 
now contending, and have contended for ages. From my viewpoint 
nothing could be done that would more greatly assist in solving the edu- 
cational problem than the establishment and maintenance of the library 
to which I refer in every State in the Union. Higher education means 
an advanced civilization all the way from citizen to nation. An ad- 
vanced civilization means the ultimate accomplishment of a higher stand- 
ard of morality, a higher and more useful citizenship and, in my humble 
opinion, nothing will assist us in accomplishing such desirable ends as 
compulsory education, properly regulated and safeguarded, with a suffi- 
ciency of wholesome literature placed in the hands of every man, woman 
and child. Very truly yours, A. B. Honeycutt. — Farmers' Fireside Bui- 
letin, June 10, 1914. ^ 



I long to see the day when every State in the Union will make adult 
education a part of its systematic campaign on human ignorance. If 
we stop our education when we leave the school or college we stop too 
soon — too soon by all the years that lie between the day of graduation 
and the day of burial. — Stockton Axson in Texas Club ^Yoman, April 
20, 1914. 



SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN TEXAS. 

[The following address was read by Miss Rosa M. Leeper, Librarian of the 
Dallas Public Library, before a joint meeting of the Normal and High School 
Librarians of the A. L. A., at Washington, D. C, last May.] 

When I was asked to take part in this discussion with the general 
topic of "School Libraries in Texas" I felt it would be a simple matter. 
The famous chapter on snakes in Ireland, "there are no snakes in Ireland'^ 
should be my model. I found, however, that while there were few 
school libraries in Texas there was considerable agitation of the subject 
and much for me to learn. 

The last number of Texas Libraries, the official publication of the 
Texas Library and Historical Commission, devotes six pages to news notes 
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on Texas school libraries, though truth compels me to say that the notes 
are, as a rule, only records of attempts, successful in a Small way, to raise 
money by entertainments for school libraries. The current number of 
Texas School Magazine features an article on a school library law in 
Texas, and the principal space to the subject. "The rural schools can 
never approximate that efficiency which we have every reason to wish 
until every one of them is equipped with a library,'* says an editorial in 
one of them. 

No present provision. — Our State makes no provision for school libra- 
ries. Those now in existence are the result of individual initiative, 
usually started in the school by teachers who plan, and with aid of the 
pupils carry out entertainments, the proceeds from which buy the books. 
The collection thus started is augmented from time to time by gifts of 
odd volumes. 

We have in Dallas a weekly magazine which has placed many collec- 
tions of books in the rural schools. Its method is to offer a forty volume 
unit library to each school securing subscriptions to its publications 
aggregating $25.00. In this way it distributed over the State more 
than 2000 volumes, all good titles. 

Texans have learned that it is rather expected of them to brag of the 
size of their State, and in this case I hope it is excusable as library and 
educational conditions can best be understood by emphasizing our enor- 
mous area. 

Texas ranks fifth in population among the States of the Union, only 
New York, Pennslyvania, Illinois and Ohio standing above it. .There 
are upwards of 250 counties in the State, only 47 of which have a 
population of more than 25,000 persons and only nine more than 
50,000 persons. Brewster, one of the larger, though not the largest 
county, has an area of 5006 square miles, and a population of 5220 
persons. Bhode Island has an area of 1250 square miles and a popula- 
tion of 542,610 persons. The smallest of these United States is less 
than one-fourth the size of one Texas county, but has more than one 
hundred times the population. Rhode Island has four hundred per- 
sons to the square mile, Brewster county has one, approximately. 

Please bear these figures in mind in connection with my statement 
that we have no rural school libraries, also bear in mind that we have 
8000 rural and village schools. According to the latest available report 
of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction "the library facilities 
in over half the independent school districts do not equal one book per 
child." Sixty-nine counties report not one volume in school libraries. 

Have Library Commission, — ^We have a State Library and Historical 
Commission. The appropriation for this Commission has never been 
and is not now large enough to take proper care of the State Library. 
What money is used for the work of a library commission must be taken 
from the ueeds of the State Library. The secretary, I know, has done 
much personally in answering questions, giving advice and making lists 
for small town libraries, but I fear he has not been asked, even, to help 
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the rural school library, I doubt if the rural schools know they have a 
right to ask help from the State Library and Historical Commission. 

In 1913 the State Legislature passed a law known as the farmers' 
county public libraries law. Briefly this law makes it possible for any 
county to tax itself for a farmers' county library to be located at the 
county seat, the commissioners court of the county having entire con- 
trol of the library. The duty of the librarian, as given in the law, 
and the only duty, apparently, is "to gather information pertaining to 
agriculture, horticulture and kindred subjects, to compile and cata- 
logue same so as to be available for ready reference and use." The 
Texas farmer desires to have all necessary machinery and implements, 
including books, to forward him in his work, but has not taken thought 
for wife and children. The law is recent, and I have not been able to 
find any county where a petition to the voters had asked for a library. 

Some advance made, — That the farmers have learned and expressed 
their need of books for use in their work as shown by this law is a 
long step in advance, and a hopeful sign that the need of their families 
for books may some day be imderstood and realized. Our legislators are 
yet to be convinced that rural libraries are a paying investment. The 
rural population in Texas is about three times as large as the urban; it 
would seem therefore that the matter was in the hands of the country 
people; the initiative, however, will come from the larger towns where 
public libraries are. in successful operation. In my own county of Dal- 
las . the city library has extended the limits for borrowers to a radius 
of ten miles from the city postoffice, thus giving library privileges to the 
individual borrower for more than a third of the county. While we 
send books to the city schools we have no provision for rural schools, nor 
does it seem wise with our present appropriation to attempt further 
extension. 

No help in sight, — It is evident that present legislation in no way 
provides for rural school libraries. A superficial survey of the work of 
other States shows nothing to fit our needs. A central distributing point 
for traveling libraries, such as the State Library at Austin, a system 
working well in many of the older States would be extravagant and 
impracticable for Texas on account of distances to be covered, and in 
many places of inadequate transportation facilities. Such a system as 
California and some other Western States are now inaugurating with 
success would not be possible in many counties. Taxable values would 
not justify the attempt to have county libraries from county support. 

Possibly something might be done with a combination of county tax 
and State appropriation, making the county the unit, instead of the 
town, and to any county taxing itself for a library the State appropri- 
ate for books a percentage of the amount raised by taxation. This 
would be an incentive for the county to levy such a tax and should not 
be a serious drain on the State finances. Agitation for such a law 
should be helpful in getting a larger appropriation for the State Library 
and Historical Commission, a most desirable thing, and in time the 
Commission should be able to care for the sparsely settled counties 
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where a county library tax would not be practicable. Let the State 
Commission have the usual supervision over all county libraries, but 
where county support is generous management of the library might be 
practically local. Where the entire support comes from the State the 
Commission to have full charge. 

Should broaden out. — This is the merest suggestion; study and ex- 
perience will doubtless evolve something much better, but whatever 
legislation we attempt should be broad enough, and flexible to embrace 
new conditions as they arise. 

The size of our State, its geographical peculiarities (we have moun- 
tain, swamp and desert land enough to make a few small States and 
not miss it), the immigrant landing at Galveston, the Mexicans cross- 
ing our border as permanent settlers in increasing numbers annually, 
and always our colored brother, make our educational problems in many 
ways unusual. The ranchman's next door neighbor, twenty miles away, 
may be a French peasant, a German count, a Harvard graduate from 
Boston, or just a plain Texas cowman, but he usually has children to 
educate. In the cotton-growing counties a large percentage of the 
laborers, I am told, are renters, without a permanent stake in the coun- 
try other than that represented by their children. To educate these 
children is the duty of the State, and again quoting from a Texas news- 
paper, "Education goes to seed in the mind that does not graduate 
from the school-room to the library." — Dallas TimesrHerald, May 31, 
1914. 



RURAL LIBRARIES. 

Miss Rosa Leeper, Dallas librarian, ha? presented some interesting, 
if depressing, facts before the convention of American librarians at 
Washington. In a paper on rural library conditions in this State the 
Dallas librarian shows that there are no rural school libraries and that 
although there is a method of securing a farmers' county library at 
each county seat, she has found no instance of this method having been 
used. 

Various plans have been suggested of so diversifying the rural life 
as to induce the young man to stay on the farm instead of going to 
the city. 

Surely an important aid to such diversification would be a library 
whence the boy or the young man could get interesting literature to 
while away the monotony which comes from the vacuous periods of 
country life. 

There is nothing so companionable as a good book when the rain is 
coming down outside and the highway is mired. 

As a re-enforcement of the rural school education the library book 
is needed. 

Books in the farmer's home means keeping the minds in that home 
active, and when the mind is active it rarely has time to become dis- 
gusted with its surroundings. — Dallas Times-Herald, June 2, 1914. 

One of the speakers who addressed the joint session of the Texas and 
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Pacific and Central West Texas School Teachers' Associations at Abi- 
lene last week urged that Texas resort to a method that is employed 
in Louisiana to provide libraries for the public schools in the country. 
The method is, as he explained it, for the State to give an amount 
equal to the amount raised by any school for library purposes to the 
limited amount of $25 annually. This means, of course, that if the 
patrons of a school contribute $25 in any one year for the purchase of 
books, the State would contribute an equal amount, giving the school an 
annual book fund of $50. . . . The effect of having a library in 
every country school would be to quicken, or fertih'ze, as it were, the 
minds of the pupils, and in this negative way enhance the effectiveness 
of the teacher. Thus it could be justified as a measure of economy. 

The gentleman who advocated this idea, Mr. Mussellman, spoke of 
the matter as one of the most important affecting our school system, 
particularly that part of it serving the country folk. He said that the 
absence of libraries in the country schools — and probably not one in 
fifty has even the nucleus of a library — is one of the gravest defects in 
the system. That, to our notion, is a conservative statement. About 
the most to be accomplished by the efforts of a teacher is to awaken 
and intensify the intellectual curiosity of the pupils. That is the primal 
end of tuitional effort. But intellectual curiosity is very likely to be- 
come moribund if, once aroused, it is given no means for satisfying 
itself, so that a large part of the advantage gained by tuitional effort is 
forfeited by the lack of books for the curiosity to nourish itself on and 
grow strong. There can be little spiritual content in an education that 
has been derived from the mere study of text-books alone. They cannot 
do much more than prompt and strengthen the mind for further and 
more widespread pursuits, and where there is no library available the 
means of gratifying and stimulating the impulse thus given are denied. 
There is nothing more sorely and urgently needed in our country schools 
than libraries, and the manner of getting them proposed by Mr. Mussell- 
man impresses us as the most feasible yet suggested. — Dallas News, April 
14, 1914. 



MEETING OP THE TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATIOX 

The twelfth meeting of the Texas Library Association was held at 
Austin, April 30 to May 2, 1914. The attendance was good, following 
library representatives being present: Cleburne P. L., Miss Rebecca 
Royall; Library Bureau, Dallas, Mr. I. C. Parker; Gainesville P. L., 
Miss Lillian Gnnter; Southwestern University L., Georgetown, Mrs. 
Margaret McKennon and Miss Nannie Saunders ; Rosenberg L., Galves- 
ton, Miss Eleanor Adams; Houston P. L., Miss Martha Schnitzer; Sam 
Houston Normal Institute L., Himtsville, Miss Marv Smither; San 
Antonio P. L., Miss Cornelia Notz; Southwest Texas State Normal L., 
San Marcos, Mrs. Lucy Burleson; Sherman P. L., Mrs. Nora Key 
Weems; Tyler P. L., Miss Ethel Pitcher; Waco P. L., Misses Pauline 
McCauley and Rope Hutchenrider ; the local libraries furnished a dozen 
representatives. The newly elected officers are Miss Elizabeth H. West, 
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state Library, Austin, president; Misses Cornelia Notz, San Antonio, 
and Ethel Pitcher, Tyler, vice-presidents; Mr. John E. Goodwin, Uni- 
versity of Texas Library, Austin, secretary ; Miss Lillian Gunter, Gaines- 
ville, treasurer. 

Mr. P. L. Windsor, former librarian of the University of Texas but 
now librarian of the University of Illinois and director of the library 
school, was the guest of the Association and delivered the principal 
address. Some of the topics discussed are 

1. . School Libraries, — Mr. H. T. Musselman, editor of the Texas 
School Magazine, and Dr. J. L. Henderson, visitor of schools, Univer- 
sity of Texas, spoke on school libraries. They called attention to the 
absence of anything like a school library in most of the rural schools 
and in many of the city schools. The work of a school must be greatly 
handicapped without a library. The discussion of this problem by men 
occupying strategic positions in the educational field like these men hold 
will result in betterment of conditions. 

2. Traveling Libraries. — ^The urgent need of traveling libraries was 
brought out by reports from the several librarians on the number of 
requests for books they received from communities having no library 
facilities. Mr. Winkler stated that the Library Commission desired to 
inaugurate traveling libraries but could not do so because it had not 
the requisite books. The matter of providing books has been laid be- 
fore the executive committee of the Texas Federation of Women's Clubs. 

3. Extending Library Privileges to Farmers. — The people residing 
outside the city limits need the library as much as do those living 
within. Many now pay from fifty cents to one dollar a year for this 
privilege, but more would draw books if they were free — particularly 
women and children. It was suggested tliat the matter of extending 
library privileges to the farrmer be brought to the attention of the busi- 
ness men ; such privilege would no doubt draw much trade to cities ex- 
tending their library service throughout their trade territory. 

Mr. Windsor suggested that the city and county could combine in 
the maintenance of library service, that cities having well established, 
libraries should be permitted to contract with the county to render this 
service for a certain sum per annum; that such arrangements worked 
well in States like Iowa and Indiana. 

4. Library School. — The need for instruction in library science was 
discussed. Mr. Goodwin «iiinmarized the difficulties that had made it 
necessary for his predecessor to discontinue the courses in librarv science 
at the University. He recognized the desirability of resuming the work 
at the earliest time possible from the number of inquiries he received 
concerning this subject. Also it is very difficult to obtain trained 
library assistants in this State. Moreover, it is very unfortunate for 
new libraries to fall into the hands of untrained persons. The expense 
of attending library schools in the North is practically prohibitive, con- 
sidering the salaries paid manv librarv assistants. Nevertheless, the 
numher of libraries is constantly growing; public money is spent in 
their maintenance; and home people will continue to be employed. A 
canvass of those present indicated that between twelve and fifteen stu- 
dents could be obtained duriner the first session that such courses are 
offered. Those interested in this matter should write to Mr. Goodwin. 
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AcnvmEs OF texas club women in library work. 



[The following notes on the work of the club women in behalf of 
public libraries are taken from the Texas Club Woman of April 22, 27 
and May 4, 1914, in which the First, Second and Third District Con- 
ventions were reported. It is to be regretted that similar reports for 
the Fourth and Fifth District Conventions were not available.] 



Amarillo. 

Tlie Pierian Club donated $60 worth 
of books to the public library. 

Big^ Springs. 

The Hyperian Club has two travel- 
ing libraries of 25 volumes each. It 
also collects magazines and places them 
in the county judge *8 office, where the 
country people call for them. 

C^sco. 

The XX Century Club has a library 
of 1800 volumes, shelved in sectional 
book caseS; and cared for by a paid 
librarian. Subscribers may draw books 
three afternoons a week. Has $300 in 
the building fund. 

Comanche. 

The Comanche Study Club is trying 
to institute and maintain a public 
library in connection with the high 
school library. The library now con- 
tains 800 volumes. During the past 
year $167 was paid out for books and 
$50 for furniture. 

Corsicana. 

The XIX Century Club presented the 
public library with an electrolier for 
the librarian's desk. 

Crowell. 

The Delphian Club distributed 1000 
magazines in the rural districts, and 
placed a Webster's International Dic- 
tionary and holder in all the high 
school rooms and in the reading room. 

Dublin. 

The Woman's Thursday Club spent 
$182 on the school library, $75 on the 
physics laboratory, presented the school 
a set of 45 map>; for history work, 62 
volumes for English work and was in- 
strumental in having a Webster's 1913 
Dictionary placed in the study hall. It 
also sent literature to the Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium at Carlsbad, Texas. 

Farmersville. 

The Culture Club gave 25 volumes to 
the public school library. The Ingle- 
side Club gave $20. 



Gainesville. 

The XLI Club was instrumental in 
buying a lot costing $1760, on which 
a $15,000 library building has been 
erected. A Tag Day was held which 
realized $411 with which to buy books; 
also 600 good books were donated. 

Greenville. 

The Pallas Club has one traveling 
library out and another ready to send 
out. 

Haskell. 

The Magazine Club was organized in 
1902. It adopted for its outside work 
the establishment and maintenance of 
a public library, which now has 700 
well selected volumes and is self-sup- 
porting. The Club has its own rooms 
in an office building on the square. This 
is also the home of the library. 

Itasca. 

The Woman's Ruskin Club donated 
12 volumes to the public school library. 

Ladonia. 

The Southern Literary Club owns two 
cases of books that are loaned to the 
different rural communities as a cir- 
culating library. These have been of 
considerable interest to the schools in 
the various communities. A box of 
books was also sent to the penitentiary 
at Rusk. 

McKinney. 

The Edelweiss Club donated to the 
high school a new International Dic- 
tionary with stand, a set of reference 
books to the South Ward school, and 
25 volumes to the school library. Every 
fourth Saturday 50 to 150 good mag- 
azines are left with the county super- 
intendent for distribution to rural 
schools. 

The Owl Club sent out to the rural 
schools two circulating libraries of 60 
volumes each. It also sent magazines 
to the county school superintendent's 
office for distribution in the rural dis- 
tricts. Three months is the limit for 
a traveling library in one school; it is 
then returned to the courthouse, check** 
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by the county superintendent, and aent 
out again. The principal of each school 
is re8ponsil)Ie for these books while he 
has them. 

Marshall. 

The City Federation reported: Our 
library, always of the greatest interest 
to us, has expended during the year 
$355 for new books, librarian's salary, 
etc. Our library has long been recog- 
nized as one of the educational facili- 
ties of Marshall. A rest room is main- 
tained with our library, where the 
women of the town and country may 
enjoy these comforts while in the city. 
We are in a healthy condition finan- 
cially, having $1000 in the bank draw- 
ing interest for a library building fund. 

Memphis. 

The Woman's Culture Club donated 
34 reference books to the Carnegie 
Library for the benefit of the high school 
pupils. The funds were raised by pre- 
senting Miss Augusta Leeper in con- 
cert. The Clarendon College Glee Con- 
cert yielded $28.85, half of which was 
given to the library. 
Mineral Wells. 

The Civic League contributed $31.50 
to the public library fund, and will help 
the Friday History Club in its efforts 
to maintain a public library. 

The Current Events Club contributed 
15 volumes to the city library, sent a 
number of periodicals to the Kusk peni- 
tentiary, and assisted the Roscoe Cir- 
culating Library. 
Paris. 

The T>otus Club directed its efforts 
prineipillv to librarv work. It gave $25 
for this purpose. Through the solici- 
tations of one of its members. Captain 
O. C. Connor donated to the library 
board a valuable lot in the business 
distriet, nlso $200 in cash for paving 
exnenso. This was the first gift of real 
value, and lays the foundation for a 
library building. 

The Twentieth Century Club has 
given its whol« effort to the support 
of the public library, which, with the 
aid of the other women's clubs, it main- 
tains. It contributed $20; besides one 
member, Mrs. W. N. Furey, donated $58. 
Pecos. 

The Merry Wives' Club gave a book 
shower and secured 300 volumes and 
$10 in cash for the Carnegie Library. 
Pittsburg. 

The Civic Club has taken over the 
public library and furnished it at an 



expense of $250. It conducted a story 
hour, which proved a great attraction. 
A book shower resulted in securing a 
number of volumes. 

Boscoe. 

The Girls* Library Club reported: 
We have added 100 books to our library 
this year — 25 standard works and 76 
of fiction. Since the establishment of 
our library five years ago, only five 
books have been lost. The county sub- 
scriptions to the library have doubled 
this year. We have opened the doors 
of the library twice a week to the pub- 
lic for the last five years. 

Seymour. 

The Pierian Club reported: We have 
a library of 400 volumes of standard 
works of fiction and reference books, 
and have added 152 books during the 
year, and have placed a new book case 
in the library; have a reading mem- 
bership of 50. This we have been able 
to do by giving one home talent play 
and one tea. 

Snyder. 

The Altruan Club reports that its 
library is excellent. It is operated with 
little expense, and is a boon to the 
town. 

Stamford. 

The Two and Twenty Club donated 
a neat sum for the purchase of books 
for the Carnegie Library. The Pierian 
Club did likewise. 

Stephenville. 

From the report of the XX Century 
Club: We have a total of 1717 vol- , 
umes in our library and about 200 read- 
ers. We are happy that we have been 
able to purchase a lot on which to 
build a public library and club home. 
The lot cost $1000, and besides paying 
for it we have $200 towards the build- 
ing fund. By means of a cooking school 
we cleared $60, which was divided be- 
tween the library fund and the civic 
department. 

Sulphur Springs. 

The W^averly Club spent $29 for books 
and magazines for the Carnegie Library. 

Tyler. 

An extract from the report of the 
First Literary Club: The Carnegie 
Library is a monument to our untiring 
work and earnest endeavor. It is our 
custom on the 23d of each February, 
our birthday, to make a cash donation 
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to the library for a fund to be used 
in purchasing needful books of refer- 
ence. We have this year sent 60 vol- 
umes to the Rusk penitentiary, their 
library having burned. We have sent 
numerous magazines to our country 
neighbors. 

Winnsboro. 

The Standard Club reported: At the 
annual Flower Show last November 
gross receipts were $474.35; net re- 



ceipts, $436.90. The proceeds of these 
shows are spent for books for our pub- 
lib library. 

In all we have placed more than 2000 
books in the Carnegie Library, which, 
with town civic, we have made a special 
work. 

The Edelweiss Club purchased a $350 
piano for the library auditorium and 
also donated to the library board the 
sum of $10. 



NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



Archer City. 

There will be a public opening of the 
public library and reading room Thurs- 
day, April 26, 1914, from 2 p. m. to 
8 p. m. Everybody invited. We now 
have 250 books and the following pub- 
lications: • Ladies' Home Journal, 
Woman's Home Companion, McClure, 
Everybody, Cosmopolitan, Physical Cul- 
ture, Pictorial Review, Wichita daily, 
Archer Dispatch and Archer County 
News. Also have a large number of 
magazines to distribute in the rural 
districts. Anyone wanting good reading, 
call and get them at the telephone oflBce 
building. — Archer Dispatch, April 10, 
1914. 

Ballinger. 

When the city council met in regular 
session Tuesday afternoon they were 
called on by a committee composed of 
Dr. W. B. Halley, Dan Moser, Elmer 
Shepherd, and C. R. Crews, who ap- 
peared bef6re the council and asked that 
body to carry out its contract made 
several years ago, in which the city 
aprreed to maintain the Carnegie Li- 
brary. 

When Mr. Carnegie appropriated $15,- 
000 of his money to build a library at 
Ballinger, he required the city to guar- 
antee to maintain the library, and as 
a guarantee the city council was called 
upon to pass a resolution and spread it 
upon the minutes. This much of the 
red tape methods was completed with, 
but up to the present writing the city 
has not spent one cent towards main- 
taining the building or doing anything 
else for its benefits. 

The reason is a very simple one: 
Short funds. At present the city has 
no fund upon which they might draw 
for the maintenance of the librarv. 



This was clearly shown to the commit- 
tee, and realizing that no immediate aid 
could be had the committee accepted a 
promise for better consideration in the 
future. The city attorney was present 
when the matter was under discussion, 
and he informed the discussers that the 
city had no 'authority for levying a spe- 
cial tax for this purpose, and the only 
resource they had was to draw upon 
the common fund, and the common fund 
is not quite so common at present. 

In speaking of the library we must 
give the ladies of the Shakespeare Club 
credit for what they have done. It is 
through their untiring efforts that any 
benefit at all is being realized from 
the library. They have partially main- 
tained the library, and have made some 
headway towards furnishing it. A 
splendid piano is now the property of 
the library, and is free from debt. The 
first supply of books were put in circu- 
lation by the ladies. At present the 
library is kept open on Saturday after- 
noons, and the ladies take it time about 
acting as librarian. In this way some 
good is being accomplished. — Ballinger 
Ledger, May 6, 1914. 

Bastrop. 

Public Libraby. Mrs. A. B. McLary, 
Librarian. The library has 1000 vol- 
umes and is open on week days from 
2 to 5. 

Brownsville. 

The crowning event of the season will 
be staged Tuesday, April 21, when the 
Brownsville merchants' baseball club 
crosses bats with a picked team from 
the four cavalry troops at Fort Brown. 
The game is to be under the auspices 
of the Brownsville Learners* Club, the 
proceeds to go toward the public library. 
The ladies of the club are working hard 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



-14— 



to make a record for the sale of tickets. 
—Daily Sentinel, April 16, 1914. 

Brownwood. 

At* a recent meeting of the board of 
directors of Carnegie Library, it was de- 
cided to undertake the reorganization 
of the Carnegie Library Association of 
Brownwood, which was maintained so 
successfully for two or three years after 
the establishment of the library. At 
that time though the city had less than 
one-half of its present population, the 
membership of the association was large 
and dues amounted to about $1500 an- 
nually. After the third or fourth year, 
however, interest lagged and there was 
no effort made to maintain the organi- 
zation, consequently the work of the 
library has been seriously hampered, as 
the appropriation from the city of $50 
per month barely meets the current ex- 
penses — the board being forced to so- 
licit private subscriptions in order to 
partially supply the demand for books. 

Tliat a well equipped -public library 
is a necessity in a city of schools and 
colleges is admitted by everyone; and 
those most interested in the welfare of 
the institution are of the opinion that 
proper interest and support will be man- 
ifested when our citizens fully realize 
the actual needs of the Brownwood 
Library. The general rundown condi- 
tion of the building, the poor facilities 
with which to handle the increasing 
number of readers, and the pressing de- 
mand for books of reference and stand- 
ard fiction are questions that should 
receive serious consideration on the part 
of our citizens. — Brownwood Bulletin^ 
April 11, 1914. 

Burleson. 

The Woman's Eumathian Club has 
moved its library to the Continental 
State Bank, has bought quite a number 
of new books and will make another 
order soon. The membership fee to the 
library is onlv $1.00 a year, and those 
who do not care for membership may 
read the books for five cents each. The 
library at the bank is for everyone who 
has a desire for good reading, and the 
small fee is only that new books can 
be added. — Burleson Xews, April 17, 

Cisco. 

Sixty- five books have just been added 
to the Cisco Public Library, making a 
total of 1430. Among those books, old 
and new, will be found histories, biog- 
raphies, poems, essays, historical novels 
and fiction. Care is used in selecting 



these books. A number of first-class 
books for boys and girls are included 
in this list. The lads and lasses of the 
town could spend their vacation to no 
better advantage than by reading. For 
one year these books can be read for 
$1.00; six months, GO cents; three 
months, 35 cents, and in patronizing 
this library you are helping a worthy 
enterprise. The money given for sub- 
scriptions is used exclusively to pur- 
chase books. Library open Monday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday afternoons.— 
Cisco Round-up J May 1, 1914. 

Cooper. 

"Our library is known as Cooper Li- 
brary Association, and was organized in 
March, 1912, and opened April 1, 1912. 
Seventy-five persons paid $2.50 each for 
membership. The membership organ- 
ized for the purpose of starting a 
library, hoping as the town grows, and 
more interest is manifested in such a 
movement to make it a public library. 
We put in 250 volumes and now have 
337. Library is open every Wednesday 
afternoon, at which time members can 
take out as many books as there are 
persons in home able to read, and these 
books may be kept until next library- 
day. Dues are $1.00 per year. Books 
are rented to non-members for 10 cents 
per week. The dues pay the expenses 
of the librarian. The board of directors 
have managed a Lyceum course each 
winter, and take the proceeds and pur- 
chase books for the library. This year 
we will have $100 to put into new 
books; much more than we had last 



Dallas. 

Dallas ProLic Library. Miss Rosa 
M. Leeper, Librarian. Statistics for the 
year ending April 30, 1911: Number 
of volumes, 31,240; accessions, 3871: 
circulation, 84,266 ; borrowers, 12.218. 
•Annual receipts: Taxes, $9400; other 
sources, $2828; total, $12,228. An- 
nual expenses: Salaries, $4320.71; 
books, periodicals and binding, $4639.68; 
other expenses, $2480.26; total, $11, 
440.05. 

Statistics for 1912: Number of vol- 
umes, 35,552; accessions, 4093; circu- 
lation, 91,400; borrowers, 10.809. An- 
nual receipts: Taxes, $10,500; other 
sources, $2080.87; total, $12,580.87. An- 
nual expenses: Salaries, $4872.90; 
books, periodicals and binding, $3272.62; 
other expenses, $2470.27; total, $10,- 
024.70. 

Statistics for 1913: Number of vol- 
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umes, 37,699; accessions, 3592; circula- 
tion, 93,110; borrowers, 11,566. Annual 
receipts: Taxes, $16,000; other sources, 
$3375.75; total, $19,375.75. Annual ex- 
penses: salaries, $5416.36; books, period- 
icaJs and binding, $3461.81; other ex- 
penses, $8973.98; total, $17,816.15. Ap- 
proximately $5850 was spent for addi- 
tion to the building and bookstacks. 

Statistics for 1914: Number of vol- 
umes, 41,664; accessions, 4582; circula- 
tion, 102,123; borrowers, 15,321. Annual 
receipts: Taxes, $15,000; other sources, 
$2712.77; total, $17,712.77. Annual ex- 
penses: Salaries, $6107.76; books, peri- 
odicals and binding, $4496.31; other ex- 
penses, $6382.68; total, $16,968.75. 

Extract from the report of the board 
of trustees: **\Vhen the library was 
opened in 1901 it contained approxi- 
mately 10,000 volumes. It now con- 
tains something more than 40,000 vol- 
umes. About one-fourth of these are 
books of fiction and the • remainder are 
books of reference, books of general lit- 
erature and books of useful information. 
About 2500 volumes relate to ^he use- 
ful arts." 

Extracts from the librarian's report: 
"As a modern library starting without 
handicap of out-of-date and unattractive 
books, we were fortunate. The collec- 
tion was planned with the needs of the 
community in mind, and by constant 
watchfulness and study of the growth 
of the city we have tried to keep the 
library a little in advance of the de- 
mands. We are just beginning to learn 
the needs of our foreign population, and 
thepe foreigners are beginning to learn 
their need of the library. The additions 
of books in French, German, Spanish, 
and the Yiddish languages have drawn 
to us many new patrons. 

"The circulation for the year of 102,- 
123 volumes was the largest yet reoord- 
e<l, and in many ways the mo!st satis- 
factory from the library point of view. 
The greatest increase was from the 
classes of u«?eful arts and of religion 
and from the books in foreign languages 
in all classes. Tlie increase of 250 per 
cent in the circulation of foreign books 
was almost sensational. The circulation 
shown from the schools is the recorded, 
not the complete circulation, as it was 
not possible to get this. From the 
Brown Cracker Company, Wesley House 
and Trinity Play Park no statistics of 
use are available, but we are assured 
that in each of these places the books 
are used and appreciated. Vacation 
libraries at four schools were kept open 
one afternoon a week at each school. 



The circulation was not ?o good as last 
year, when there were playgrounds in 
operation at these ' schools. 

*'The influence of the interurbans and 
railroads on the life of the city is 
shown at the library, both in the cir- 
culation and the reference? work. When 
the rules for the government of the 
library were made in 1901, the distance 
limit set for borrowers was three and 
one-half miles from the postoffice. Later 
this was changed to a radius of ten 
miles from the postoffice, thus extending 
library privileges to more than a third 
of the county. During the last year we 
have had several patrons ask for fur- 
ther extension, giving as a reason that 
they had moved out on the interurban 
beyond the ten-mile limit, though still 
doing business in Dallas. In the refer- 
erence department Saturday morning 
during the school term seldom fails to 
bring students from the surrounding 
towns anywhere within a seventy-five- 
mile radius for debate and other refer- 
ence work. 

"Classified contents of the . library 
May 1, 1914, show the following: 

,2 . « 

— ^ •T e . 

S« gco ©2 

^= i 1 

M '^ 

Miscellaneous . . . 2,565 250 2,496 

Philosophy 509 02 737 

Religion 1,087 88 1,129 

Sociology 3,006 435 3,653 

Philology 294 36 310 

Natural' Science. 1,583 137 1,379 

Useful Arts 2,421 322 2,814 

Fine Arts 1,564 151 1,966 

Literature 4,027 347 5,923 

Travel 2,046 221 2,601 

Historv^ 2.317 188 1,660 

Biographv 2.398 210 1,720 

Fiction 1 10,243 1,070 72,706 

Public documents 5,691 226 .... 

Oak CI iff Branch 490 490 

Duplicates 1,423 343 

School circula- 
tion ... 3,029 

Total 41,664 4,582 102,123 

Fort Worth. 

The series of summer stories for chil- 
dren at the Carnegie Library will be- 
gin next Friday. The older boys and 
girls will be told stories from Roman 
history, while the smaller children will 
be told about birds. Teachers who have 
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made a study of the art of story telling 
will be in charge of the work. — Fort 
Worth Record, June 15, 1914. 

Francitas. 

The City Library Club adopted a con- 
stitution in which it assumed the name 
of Francitas Library Club, and declared 
one of its objects to be "to provide good 
books for the library. — Francitas Bee, 
April 24, 1914. 

Gainesville. 

A tag day was held on March 14th. 
The sum of $410 was thus collected for 
the purpose of buying new books for the 
library and has been turned over to the 
treasurer, Mr. S. M. King, less the sum 
of $5.00. which covered all expenses for 
the occasion. 

So many people promised books to the 
library that it waa decided to make a 
house-to-house journey through the town 
and give evervbody a chance to donate 
any books they might have to spare to 
the public library. The entire town has 
not yet been covered but so far 452 
books Jiave been sent to the library and 
many more have been gifts of numbers 
of magazines for the reading room. — 
Gainesville Register, April 8, 1914. 

Mr. Lon Geer, a local citizen and for- 
mer alderman, presented the library with 
some very fine ceiling fans. — Gainesville 
item in Dallas News, June 20, 1914. 

Galveston. 

Rosenberg Libraby. Frank C. Patten, 
librarian. Statistics for year ending 
December 31, 1912: Number of vol- 
umes, 47.921; accessions, 2544; circula- 
tion. 74,482; borrowers, 10,575. Annual 
receipts: Cash, $9639.49; income from 
endowment, $28,400.30; sale of real 
estate, $20,000; total, $58,039.79. An- 
nual disbursements: Salaries, $11,231.50; 
books, periodicals and binding, $5275.05; 
lectures, $1006.20; investment, $25,000; 
miscellaneous, $5400.45; total, $47,919.20. 

Statistics for 1913: Number of vol- 
umes, 52,596; accessions, 3079; circula- 
tion, 75,106; borrowers, 10,802. Annual 
receipts: Cash, $11,184.61; income from 
endowment, $29,925.14; total, $41,109.75. 
Annual disbursements: Salaries, $11,- 
490.17; books, periodicals and binding, 
$4461.83: lectures, $1239.80; miscellane- 
ous, $5851.05; total, $23,043.45. 

Extracts from the librarian's report: 
"The library has a valuable working col- 
lection of books selected with great care 
in order that the institution may serve 
reasonably well all classes of people in 
the community. The library having been 



established in 1904, our book collection 
is largely new and only a very small 
number of the books have become out 
of date. In buying for the library, the 
books on all subjects are selected in 
order that we may awaken breadth of 
interest among our people. Besides we 
often receive purchase suggestions from 
interested readers as regards both books 
and subjects; and these suggestions are 
very gladly received and carefully con- 
sidered. Thus books are selected both 
with a view to create a demand and also 
with a view to meet demand. In our 
work of serving the people of Galveston 
we have proceeded in the belief that 
special attention needs to be given to 
acquiring for this library a collection of 
the best books representing all classes 
of subjects. 

"The reference department of the 
library is often much crowded with read- 
ers, both in the book room and in the 
periodical reading room, where there is 
an excellent collection of both technical 
and popular periodicals. The studious 
use of the library is very noticeable. 
Through the expert service of the refer- 
ence department we are endeavoring to 
serve more and more efficiently the seri- 
ous wants of the people of the city. 
. . . All sorts of technical and in- 
dustrial questions are brought, relating 
to engineering, mining, agriculture, house 
building and furnishing, the trades, etc. 
. . . With our library of over 50,000 
volumes we are generally able to furnish 
the printed page that will help any in- 
quiring reader towards the answers to 
his questions. 

"This library has probably not given 
as much attention to the purchase and 
lending of current fiction as a great 
many libraries do. It is our belief that 
in any community attention gets suffi- 
ciently directed to the popular books of 
fiction without any special effort. The 
experience of the library during this 
period of years has been that while the 
actual number of volumes of fiction 
loaned to readers remains about the 
same as at first, the percentage of fiction 
loaned is now very much less than at 
first. 

"The work of the children's depart- 
ment is carried on very efficiently. . . . 
No part of the work of the Rosenberg 
Library is more valuable for the future 
of the community than the work that 
may be done for children. . . . 

"During the last lecture season 23 lec- 
tures were given, with an attendance 
of about 7500. . . . It is the aim of 
the library management to provide lee- 
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tures that are both significant and in- 
teresting. It is regarded of much im- 
portance that a lecturer should have the 
happy faculty of presenting his subject 
in a pleasing manner, but it is believed 
to be of still greater importance that 
he should have something of consequence 
to present." 

Dr. Edward Randall, president of the 
board of directors of the John Sealy 
Hospital, a member of the faculty of the 
State Medical College and one of the 
foremost physicians and surgeons of 
Texas, has been elected to the directorate 
of the Rosenberg Library to succeed the 
late Francis Light foot Lee, who was vice 
president of the library board. — Galves- 
ton News, June 17, 1914. 

Greenville. 

The Carnegie Library in Greenville is 
not doing the good for the city of which 
it is capable. It is not the fault of the 
librarian. Miss Gee is one of the best 
librarians in the whole State; the city 
council has been very fortunate in find- 
ing her. She has managed well with 
some 2000 volumes; the circulation of 
the books is evidence that the public 
appreciates what facilities are now of- 
fered. But she is handicapped in not 
having a library which is kept up to 
the (kmands of a growing city like 
Greenville. The library is forced to de- 
pend almost entirely upon the clubs of 
the city for contributions in the way of 
books and upon other donors who occa- 
sionally give books, usually fiction. The 
library building itself is in very bad 
shape, and it will require some substan- 
tial repairs to make it presentable. 

Tlie annual library budget of the city 
of Greenville, published in Thursday's 
Herald, gives $996 to the library fund. 
We judge that this is more than it has 
been customary to give the library. But 
this sum is inadequate. At leaat $2000 
should be given the library by the city 
of Greenville every year. The appro- 
priation from other sources would then 
enable the library to become what it 
should be — an institution which would 
enable all classes of people in the city 
to enjoy the advantages of thousands 
of volumes of good reading matter with 
no expense. It would allow Miss Gee 
an assistant, so that the library might 
be kept open at the noon hour and in 
the evenings. The working man and the 
school child might have equal advan- 
tages. As it now stands the library is 
practically of no use to the students of 
Burleson and Wesley Colleges, for the 
reason that they have practically no 



time to get to town and get the books 
while the library is open. Greenville 
boasts of her educational facilities and 
yet allows this the cheapest opportunity 
for giving additional educational advan- 
tages to go by default. — Oreenville Her- 
ald, May 15 and 27, 1914. 

Hamilton. 

The reception tendered by the ladies 
of the Library Association last Satur- 
day at the K. of P. hall was one of the 
most enjoyable social events of the sea- 
son, besides yielding large results in the 
forward movement toward securing a 
more extensive and better library. . . . 
A business meeting of the Association 
was held. Mrs. C. C. Baker, president 
of the Association, addressed the meet- 
ing on the organization of library asso- 
ciations and the maintenance of public 
libraries. By vote it was decided to 
continue the library as a home institu- 
tion instead of resolving it into a circu- 
lating library. The former members ^ 
present renewed their subscriptions of 
$1.00 each and quite a number of new 
members were added to the Association. 
This money will be used in buying ad- 
ditional books. — Hamilton Record, June 
11, 1914. 

Houston. 

Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Li- 
BBARY. Miss Martha Schnitzer, librarian. 
Statistics for the year ending April 30, 
1914: Number of volumes, 39,369; ac- 
cessions, 1826; circulation, 117,848; bor- 
rowers, 17,203. Annual receipts: Cash, 
$582.27; taxes, $8275; miscellaneous, 
$1245.87; total, $10,103.14. Annual ex- 
penses: Salaries, $4808.67; books, peri- 
odicals and binding, $2323.05; miscel- 
laneous, $2390.80; total, $9522.62. A 
new furnace was installed at a cost of 
$475. This was paid out of the city's 
contingent fund, and out of the same 
fund $95 was paid for the repair of 
roof and drain gutters. The library re- 
ceives 211 periodicals and 21 news- 
papers. It is open on week days from 
9 to 9. 

Lampasas. 

Public Library. Miss Beatrice Guer- 
rero, librarian. Library contains 1300 
volumes, is open six hours on week 
days; its users are required to pay $1.00 
a year or 10 cents for each book read. 

Laredo. 

The Laredo Library is indebted to Mrs. 
E. Denike for a gift of twenty volumes. 
This substantial evidence of increasing 
interest in the library is very gratify- 
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ing to those who have the work in 
charge. Mrs. J. B. Baker has also con- 
tributed a number of volumes. — Laredo 
Times, March 29, 1914. 

Mercedes. 

Last week at an enthusiastic meeting 
in the office of the president, Mr. Jno. 
P. Cause, a new board of library di- 
rectors was elected. The retiring direc- 
tors were thanked for their successful 
efforts of the pa«t year. Under their 
administration the library was reopened 
in the present desirable rooms, was suc- 
cessfully financed for a year, and nearly 
a hundred new volumes added to the 
book lists. A competent librarian has 
been placed in charge and the library 
has been liberally patronized by the 
reading public. The library is open each 
afternoon, and anyone desiring to spend 
a while in a cool, comfortable reading 
room will be welcomed. Books can be 
taken out by regular members, using 
their cards, or by non-subscribers on the 
payment of five cents a ~week. 

In connection with the library is a 
rest room designed for the comfort of 
the people from the country who may 
desire a place to rest or to wait for 
their companions. — Mercedes Tribune^ 
June 12, 1914. 

Midland. 

A . meeting of the officers or board of 
directors of the Library Association was 
held one day last week to receive and 
dispose of the resignation of the libra- 
rian, Mrs. Ada Lynch, and to elect her 
successor. The directors tendered Mrs. 
Lynch a unanimous vote of thanks for 
the faithful and efficient service she has 
rendered. Mrs. A. W. Binyon was 
elected to succeed Mrs. Lynch, and en- 
tered upon the discharge of her duties 
immediately. As librarian she will keep 
the library buildingr open to the public 
in the afternoon from 4:30 to 7, and 
in the evening from 8 to 10. — Midland 
Reporter, May 8, 1914. 

McGregor. 

Public Library. Miss Ora Brandon, 
librarian. Library is free to all, and 
is open on Wednesday and Saturday. 

Nacogdoches. 

Below is a statement issued in June 
by the Nacogdoches Library Association. 
If you have become disheartened, write 
them and ask them how they did it. 

The Nacogdoches Library is one year 
old this month. 

During this time we have accom- 



plished several things. Among them are 
the following: 

1. We have built up, by purchase 
and donation, a collection of 1123 books. 

2. We have an average monthly cir- 
culation of 250 books, or over 3000 
books for the entire year. 

3. We have made a card index, by 
authors, which enables anyone to see at 
a glance whether any book by a given 
author is on our shelves. 

4. We have employed a librarian, who 
has kept the library open for one hour 
every week day since it was formally 
opened, on June 9, 1913. 

5. We have extended the privileges 
of the library to all who will take ad- 
vantage of them, thus establishing for 
the basis of our work the only motive 
which can give permanent vitality to 
any public institution — "the greatest 
good to the greatest number." 

6. We have bought two book cases, 
paid rent for one year, as well as in- 
cidental expenses for advertising, sta- 
tionery, heating, etc., and have always 
had a balance in the treasury. 

7. We have helped to supply a long- 
felt want for our schools. Nacogdoches 
is justly proud of its schools; but a 
school without a library is handicapped 
in its work. 

The library is now an established fact 
— not an experiment. It is no longer a 
question whether we are to have a 
library. The only question is, how 
strong and useful is it to be? The 
library can hold its ground, if neces- 
sary, with very little support; and any 
good cause can always find a few people 
who will stand by it. But a library is 
entitled to the suooort of every intelli- 
gent person in a community — and if we 
could have that in Nacogdoches, what 
a library we should have! 

Shall we have a small, slow-going 
library — or a vigorous, flourishing 
library? 

The anstcer depends upon you, 

Palestine. 

The Carnegie Library has all the out- 
side work completed and in the next 
we°k the interior will be completed. 
This is finished with all polished vrood. 
— Palestine item in Houston Post, May 
25, 1914. 

PecoB. 

On Wednesday, June 10, about fifty 
enthusiastic citizens met at the library 
building and organized themselves into 
the Carnegie Library Association. A 
popular subscription has been circulated 
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o obtain funds for the payment of a 
lermanent librarian. The city council 
ui§ money at hand to pay for all neces- 
lary entry books, cards and other sta- 
ionery. The Civic League has about 
^0 with which they intend to buy read- 
ng tables and chairs for tlie library, 
rhe Merry Wives, besides the large 
lumber of books they have already con- 
.ributed to the library, have $10 on 
land with which to buy periodicals, 
rhe Euterpian Club has purchased a 
piano to be placed in the club room in 
the library. Mr. R. D. Gage, who has 
lo generously contributed many books, 
recently sent another large chest of mis- 
!el]aneous volumes. The Mothers* Club 
lias obtained the services of Mrs. R. W. 
Hindley to conduct the Saturday after- 
ttoon children's story hour. The women 
ire busy organizing their forces for the 
collection of books, magazines and other 
materials for the library. — Pecoa Times, 
June 19, 1914. 

The library board met on Saturday, 
the 20th. A resolution from the city 
council was submitted to the board and 
accepted by them. In the resolution the 
Carnegie Library Association is ap- 
pointed the agent of the city council 
in the management of the library. 

The people of Pecos are responding 
jdadly to the call for material to aid 
in opening the library. Mr. R. E. Miller 
has donated a large number of standard 
books. Mr. J. A. Brady has generously 
•Jffered to place a fine wall clock in the 
reading room. Mr. T. E. Brown and 
Mr. Collins donated chairs for the read- 
ing room. The whole city is working 
together to get the library in working 
order by the first of July. Mrs. Looby 
ha* been elected librarian by the unani- 
mous vote of the board. — Pecos Times, 
June 26, 1914. 

Plainview. 

Public Libbart. Take out a year's 
inbscription and take home a book every 
Pjturday for Sundav's reading. History, 
biography and fiction, including a large 
Bnmber of children's books, are on the 
Mves of the library at the disposal of 
fcose who care to invest in the good 
fctntal food provided by the book com- 
lAiUe.—Hall County Herald, May 1, 
»14. 



loienberg. 

The recently organized public library 
h this city is meeting with gratifying 
icces^ especially so when considered 
hat the various books and periodicals 
»e contributions from various ones in 



town and that the library is supplying 
hundreds of patrons in this section. 
There is no charge for the readers, the 
only rule being for the assessment of 
a nominal fine in case a book shall have 
been kept over a specific time. 

The direct supervision of the library 
is in the hands of Miss Irene £. Mul- 
cahay, a prominent young lady, under 
whose capable management the plan is 
progressing rapidly. — Rosenberg item in 
Houston Chronicle^ April 5, J914. 

San Antonio. 

Farewell address of Mr. Wm. L. Herff, 
president of the board of trustees for 
the past four years: 

To the Board of Trustees, Carnegie Li- 
brary, 

Ladies and Gentlemen: Today's 
meeting- is the last to be held by the 
present board, as the terms of eight 
members expire on December 31, 1913. 
I regret exceedingly that I am one of 
that number, and as my business affairs 
are such that I shall no longer be able 
to give the affairs of the library as much 
attention as necessary, I shall not apply 
for reappointment. 

I hope the new board will not lose 
sight of the greatest need of our library, 
which is an increased allowance from 
the city of San Antonio. For the past 
three or four years we have been re- 
ceiving from $10,000 to $12,000 per an- 
num, which sums are entirely inadequate 
to bring the efficiency of the library to 
the standard demanded by the citizens. 
You are well aware that for a number 
of years we have been waging rather 
a strenuous fight against too great a use 
of fiction, partly with the hope that we 
would thereby create a desire for more 
useful reading and partly because of 
economic reasons, as it is a well known 
fact that the use of fiction is a great 
drain upon the resources of any public 
library. The demand by the public for 
fiction is steadily increasing, and I have 
never felt perfectly satisfied that we 
had a right, as trustees, to entirely ig- 
nore this demand. The complaints about 
the lack of fiction are constantly pour- 
ing in, and no doubt the reputation the 
library has gained thereby has been the 
means of keeping the circulation down. 

The children's department is to my 
mind the most important of all depart- 
ments in the library, and should be pre- 
sided over by a person specially trained 
for the work by accredited library 
schools; and I believe it wise that all 
minor positions in the library be filled 
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from among our own apprentices who 
have shown their fitness for whatever 
position they may apply. 

The free lectures which were instituted 
during the season of 1912 and 1913 
proved so successful that I believe it 
incumbent upon the board to appropri- 
ate no less than $1500 annually for this 
very laudable purpose. 

Should the next board change. its pol- 
icy to a certain degree with regard to 
the greater use of fiction, and should 
it desire to expend $1500 annually for 
lectures and $900 or more for a chil- 
dren's librarian, the board must have 
at least $18,000 a year from the city. — 
San Antonio Carnegie Library Quarterly 
Bulletin, February to April, 1914. 

A pleasing feature at the Carnegie 
Library, three oil paintings, now greet 
the visitor's eye at the book counter. 
These pictures were on exhibition at the 
recent art exhibit and have been loaned 
to the library by the San Antonio Art 
League. One of the pictures, over a 
doorway directly behind the book coun- 
ter, is that of a boy seated in a rocker 
with an open book in his lap, suggest- 
ing the interest that the youth feels in 
the cause of education. This painting 
was bought by the Art League from the 
artist, Mrs. McLane, of New York. The 
other paintings are landscapes, one the 
work of Mrs. Coman of New York, and 
the other by Mr. Onderdonk of this city. 
— San Antonio Express^ April 29, 1914. 

On June 27, the San Antonio Bar As- 
sociation was organized with a member- 
ship of 165. The members discussed the 
matter of having a library in the court- 
house annex, which is now under con- 
struction. It is the intention to build 
up a large library for the use of the 
members of the Association and the 
county officials.— /6uf., June 28, 1914. 

San Benito. 

The Woman's Club of San Benito was 
organized primarily to promote a public 
library for the city. Recognizing the 
fact that this large enterprise required 
the united interest and support of every 
woman in San Benito and vicinity who 
cares for the welfare of its citizens, the 
Culture Club, to whom had been en- 
trusted the lots donated for the pur- 
pose by the Land and Water Company, 
invited the other clubs to co-operate with 
them in the larger movement. — San 
Benito lAght, March 27, 1914. 

The San Benito public library was for- 
mally opened this afternoon with a book 
shower by the ladies of the Woman's 
Club, which resulted in securing ap- 



proximately 200 volumes as a working 
basis. — San Benito item in San Antonio 
Express, May 3, 1914. 

The library and reading room will, be 
opened to the public Saturday after- 
noons to both men and women from 3 
to 5 o'clock, and three nights in the 
week, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
nights, from 8 to 10 o'clock, beginning 
with next Saturday. — San Benito Light, 
April 8, 1914. 

In order that one day in the year 
may be devoted to the interest of the 
public library, during which such plans 
as may in the future be developed for 
the advancing and developing of the pub- 
lic library, the Woman's Club of San 
Benito petitioned the city council to set 
aside one day in each year to be desig- 
nated as "Public Library Day." In ac- 
cordance with the request of the ladies, 
the council at its regular session last 
Monday night, designated the first day 
of October of each year "Public Library 
Day." *'Library Day" will be devoted 
by the ladies of the city to suitable en- 
tertainments in conjunction with a gen- 
eral "tag day," when every citizen will 
be called upon to contribute something 
towards the building up of one of the 
best public libraries in this section. 

Plans are also on foot to erect a com- 
modious library building, a site for 
which has already been secured by the 
library committee. — Ibid., June 19, 1914. 

San Marcos. 

A movement has been started by the 
Brackenridge Club of this city to estab- 
lish a public library. This club has ac- 
quired 100 books, including standard and 
recent fiction, modern drama and a 
splendid line of juvenile books. These 
have been catalogued and marked, and 
this small library has been opened to 
the public in the J. S. French book 
store. It is the purpose of this club 
to conduct a campaign within a short 
time to determine whether San Marcos 
will support a public library, and if 
sufficient interest is shown aid will be 
asked of Mr. Carnegie to establish one 
here. — San Marcos item in Galveston 
News, May 10, 1914. 

Seabrook. 

Seabrook is fortunate above most vil- 
lages of its size in having a good pub- 
lic library and a splendid concrete 
library building. In the summer of 
1906 a few enthusiastic citizens pro- 
posed the movement, organized an asso- 
ciation, procured a charter and by stren- 
uous efforts and devious means, erected 
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the building. They have had their trials 
and difficulties, but have pressed on un- 
til their efforts have been crowned with 
success, and they are now ready lo offer 
to the community a substantial, commo- 
dious, fireproof building and a circulat- 
ing library, consisting of nearly a thou- 
sand volumes covering a large range of 
current thought. The library is open 
to the public on Wednesday and Satur- 
day afternoons of each week, and is well 
patronized, having an average circula- 
tion of more than fifty volumes a month. 

The library building; contains the only 
public hall in the town suitable for pub- 
lic functions, and is well patronized by 
home folks and traveling entertainments. 

Its affairs are in the hands of an 
efficient and courteous set of officers: 
Mr. A. R. Wiltsie, president; Miss Kath- 
leen Bradford, secretary; Mrs. 0. E. 
Wiltsie, librarian. The library enter- 
prise is rfn index to Seabrook's capacity 
ifor such service, and we may expect to 
see her "rise up and build" other and 
even greater things than these, until she 
shall become as "a city that is set upon 
a hill." — Seabrook item in La Porte 
Chronicle, April 2, 1914. 

Sherman. 

Our building was to front north on 
an unpaved street and one that is poorly 
improved, this beinsr on account of the 
shape of the lot, being 115 on north side 
and 75 feet on west side. They had 
begun to take out dirt preparatory for 
the foundation when some enterprising 
citizens got together and bought the. lot 
next to the library lot on the south and 
sold the library 25 feet adjoining it, 
mnkinjf our lot now 115 feet north and 
100 feet west. This chancres our front 
to the west and on a paved street, and 
one that is much better improved. 

Stamford. 

On last Saturday a shipment of about 
sixty new books was received at Stam- - 
ford's Carnegie Library. These have 
been placed and catalosrued and are now 
ready for service bv the public. — Stam- 
ford Observer, April 23, 1914. 

It has been decided to be best to make 
a change in the hours at the library. 
Morning hours will remain the same, 
namely, 9 to 12:30, but the afternoon 
hours will be from 3 to 6 p. m. Change 
goes into effect Saturday, May 2. — Ibid., 
May 1, 1914. 

Sulphur Springs. 

Extracts from the proceedings of the 
meeting of the library board, held April 



24: The present librarian, Mrs. White, 
by her constant work, energy, interest 
and insistence, has made a very decided 
improvement in the library work. She 
has been truly faithful to her charge, 
so much so that at the close of her 
year's work, ending April 8, the board 
of trustees unanimously voted her a 
raise of $10 in salary each month. She 
was formerly getting less than $1.00 per 
day, which was considered underpay for 
her valuable services. This came as a 
great surprise to her and was doubly 
appreciated because of not having been 
asked for. In her modest, quiet way 
she attempted to thank the board for 
this kindness, but tears of gratitude and 
surprise checked her utterances, but a 
look at her beaming face convinced all 
that the surprise sprung on her was 
fully appreciated. Her monthly report 
showed that each month since she has 
been in charere a steady decided increase 
in all departments of her work. The 
library now contains 1535 volumes, with 
quite a number yet to be classified. Dr. 
Longino has recently donated a series of 
valuable books. Tlie Baptist Sunday 
school also donated a large number of 
juvenile books, all of which are first- 
class books. A new member was added 
to the board of trustees, Mr. Kerbow^ 
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce. 

The lady members of the board are- 
arranging for a dinner on May I^y, 
hoping to get sufficient funds for this- 
purpose. Everybody in the city should 
assist them by liberal giving, in the way 
of meats, salads, pie, cake, etc. Do not 
turn the solicitors away empty handed 
when they call on you this week, for you 
and yours will be benefited if the dinner 
is a success. Carnegie Library is with 
us to stay. Let's make it an institu- 
tion to be nroud of. Ask the librarian 
for a good book, she will recommend no 
other. -—Sulphur Springs Telegram^ April 
29, 1914. 

Extract from the report of the last 
regular meeting of the Carnegie Library 
Board in June: The librarian reported 
that the total amount received from the 
May Day dinner was $93. Mayor Gee 
reported that he had appointed the fol- 
lowing as members of the library board: 
Mrs. Jubal Boggs, Mrs. Kuykendall, Mrs. 
Polk, and Mrs. LaVelle. The Waverly 
Ladies turned over $25, and on motion 
a vote of thanks was extended to them 
for their generous donation. A motion 
was made that all the new books be 
allowed only to be kept out one week 
by readers and without the privilege 
of renewing for another week, and the 
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librarian be empowered to allow only 
one new book to a family and use .her 
discretion on this matter as to what 
should be considered new books. — Sul- 
phur Springs Ouzette, June 26, 1914. 

Temple. 

The directors of the Chamber of Com- 
merce have secured permanent headquar- 
ters at the Carnegie Library, where two 
of the reception rooms have been as- 
signed to their use, and same have been 
furnished and outfitted for the purpose. 
—Waco News, April 2, 1914. 

Agitation has been started by promi- 
nent citizens for better public library 
facilities for Temple, and the present 
Carnegie Library will either be remod- 
eled and brought up to modern stand- 
ards or else moved and rebuilt. The 
building was erected eleven years ago 
and is inadequate to the present needs 
of the city, whose rapid growth has out- 
distanced the library. It occupies a site 
in the center of the city Park, a beau- 
tiful two-acre breathing spot adjoining 
the business district, and there has long 
been dissatisfaction with the location, as 
many consider that the purposes and 
appearance of the park are spoiled 
thereby. — Galveston News, April 22, 
1914. 

For many months the more progres- 
sive citizens of Temple have had seri- 
ously under consideration the repairing 
or the rebuilding of the Carnegie Li- 
brary, which sits in the middle of City 
Park and is in a deplorable condition. 
The present structure was erected eleven 
years ago and the city long ago out- 
grew it. Temole should have a larger 
and more creditable building. The old 
house is in a bad way. The walls are 
cracked and crumbling; the floors are 
sinking into the ground; the plastering 
is giving way. In one place it has been 
necessary to bind the two walls together 
to keep them from falling. The appear- 
ance of the entire building is disrep- 
utable and ramshackly. Any repairs 
that could be put into it would be a 
mere waste of money. It would be use- 
less to gloss over the big cracks and 
the caved in walls. Besides that, the 
building is too small for the town. 
Temple, in the march of progress, has 
outgrown the library; it needs a larger 
and a better building. — Temple Mirror, 
April 26, 1914. 

Tyler. 

Cabneoie Public Libbabt. Miss Ethel 
Pitcher, librarian. Statistics for the 
year ending December 31, 1913: Num- 
ber of volumes, 7405; accessions, 427; 



circulation, 27,676; borrowers, 2996. 
Annual receipts: Taxes, $2582.65; rent, 
$221.50; miscellaneous, $149.09; total, 
$2953.24. Annual expenses: Salaries, 
$1234; books, periodicals and binding, 
$1026.48; miscellaneous, $662.65; total, 
$2933.13. 

Extract from the librarian's report: 
May 25, the library inaugurated the 
opening of the reading room on Sunday 
afternoons from 2 to 6 p. m. It has 
grown steadily in popularity, and the 
public seems to appreciate having ac- 
cess to the rooms. 

No department of the library comes 
BO directly in touch with the educa- 
tional interests of our city as the refer- 
ence department, and no work done by 
the library requires as much painstak- 
ing effort and direct personal services. 
The use of this department is not con- 
fined to the citizens of Tyler; many out- 
of-town people make use of tha refer- 
ence books. 

Waco. 

Public Libbaby. Miss Pauline Mc- 
Cauley, librarian. Statistics for the 
year ending April 15, 1914: Number of 
volumes, 15,782; accessions, 1644; cir- 
culation, 73,370; borrowers, 7331. An- 
nual receipts: Taxes, $5400; rent, 
$314.50; other sources, $1266.96; total, 
$6981.46. Annual expenses: Salaries, 
$2688.12; books, periodicals and bind- 
ing, $2111.43; miscellaneous, $1770.31; 
total, $6569.86. 

Mr. I. A. Goldstein, who has been 
president of the library board for four- 
teen years, submitted a very interesting 
report at the last meeting. An extract 
follows below: 

"Sixteen years ago a few enthusiastic 
ladies met together and organized this 
association. With two or three hun- 
dred books, mostly second-hand contri- 
butions as varied in quality as in con- 
dition, the young hopeful was supported 
fpr two years on 'social teas* and good 
will offerings. From the co-operative 
efforts and intimate associations of the 
faithful few in those days to keep the 
foundling alive has grown the personal 
interest and personal work which pre- 
served the library through discourage- 
ments and against many obstacles. 

"In the good year 1904 Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie contributed $30,000, the ladies 
secured by donation sufficient money to 
buy the land, and this building was 
erected and dedicated. The city accepted 
the charge, and for ten years by the 
most economical management and with 
the co-operation of a devoted and intel- 
ligent staff of librarians, the people of 
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Waco have been served better, probably, 
tban any other city of the same popula- 
tion at the same cost. It is only this 
year that the library has been placed on 
a permanent footing, as the new city 
charter endows the library with a fixed 
income of two cents on the hundred dol- 
lars of taxation. In the past the direc- 
tors never knew what sum they might 
receive, but henceforth the annual allow- 
ance will increase as taxable values ad- 
vance and as the city grows. Those who 
have been associated in the good work 
may justly feel proud of the final suc- 
cess of their efforts. The personal sac- 
rifices and discouragements will be for- 
gotten, but this beautiful building and 
the splendid organization which serves 
7000 regular ^rrowers and approxi- 
mately 15,000 men, women and children, 
is now a part of the people's life, and 
will endure." 

Waxahachie. 

Nicholas P. Sims Libbaby. The en- 
tire basement was whitewashed in the 
spring and one room therein was fitted 
with neat shelving to hold the files of 
newspapers. 

A local history collection is slowly 
being built up. So far it consists mainly 
of photographs of old buildings, which 
have been contributed by various cit- 
izens. 

A weekly story hour for children 
under ten is being held during the sum- 
mer mcmths, with Miss Alleen McGee 
as story teller. This series of fairy tales 
proves attractive to the little folk. 
Whitney. 

Realizing the need of a substantial 



public library building for Whitney, last 
week Mrs. Roy Smith wrote to Mr. An- 
drew Carnegie of New York City, and 
asked his assistance. The following let- 
ter was received this week: 

New Yobk, April 7, 1914. 
Mrs. Roy E, Smith, Whitney. 

MADAM: Yours received. If Whitney 
has not adequate library accommoda- 
tions and desires the assistance of the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York in 
obtaining a building, nlease have the 
council make anplication, stating what 
the community is willing to do for its 
part. Yours very truly, 

James Bebtbam, 
Secretary. 
— Whitney MesBenger, April 17, 1914. 

Winnsboro. 

Extracts from the proceedings of the 
library trustees June 1: 

The librarian's report noted 618 read- 
ers in town and 10 in the country. 

The board tendered Miss Stivers a very 
warm vote of thanks for her gracious- 
ness in repeating the entertainment of 
her music class for the benefit of the 
library. 

There was much informal discussion 
about the work needed on the building 
— recalsomining the walls, new doors 
for the front, holes to be filled outside 
of the building, and many other things, 
as soon as the money is available. 

Only those who have tried to care for 
and help keep in order such a building 
without any fixed income can appre- 
ciate what such help means. — Winnshoro 
Free Press, June 4, 1914. 



NEWSINOTES OF TEXAS SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 



BlMsing. 

The trustees have decided to extend 
an invitation to all the people of the 
community to use the school library this 
summer. Miss Edna Woodruff and my- 
self have volunteered to oversee the dis- 
tribution of the books. One of us or 
someone else appointed for the occasion 
will be at the schoolhouse every Satur- 
day afternoon from 3 to 6 o'clock. No 
charges will be made for the use of the 
books. However, if anyone should lose 
a book or let it be damaged other than 
the <n*dinary wear, he will be expected 
to pay for the same. 

We are doing this "gratis," and we 
are asking this favor of you: If you 



have any books that are suitable for a 
public school library and you feel dis- 
posed to help a good cause, will you 
please present them to the library? 
Also, if you have some good magazines, 
will you please send them to the read- 
ing room. They will be appreciated. — 
Blessing Netcs, May 16, 1914. 

The people are using the school library 
very well. On Saturday, May 16, twenty- 
nine books were taken out. On the 23rd 
there were thirty-five taken, and on the 
30th there were eleven taken. Remem- 
ber that the use of these books is free 
to everybody, and please do not forget 
that we would be glad to have your back 
number magazines. — Ibid,, June 6, 1914. 
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A library association for the purpose 
of promotinj]r further interest in and an 
enlargement of the present Blessing 
library, will be organized on Saturday 
afternoon at 4 o'clock in the auditorium 
of the school building. Tlie opening of 
the present school library to the public 
during the summer months has met with 
such hearty approval from tlie patrons 
and the increase each week in the circu- 
lation of books has been so encouraging 
that an effort to improve the library 
should meet with the approval of the 
people generally. Everyone interested 
in such an organization is requested to 
be present. — Ibid., June 26, 1914. 

Fort Davis. 

In order that the townspeople may 
have use of the school library during 
the summer vacation, the Parent-Teach- 
er's Club has arranged to have the 
library opened on Wednesday afternoons 
from 3 until 5 o'clock. The following 
rules, however, must be observed: 

1. Any person keeping a book out 
.of the library longer than two weeks 

shall be fined 25 cents a week. 

2. No book will be received or given 
out except on library days. 

3. Any person losing or in any way 
damaging any book in the library will 



be expected to replace same or pay tlie 
price of the book to the librarian. 

4. No reference books may be taken 
from the library. — Fort Davis Post, May 
21, 1914. 

Gorman. 

On every Saturday morning from 8 
to 9 o'clock the Gorman school library 
will be open during the summer to tb« 
public. The following rules will be ob- 
served : 

1. Books are to be let for one week- 
only, but if kept a week longer a fee 
of 10 cents will be charged. 

2. Only one book at a time will be 
allowed, and that must be returned be- 
fore another will be given. — Gorman 
Progress^ June 5, 1914. 

Winnie. 

The new school library is now in the 
schoolhouse and can be used by any res- 
ident of this district on payment of the 
small fee of 10 cents per month. School 
children can, of course, obtain books free 
of charge. The books can be drawn only 
on Friday afternoon in order that classes 
will not be disturbed. Join in and get 
books, and every cent that comes in 
will go for new books. — Winnie Chron- 
icle, April 11, 1914. 



NEWS NOTES FROM TEXAS ART LEAGUES. 



Austin. 

First exhibit, Societv of Texas Artists, 
Elisabet Ney Studio, * May 25-28, 1914: 
Such is the simple typewritten announce- 
ment that heralds an occurrence of so 
much importance that those who are 
especially interested in art can hardly 
speak of the occasion with due restraint. 

The sponsors for this happy event are 
the Texas Fine Arts Association and the 
Society of Texas Artists. The former 
was founded in April, 1911. After the 
death of the distinguished sculptor, Elis- 
abet Ney, her studio was bought by Mrs. 
Joseph Dibrell, who has made an art 
museum of it. both as a tribute to her 
friend, Elisabet Ney, and as a means 
to advance art interest in Texas. 

Out of this circumstance has arisen 
the conditions for the formation of the 
Fine Arts Association, which has the 
worthy purpose of taking care of the 
works Elisabet Ney left and advancing 
art interest in Texas. 

Quite a number of the plaster casts of 
Elisabet Ney were left to the Univer- 



sity, and Mrs. Dibrell has stipulated 
that there shall never be any charge for 
keeping them at the studio, where it was 
the wish of the artist's husband that 
they should remain. The membership of 
the association includes people who are 
interested in art in different parts of 
the State, and the work of organization 
undertaken is broad and practical. 

The Society of Texas Artists is much 
younger; it came in existence only this 
spring. OnW artists who are ' doing ac- 
tual, creative work, are eligible. The 
purpose of the society is evident in the 
exhibit, bringing together, as it does, the 
artists among us, and introducing their 
work to us. ' 

Fortunately, all is not said Vhen we 
have commented upon the pur^iose and 
doings of the sponsors: the exhibit may 
well speak for itself. There arte forty- 
two pictures listed in the exhilj^it, and 
practically all of these impress 
stantly with the genuine consc 
work they represent. There is 
less "slapping" of paint upon 
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guided merely by feeling. There is evi- 
dence oi work, of an attempt to work 
out problems in color and value — per- 
haps more than in composition in many 
instances. The recojBrnition of principles 
of color, light and drawing, is evident. 
In a word, in matters of art, we have 
stood up, we are ready to walk! 

As the visitor glances around the room 
at this exhibit, the next general impres- 
sion, after that of the real honest work, 
is the "evenness," both in subject and 
in execution. There is no striving after 
effect either in theme or in technique. 
In most of the work one notices the 
use of broken color. The style of the 
wholes if one borrow a literary term, 
is clear, honest prose; poetic flights are 
not attempted. 

There is distinct pleasure in observing 
that nearly all the subjects — most of 
the work consists of landscape paint- 
ings — have been taken from our own- 
prairies, streams and hills. The only 
notable exception, perhaps, is found in 
the work of Miss Mabel Brooks of Aus- 
tin, who is represented by a number of 
studies done at Woodstock. Her \\x)rk, 
however, has a local interest, for it prom- 
ises so well for the Texas scenes we 
have every reason to expect from her. 

The largest canvases and the ones that 
attract attention first are the work of 
John E. Jenkins of Austin, Rolla S. 
Taylor, Tom Brown and Jose Arpa of 
San Antonio. All of these artists are 
represented by characteristic Texas 
scenes. ''Colorado Valley," "San Anto- 
nio River," "Oaks," and "A Street 
Scene," are the names of some of their 
pictures, and suggest our local material. 

Mr. Jenkins has appreciated our abun- 
dant light in a high degree; in the pic- 
tures of Jose Arpa one sees a recogni- 
tion of the remarkable brilliance of our 
colors; Miss Janet Downie and Leo Cot- 
ton have shown their perce,ption of the 
yellow that is so characteristic of some 
parts of Texas; indeed, all the land- 
scapes show that our artists have looked 
at our surroundings and have attempted 
to express them as they are, recognizing 
their local beauty. 

There are several portraits, a few 
miniatures and a sketch of flowers that 
might well be commented upon. There 
is a small study called "Spirit of the 
Marshes," which attracts attention by 
its atmosnhere and suggests the true 
mission of the artist in calling our at- 
tention to beauty in places in nature 
where we must really look to find it. 

We leave this art exhibit with several 
agreeable impressions. The handling of 



light in one picture, the use of shadow 
in another pleases, and so on through 
the list. But the best that we bring 
away is a conviction that Texas art has 
celebrated "a first step" upon this occa- 
sion, and that the outlook for art in 
Texas is most promising. — Stella Shurt- 
leff in Dallas News, June 14, 1914. 

Dallas. 

The seventh annual spring exhibition 
of the Dallas Art Association formally 
opened yesterdav afternoon with a tea 
and lecture in the art gallery at Fair 
Park. 

Mrs. J. B. Sherwood of Chicago was 
the guest of the occasion and delivered 
an address. Mrs. Sherwood was enter- 
tained with a breakfast at noon at the 
Adolphus Hotel, Mrs. Eli Sanger being 
the hostess. Mrs. Sanger also enter- 
tained the officers of the Dallas Art 
Association and the chairmen of the 
standing committees. Immediately after 
tlie breakfast the entire party went to 
the art gallery and Mrs. Sherwood in- 
spected the pictures on exhibition. At 
3:30 o'clock she delivered a lecture to 
a large .gathering of persons interested 
in art. Her subject was "Art and the 
Art Movement in Texas." 

She spoke very highly of what Texas 
has done along art lines. She devoted 
a part of her lecture especially to the 
pictures of Jonas Lie, on exhibition in 
the art gallery. She spoke of him as one 
of the new men in art who has the 
American spirit. She gave strong praise 
to his work and the originality with 
which he worked out his ideas. 

Besides the works of Jonas Lie, the 
exhibit contains work by Frank Reaugh, 
Miss Ellen Dunlao, Miss Minnie Bailey, 
Boyer Gonzales, R. J. Onderdonk, Julian 
Onderdonk and an interesting collection 
of colors and pencil drawings by E. G. 
Eisenlohr. 

The officers and committee chairmen 
of the association are: Mrs. George K. 
Meyer, president; Mrs. Eli Sanger, vice 
president; Miss Ruth de Capree, record- 
ing secretary; Mrs. Ocie Goodwin, cor- 
responding secretary; Mrs. E. J. Kiest, 
treasurer; Social Committee, Mrs. L 
Dreeben; Civic, Mrs. J. E. Cockrell; 
membership, Mrs. George Garden; Lec- 
tures, Mrs. H. M. Doolittle.— Daito* 
Netcs, April 9, 1914. 

Fort Worth. 

With a collection of some of the best 
efforts of Texas artists on its walls and 
a rare showing of decorated china, the 
Fort Worth Art Exhibition opened Tues- 
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day morning at Carnegie Library with 
a fair attendance. Members of the Fort 
Worth Art Association are c(Higratulat- 
ing themselves on the number of excel- 
lent canvases at their disposal. The 
showing equals and in some instances 
excels that of other seasons. 

Julian Onderdonk of San Antonio ex- 
hibits what is considered by some who 
are familiar with his work, the strong- 
est and best of all his efforts. It is a 
large painting of the hills and craigs 
of Southwest Texas, where the bluebon- 
nets bloom so lavishly and all nature 
riots in every elementary color. Mr. 
Onderdonk has a pleasing style and a 
vigor of color that bids to surpass his 
former efforts. The elder Onderdonk is 
exhibiting a study of roses with all the 
delicacy and charm of this veteran Texas 
painter. His style shows evidence of 
advancement and refinement of late 
years, and betokens the earnest effort 
and hard work of a man imbued with 
the seriousness of the beauty of things 
-about him. 

Miss Littlejohn shows an excellently 
•colored and vigorously painted portrait 
of her father. This is a large 'and im- 
pressive canvas, excellently hung, and is 
a. most pleasing likeness. 

Tom Brown, formerlv of Fort Worth 
and now of San Antonio, offers one of 
his painted landscapes. He is imbued 
with the charm and mystery of the fleet- 
ing colors of Southwest Texas, and paints 
what he feels and sees. In this example 
of his work this close study of atmos- 
phere and impressions is most evident. 
The fog on the river, the ghost of the 
great building in the distance, the trans- 
parency of the mist and the rippling 
water of the river are faithfully and 
ably interpreted. This is one of Brown's 
best canvases and is painted in a vein 
that is gratifying. 

Koyston Nave has several large pic- 
tures. He presents a charming portrait 
of Miss Ann Fields, painted as Carmen, 
and is a painting almost life size. A 
fleeting smile on the lips is the most at- 
tractive suggestion conveyed by this pic- 
ture. Another painting, a portrait of 
Miss Sam Montgomery, is remarkable as 



a likeness, as is also a bust portrait of 
the late Captain M. B. Loyd. The lat- 
ter has been much commented upon by 
old friends of the banker, who was so 
long identified with the interests of Fort 
Worth.— For* Worth Record, May 7, 
1913. 

Galveston. 

The Galveston Art League was formally 
organized Friday afternoon in the audi- 
torium of the Ball high school, with 
Mrs. Boyer Gk>nzales as president; Mrs. 
I. H. Kempner, vice president; Miss Hat- 
tie Wittig, secretary, and S. N. Penland, 
treasurer. The chairman of the Mem- 
bership Committee is Mrs. W. F. Beers, 
and of the Exhibition Committee, Miss 
Alice Block. 

Prior to. the election the Committee 
on the Constitution, consisting of Miss 
Frances C. Kirk, chairman; Mrs. I. H. 
Kempner, Mrs. Boyer Gonzales, Mrs. W. 
F. Beers, and Miss Hattie Wittig, pre- 
sented a draft of the proposed principles 
governing the Art League. Tlie meas- 
ures were voted upon one at a time and 
are simple and direct. 

The institution will hold its first for- 
mal meeting the last Saturday in Octo- 
ber with a membership of one hundred 
assured. In this group are the repre- 
sentative artists of the city, the patrons 
of art, the friends of good art and the 
students. Instead of electing the com- 
plete directorate, it was decided to desig- 
nate the additional seven directors at 
the fall meeting, the executive commit- 
tee being empowered to select from Gal- 
veston's citizenship seven men and 
women who may most aid the cause. 

In the constitution it is stipulated 
that the aim and purpose of the League 
is to foster good art in the schools and 
the homes of the city, to encourage the 
artists of the city and State, to hold 
three exhibitions a year, one of the local 
offerings, a second of the State offer- 
ings and a third the annual canvases 
of the National Art League, now dis- 
playing from four to six weeks in each 
of the larger cities of Texas. — Galveston 
News, June 13, 1914. 
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TRAINING IN LIBRARY SCIENCE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 

We have received from time to time from various parts of the 
State inquiries in regard to training in library science in the University. 
Contrary to the understanding of many there is no training in library 
science now offered at the University of Texas. 

The object of this letter is to find out how many are ready to avail 
themselves of this training when it is offered. Is the demand great 
enough at this time of pressing needs to warrant the establishment of 
training at the University? 

The work might be introduced as a six weeks' course in connection 
with the summer session of the University. 

The course would be open to those who are already holding library 
positions, or are appointees to such positions. For other candidates 
a certificate from accredited schools will be required. 

The training given would fit in nicely with the equipment of teach- 
ers who will have charge of the building up and administration of 
school libraries. 

Please send us at once the names of any librarians or assistants 
who will want to avail themselves of the first opportunity to take the 
course. Address communications to 

J. E. Goodwin, Librarian, 
The University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 



A STRONG APPEAL FOR TRAVELING LIBRARIES 

Wills Point, Texas, September 23, 1914. 
To the Clubs of {he Texas Federation. 

Dear Co-Wobexibs: At the spring meeting of the Executive Board, 
a communication from the State Library Commission was received, 
stating that the many inquiries concerning traveling libraries that are 
coming to the Commission seem to indicate that the time is ripe for 
this benificent work, in which the Federation has long manifested an 
active interest. 

In order to meet the great need in our rural districts for good 
reading matter, by inaugurating a ^stem of traveling libraries, the 
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Commission makes the following proposition: The Commission will 
provide a storing and operating room at the State Library, will furnish 
traveling library eases, and the clerical force to select, catalogue, and 
operate the libraries; also, many excellent duplicate books from the 
State Library will be transferred to the traveling libraries. The Fed- 
eration is asked to provide the other necessary books. 

Since public libraries was the first and continues the paramount 
work of the Texas Federation, and through its fostering many towns 
and cities now enjoy splendid public libraries; and since the Federa- 
tion originated and secured the enactment of the law creating the 
State Library Commission, your Executive Committee asks that you 
respond to this opportunity to aid in sending good books to the book- 
loving men, women and children of the rural districts. 

To this end the Chairman of the Library Extension Committee was 
instructed to ask of each club belonging to the Federation, one dollar, 
as a donation to the Purchasing Fund. This to be sent as early 
as possible to the Chaimmn. Clubs operating traveling libraries are 
requested to send such books as are in good condition, or any good 
books they can secure, to Mr. E. W. Winkler, State Librarian, Austin, 
Texas. 

It is the expectation of the Commission, and others interested, that 
in the near future the State will provide for a splendid i^stem of 
traveling libraries. Texas will certainly not long lag behind other 
States in this great public service. When that is accomplished to 
the Club Women will be the credit of another great achievement. 

Asking for prompt and liberal response, and wishing you a happy 
and prosperous club year, I remain, very truly, 

Mes. W. B. Wynne, 
Chairman of Library Extension Committee, 
Texas Federation of Women's Clubs. 



THE WOMAN ON THE FARM 
By Miss Lutie E. Stearns 

Modem programs of library extension through public libraries as 
distinguished from traveling library systems are practically confined 
to an arbitrary line drawn tightly around the city's limits. Charters, 
laws, or ordinances under which many libraries operate are usually 
interpreted to restrict the use of such institutions to a narrow area 
and no great attempt has been made through legislation, save in Cal- 
ifornia and a few isolated examples elsewhere, to extend library 
privileges to adjacent communities. It is a happy omen for the future 
that the program committee should have seen fit to place among the 
topics of this meeting the needs of the woman on the farm, the real 
founder of the city's citizenship. 

** Who's the greatest woman in history?" was the query debated 
by Kansas school teachers recently. They considered Joan of Arc, 
Queen Elizabeth, Semiramis, Cleopatra, Cornelia, Catherine of Russia, 
Maria Theresa, Grace Darling, Florence Nightingale, SuBan B. An- 
thony, and half a hundred others. When they came to deciding, all 
the names known to fame were ruled out. And to whom do you sup- 
pose the judges awarded the palm? Here is the answer: **The wife 
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of the farmer of moderate means who does her own cooking, washing, 
ironing, sewing, brings up a family of boys and girls to be useful 
members of society and finxls time for intellectual improvement." 
These teachers knew the woman, they knew the drudgery she faced 
at four or five o 'clock every morning the year 'round. 

There are twenty millions of her in this country of ours, she makes 
up nearly one-fourth of the population of the country, and while we 
are dealing with these most ** vital statistics," we may include the 
tragic fact that sixty-five per cent of those committed to insane hos- 
pitals are from rural districts, the farm women constituting the great 
majority thereof. 

And yet the needs of this great deserving class of ''humans," with 
minds and hearts ever more receptive of ideas than are city women — 
the needs of such of these are as yet almost wholly imrealized by libra- 
rians aside from Commission workers. The question put by the then 
President Roosevelt to his Country Life Commission, **How can the 
life of the farm family be made less solitary, fuller of opportunity, 
freer from drudgery, more comfortable, happier and more attractive!" 
still awaits solution from the club and library standpoint. 

Though agriculture is our oldest and by far our largest and most 
important industry, it has only recently occurred to us in the United 
States that we had a rural problem. It is only within the last decade 
or so that we have awakened to the fact that there is a rural as well 
as an urban problem, and the club and library interests are too prone 
to keep from recognizing it. We are not concerned in this connection 
with the problem of the retired farmer who moves into a town to spend 
his last days which are, seemingly,- all he is willing to spend ; nor shall 
we discuss those restless fiat dwellers in our cities who, tempted by 
such alluring and wholly immoral titles as The Fat of the Land, The 
Earth Bountiful, A Self -Supporting Home, Three Acres and a Cow, 
or Three Acres and Liberty, **for those to whom the idea of liberty 
is more inspiring than that of the cow," attempt to start ginseng, 
guinea pig, pheasant and peacock farms, and who return to the city 
as shorn of guineas as the pigs they leave behind- them. 

In the serious solution of this problem, we may in truth differ as 
to the sort of farmers we would benefit. As Sir Horace Plunkett has 
said in his Rural Problem in Am^erica, **The New York City idea is 
probably that of a Long Island home where one might see on Simday, 
weather permitting, the homy-handed son of week-day toil in Wall 
Street, rustically attired, inspecting his Jersey cows and aristocratic 
fowls. These supply a select circle in New York City with butter and 
eggs at a price which leaves nothing to be desired, imless it be some 
information as to the cost of production. Full justice is done to the 
new country life when the Farmers' Club of New York fulfill^ its 
chief function — ^the annual dinner at Delmonico's. Then Agriculture 
is extolled in fine Virginia style, the Hudson villa and the Newport 
cottage being permitted to divide the honors of the rural revival with 
the Long Island home. But to my bucolic intelligence," concludes 
Sir Horace, **it would seem that against the back-to-the-land movement 
of Saturday afternoon, the captious critic might set the rural exodus 
of Monday morning. ' ' 

To the New England club woman and librarian there probably comes 
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the picture of rugged, bean-clad hills with ** electrics*' in every valley 
eager to take the intellectual rustics to the Lowell lectures or the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. That books are appreciated in the 
rural districts even in a state that boasts a library in every town is 
shown by a letter from one who had received the volumes sent out by 
the Massachusetts Society to Encourage Studies at Home: **I do not 
know where I should stop if I tried to tell how much these librarv 
books have helped me in my isolated life. I have craved so much and 
there seemed no access possible to anjrthing I wanted. I have lived 
always with a longing for something different; life was a burden to 
be carried cheerfully, yet I never quite conquered the feeling that the 
burden was heavy. Books have taken away that feeling and, before 
I was aware, the load was gone. I have written thus of myself, not 
because my individual experience is of importance enough to interest 
any one, but because I believe the world is full of people vrith the 
same wants that I have and it may be of some satisfaction to know 
how fully you are supplying them. ' ' 

To the club woman and the librarian of New Jersey, the isolated 
dwellers of the salt marshes would come to mind. Maryland su^est& 
to some club epicure the oyster farm with its succulent product, but 
to others comes the vision of the **real thing*' supplied as in Washing- 
ton County with the ideal arrangemait of central library, branchy, 
deposit stations, traveling libraries, and automobile delivery to the 
very doors of the Maryland farm homes — the most ideal arrangement 
of rural extension that exists in America today. 

To the Georgian, the ** cracker" presents itself with its **Uneeda 
book" appeal. The ** Mountain-white" of Kentucky, who comes to 
Berea in his seventeenth year to learn his letters, would surely ap- 
preciate an opportunity to go on with them when he gets **back home." 
In the North Middle West, where farms are still surrounded by a 
fringe of pine and an ** Infinite Destiny," a farmer's wife writes as 
follows ; * * For many years I have lived on the cleared land of North- 
em Wisconsin, and I have made an earnest study of the conditions that 
surround the lives of the average isolated farmer and his family; I 
have seen all of the loneliness and desolation of their lives; I have 
witnessed all the dreariness and poverty of their homes. I have seen 
with them when our nearest railroad station meant a twenty-eight 
mile trip through bottomless mud or over shaking corduroy, when our 
nearest postoffice was eighteen miles away over the same impassible 
roads and where we were often without mail for weeks at a time, 
when the nearest public library was sixty miles away, when the only 
element of culture or progress we possessed was the little backwoods' 
school, housed in a tumble-down log shack and presided over by care- 
less or incompetent teachers. I have watched civilization come to us 
step by step — the railroad, the rural mail delivery, the country tele- 
phone, and other modem rural conveniences. But, before any of these, 
right into the midst of our lonely backwoods' life, came the traveling 
library, for it is characteristic of the traveling library that it is not 
dependent on modem conveniences for its appearance. I can recall 
the thrill of joy with which we received our first case of books. I 
read their titles over and over, handled and caressed them in a perfectly 
iabsurd manner. Almost all of the books were old friends of mine; 
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but, to our little neighborhood of foreigners, they were ' ' brand new, ' ' 
and the enthusiasm over that library knew no bounds. 

*'We had a regular library revival that winter. We talked books 
in season and out of season ; and from talking about the books in the 
little library we fell to talking of other books ; of books we had read 
in our younger, happier days. It mattered little if in the course of 
these conversations books and authors were hopelessly mixed. 

**I cannot say that we derived any great amount of knowledge 
from our first library, but I do know that it brought into our little 
backwoods' settlement that which we needed much more — hope and 
courage and an interest in life. That was my first introduction to the 
traveling library, but during the years that have gone since then, I 
have seen much of the work of these little cases of books. While it is 
true that the traveling library does not always meet with as enthusias- 
tic a reception as our little settlement gave it that winter, yet it always 
comes to our rural communities as a help and inspiration. My appre- 
ciation of the worth of the traveling library has grown with the years. ' ' 

**Once a library meant nothing but rows of books and its influence 
was confined to narrow limits. However, with the establishment of 
traveling libraries, these books have become veritable missionaries pen- 
etrating to all sorts of dreary, isolated places, carrying with them cul- 
ture and a pleasure that will aid in illmninating the long, dreary path 
of existence with the color of happiness." 

As one farmer's wife has it in another locality. *'Good books drive 
away neighborhood discussion of the four deadly d 's — diseases, dress, 
descendants and domestics. ' ' 

Olive Schreiner, in her wonderful and heart searching study of 
Woman and Labor, has pointed out that at first woman hunted with 
the man, and later when the race settled in one spot, the woman was 
the tiller of the soil and the man the hunter and warrior. Then when 
men no longer needed to hunt or fight, the woman tilled the fields. The 
woman became the isolated one. Isolation is the menace of farm life 
just as congestion is of city life. This isolation has a depressing 
effect upon the intellectual life of those who require the stimulus of 
contact with others to keep their minds active. The woman on the 
farm, as Mr. Bailey has pointed out, is apt to become a fatalist. 
Floods, drought, storms, tornadoes, untimely frosts, backward seasons, 
blight, predatory beasts, animal and plant diseases render a season's 
labor of no avail, or destroy the fruits of it within the hour. Along 
with these perennial discouragements comes the interminable round 
of getting up before sunrise and cooking, baking, dishwashing, sewing, 
mending, washing, and ironing clothes from day to day, week to week, 
month to month, and year to year, with additional work peculiar to 
the seasons, such as at planting times, threshing and harvesting, fruit 
gathering, and preserving, etc., etc. The work of the farm is carried 
on in direct connection with the home, thus differing from nearly all 
the large industries, such as manufacturing and the like. The fact 
that agriculture is still a family industry, where the work and home 
life are not separated, differentiates it from life in the city with 
its lack of a common business interest among all the members of 
the family. This condition tends to make rural life stable. The 
whole family stay at home evenings and one book is read aloud to 
the entire family circle. We still find the big family in the country 
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where bridge whist and race-suicide — cause and eflEect — are as yet 
unknown. But the big family puts cares and responsibilities upon 
the mother on the farm and when one sees the bent form, the tired 
carriage, the warped fingers and the thin, wrinkled features of so 
many farmers' wives, one does not at first see anything but cruelty 
to anunals in urging recreation and reading upon such over-burdened 
women. But a brighter industrial day is at hand. From perpetual 
motion to hours of reasonable industrial requirements the daily work- 
ing period of the farmer is coming to be reduced by labor saving 
machinery. The modem gasoline engine, to my mind the most im- 
portant contribution to civilization and culture in recent times, now 
pumps the water, saws and cuts the wood, runs the lighting plant, the 
washing machines, the cream separator, the chum, the sewing ma- 
chine, th^ bread mixer, the vacuum cleaner, the lawn mower, the 
coffee grinder, the ice cream freezer and even the egg beater. These, 
with the fireless cooker, have relieved the housewife and made time 
for reading and other recreation. Good roads, rural free delivery, the 
interurban trolley car, the automobile and the rural telephone are re- 
moving the old-time isolation and are making possible enjoyment and 
a culture and refinement equal to that of the business and professional 
classes of the cities. One thing only is withheld from distinctly rural 
communities — the opportunity to get good books. 

It has been said so often it has become a truism that the rural dis- 
tricts are the seed bed from which the cities are stocked with people. 
Upon the character of this stock more than upon anything else does 
the greatness of a nation and the quality of its civilization ultimately 
depend. The importance of doing something with and for these 
people is paramount, for the farms furnish the cities not alone with 
material products but with men and women. Census returns indicate 
that cities are gaining on the country all the time. We who wish to 
stop the rural exodus must co-operate with other agencies to make 
farm life more attractive and this we can do by opening our doors to 
farmers and their wives, the makers of men. It is our city's self- 
protection that there should come from the farms strong, well edu- 
cated minds, and we each should contribute our share to this end. A 
Chinese philosopher has said, **The well being of a people is like a 
tree; agriculture is its root, manufacturing and commerce are its 
branches and its lif^ ; if the root is injured, the leaves fall, the branches 
break away and the tree dies." State imiversities and other free edu- 
ciitional agencies are recognizing the fact that not the few but all, 
farm and city bred alike, must be educated for life and through life. 
Commencement day is no longer the educational day of judgment for 
the individual. Rural consolidated high schools are being built to 
supplement the little red schoolhouse. Libraries, through extenfeion 
of their service, must aid in the great agrarian movement of the day. 
We cannot all, perhaps, have the ideal arrangement as worked out in 
Maryland by Miss Titcomb. It may not be possible to cover other 
states with book wagons as Delaware proposes to do. We may not ac- 
complish the California ideal of the county as the unit. We may not 
be able to send traveling libraries on their beneficial mission, but we 
each may try to let down the bars at our own reservoirs so that who- 
soever is athirst may come and drink of the waters of life freely. — 
The Texas Club Women, July 6, 1914.. 
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NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS PUBUO LIBRARIES 



ChAppell Hill. 

The Chappell Hill Library Associa- 
tion met and elected the following di- 
rectors: Mrs. Fannie A. Campoell, 
president. Miss Eloise Mercer, and 
Miss Bess Routt. — BrenTiam Banner 
Press, September 11, 1914. 

Colleereport. 

Patrons of the CJollegeport Public 
Ubrary are indebted to the commit- 
ted of last year for the addition of 21 
new books, to Mrs. J. L. Logan, Jr., 
Mrs. Burton D. Hurd and Mrs. T. C. 
Morris, for 30 new books during the 
month of August, 51 all late publica- 
tions or standard authors, among them 
a student's set of Shakespeare, in 
large type on rice paper. 

Fourteen new patrons have taken 
cards, and we have issued 202 books 
during the month. The need of ad- 
ditional cases for our books must 
soon be met, likewise insurance; we 
feel sure both will come to us. — Col- 
legeport NetD Era, September 3, 1914. 

Dallas. 

Oak Cliff Branch. The Oak Cliff 
branch of the Dallas Public Library 
will open about September 15, with 
approximately 4,000 books. Proper 
ceremonies attendant upon the open- 
ing of this branch will be arranged 
by the board of trustees of the li- 
brary. 

"One interesting thing,'' said Miss 
Leeper, "which only one person out 
of a hundred is aware of, and which 
is one of the first things taken into 
consideration when computing the cost 
of books for the library, is the cost 
of cataloging each book, this amounts 
to between 15 and 35 cents per book, 
according to Its character." 

Miss Leeper said that she was not 
vet ready to announce the name of the 
librarian for the Oak Cliff branch, for 
some changes in plans may be made, 
but aside from the one m cnarge. there 
will be one assistant and one night 
boy. 

The hours for the Oak Cliff branch 
will be unlike those of the Dallas 
Library In that the branch will be 
closed between 12 and 1:30 o'clock. 
The branch will be open from 9 until 
12 m.. and from 1:30 to 9 p. m. 

One of the most important things 
to be remembered is that books taken 
from the Oak Cliff Library must be 
returned to the Oak Cliff Library, and 
books taken from the Dallas Library 



must be returned to the Dallas Li- 
brary. 

"Oak Cliff citizens who have not 
been partons of the Dallas Public Li- 
brary, but who wish to use the Oak 
Cliff branch, may get books on its 
opening by registering at the Dallas 
Library now," said Miss Leeper. 
"Also by doing this they will greatly 
assist in the prevention of congestion, 
which will naturally prevail at the 
opening of the new branch." — Dallas 
Evening Journal^ August 27, 1914. 

El Paso. 

Public Library. Mrs. Edith Gra- 
ham Coyne, Librarian. Owing to er- 
rors in the statistics submitted for 
and published in No. 3 of "Texas Li- 
braries" the following corrected sta- 
tistics have been furnished. 

Statistics for year ending December 
31, 1910: Number of volumes 9119; 
accessions 988; circulation 48,400; 
borrowers 5953. Annual expenses: 
salaries $3557.20; books, periodicals 
and binding $2035.08; other expenses 
$1217.95; total $6810.23. 

Statistics for 1911: Number of vol- 
umes 8846; accessions 1276; circula- 
tion 53,718; borrowers 6882. Annual 
receipts: taxes $6000; other sources 
$678.37; total $6678,37. Annual ex- 
penses: salaries $3517.75; books, per- 
iodicals and binding $2166.46; other 
expenses $1104.73; total $6788.94. 

Statistics for 1912: Number of vol- 
umes 9103; accessions 1095; circula- 
tion 57,865; borrowers 7209. Annual 
receipts: taxes $6000; other sources 
$774.72; total $6774.72. Annual ex- 
penses: salaries $3712.50; books, peri- 
odicals and binding $1943.59; other ex- 
penses $1200.04; total $6856.13. 

Statistics for 1913: Number of vol- 
umes 9561; accessions 1122; circula- 
tion 57,963; borrowers 7408. Annual 
receipts: taxes $6900; other sources 
$579.66; total $7479.66. Annual ex- 
penses: salaries $3862.25; books, peri- 
odicals and binding $1702.75; other 
expenses $563.46; toUl $7128.46. 

Fort Worth. 

Cabneoie Public Library. Mrs. 
Charles Scheuber, Librarian. Statis- 
tics for the year ending March 1. 1914: 
Number of volumes 28304; accessions 
4860; circulation 76,175; borrowers 
16,064. Annual receipts: taxes $11,- 
938.60; other sources $605.97; total 
$12,544.67. Annual expenses: salaries 
$4515.04; books, periodicals and blnd- 
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ing $3545.87; other expenses $4384.12; 
total $12,445.03. Library receives 181 
monthly, 76 weekly and 8 daily pub- 
lications. 
Extract from the librarian's report: 
"The Library system now consists 
of the main library, five deposit sta- 
tions and five classroom collections in 
schools — a total of eleven agencies for 
the distribution of books. In January, 
two additional stations were estab- 
lished. Stangl's Drug Store, 1300 
Hemphill street, and Hickey's Red 
Drug Store, 1015 W. North Twenty- 
fifth street. The library has now five 
stations, three on the north, one on the 
east, and one on the south side. E2ach 
station is kept open from z to 6 o'clock 
one afternoon in the week, in charge- 
of a member of the library staff. For 
the convenience of patrons on the 
north side who are employed, the sta- 
tion at Smythe's Stock Yards Drug 
Store is kept open from 2 to 7 o'clock. 
Patrons may register either at the 
Station or Main Library. About three 
hundred and fifty books are kept at 
each station. The books are changed 
frequently. Patrons may have books 
which they desire sent from the main 
library to any station. The circula- 
tion at the stations shows a healthful 
growth." 

Gainesville. 

That Gainesville is one of the most 
up-to-date cities in the northern part 
of Texas has long been known. The 
above picture of the new library Just 
completed at that place shows the en- 
terprise of the people of this little 
Cooke county city. The library, which 
was made possible largely through An- 
drew Carnegie, will be thrown open to 
the use of the public at once. The in- 
terior decorations are of simple Gre- 
cian style, modernized by up-to-date 
lighting and heating devices. The base- 
ment is fitted up for an auditorium 
for the children's story and pastime 
hour, meetings of the mothers' clubs, 
XLI and other clubs of the city. Side 
rooms will be fitted up as kitchens so 
that food may be prepared and served 
for such entertainments as are given 
by the various clubs of the city. The 
•helving and book cases are all of 
steel; in fact, there Is not a piece 
ot wood in the building save that en 
tering into the construction of the 
doors and windows. — Dallas Times- 
Herald, August 16, 1914. 

The picture of the library had to 
be omitted from Texas Libraries. An 



Illustrated article was also published 
in the Trade Review, Dallas, August 
1, 1914. 

ON THE OPENING OF THE GAINS- 

VILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

By Mrs. Quincy Huffaker. 

Our Library! Our fair town's pride! 

Today its doors we open wide. 

We bid you come, we welcome all — 

The rich, the poor, the great, the 
small. 

The children especially we greet; 
We yearn to gruide their tender feet 
In wisdom's pleasant paths of peace, 
Where joys do evermore increase. 

Golconda's mines did not afford 
Such treasures as herein are stored; 
For precious stones in truth are 

naught 
Compared with gems of human 

thought. 

Come, make companions of the great, 
Their virtues strive to imitate; 
And win for your own mind and heart 
All that a good book may impart. 

This libary was founded here 
To help us to a wider sphere. 
Of culture, teach us what to read. 
Supply our people's mental need. 

And with our schools, work in accord. 
The best instruction to afford 
The children, who some future day 
Shall be our town's chief pride and 
stay. 

We thank Carnegie, noble giver! 
Whose royal gift shall aye and ever 
Lift us upon "a higher plane," 
And life's best things help us to gain. 

We ask the Gracious God above, 
The source of wisdom, light, and love, 
That He this work will guide and bless, 
And crown our efforts with success. 

Oalveston. 

University of Texas Medical De- 
partment Library. News has been 
received here of the marriage of Miss 
Ethel Hlbbs of Galveston, formerly of 
Austin, and Chauncey S. Shaw of Man- 
chester Center, Vermont. The wedding 
took place July 23 in Manchester, Vt 
The bride has resided in the city for 
about seven years. Her sweet person- 
ality has endeared her to a wide circle 
of friends. She is a graduate of the 
State University, and was at one time 
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assistant librarian at Rosenberg libra- 
ry. She has just resigned as librarian 
at the State Medical College. The 
groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
S. Shaw, and is a civil engineer of 
marked ability. For a while he made 
his home here with Rev. W. Howard 
Meyers, former rector of Grace Epis- 
copal church, and enjoys many Gal- 
veston friends. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw 
will make their home in Manchester. 
—Oulveston News, July 25, 1914. 

Tuesday, September .15, Miss Addle 
Hill was united in marriage to Dr. Rob- 
ert L. Ramsdell. The young people 
will make their home at Geneva, Tex- 
as, where Dr. Ramsdell is a popular 
physician. The bride is a lovely young 
woman, a member of one of Austin's 
oldest and most respected families. 
The groom was a football favorite 
during his four years at the Univer- 
sity. — Austin American, September 17, 
1914. 

Miss Hill was Miss HIb'os' predeces- 
sor as librarian at the State Medical 
College. 

Miss Anna Belle Norwood assistant 
In the Rosenberg Library has been 
chosen librarian of the State Medical 
College. 

Rosen BEBO Library. The first day 
of September marks a date for the 
forces at the Rosenberg library to ad- 
just themselves after the various va- 
cations of the summer. The "long 
autumnal days" is the time to begin 
reading and studying. 

Miss Nora McNeill, reference libra- 
rian, and head of the loan department, 
has resumed her wonted post after 
s'-vpral weeks of vacation, spent at 
home and in the gulf. 

Miss Eleanor Adams, who has been 
working in the library during the 
summer, has left for a visit to her 
folks in Tennessee, after which she 
will go to the University of Texas. 

Miss Anna Belle Norwood today as- 
sumes her position in the library of 
the medical college after having done 
work in the Rosenberg library to fill 
out the time between school sessions. 

Miss Cora Todd, head of the chil- 
dren's department, came back from 
her vacation two weeks ago. and now 
all the sweetest children in the town 
are again making love to her. Did you 
ever see a little tot smiling over Its 
fairy book of wonderful illustrations 
in the library? 

Librarian Frank C. Patten, after a 
vacation trip north, also returned 



about two weeks ago. — Oalveston 
Tribune, September 1, 1914. 

Greenville. 

The Carnegie Library building 
should by all means be given attention. 
It should not be permitted to continue 
as it is, as in time it will fall away 
and be useless. The money put into 
it will bear a fine dividend if it is 
kept up as it should be. The possibil- 
ities are great, innumerable and far- 
reaching in results. What will we do 
about it? — Oreenville Banner, July 3, 
1914. 

Hamilton. 

Our Library Association continues to 
grow. We have had a number of mem- 
. bers join since our June social meet- 
ing. We now have about sixty mem- 
bers and nearly all of them take out 
books every week, and are earnest 
workers to help build up a public li- 
brary, the object of the association. — 
Hamilton Record, July 10, 1914. 

Houston. 

Lyceum and Carnegie Library. The 
city council has agreed for the Car- 
negie Library to build new shelving 
at a cost of $110, but the petition of 
the library to be allowed to spend 
$40 in repairing the sidewalk about 
the building has been denied. — Hous- 
ton Post, July 8. 1914. 

A communication from the chair- 
man of the finance committee of the 
Carnegie Library has been filed at the 
city hall calling attention to the fact 
that the insurance policies will soon 
expire and the city is asked to renew 
them without cost to the library as- 
sociation. On the building $25,000 is 
now carried while the stock and fix- 
tures are insured for $12,000. The as- 
sociation has no money for insurance 
premiums. The matter will be taken 
up by the council Monday. — Ihid., 
August 16, 1914. 

The city council Monday afternoon 
decided that the city would renew 
the insurance policies lapsing on the 
Carnegie library building, since the 
association is short of funds. The mat- 
ter will be handled by City Purchas- 
ing Agent L. B. Scarbrough. — Ihid,, 
September 1, 1914. 

Houston Bab Association. Final 
plans for the installation of a library 
for the Houston Bar Asociation were 
discussed by a committee from the 
library association and Judge Ward. 
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The plans prepared by the architect 
were inspected and it was decided to 
advertise for bids at the next meet- 
ing of the commissioner's court The 
library will be located on the top floor 
of the county courthouse. — Houston 
Post, September 5, 1914. 

MUIf IGIPAL Refebenoe Libbabt. 
Through the efforts of the civil service 
commission, Houston is steadily ac- 
cumulating a municipal library that 
will be of considerable help to the city 
and to future city commissioners. The 
library is taking shape not only in 
pamphlets, but in bound volumes, and 
already contains a vast deal of infor- 
mation of municipal conditions and 
progress throughout the larger cities 
of the United States.— Houston Post, 
September 16, 1914. 

Hnntsville. 

State Prison Libbabt. W. T. Mc- 
Donald, chaplain and librarian. As 
chaplain of the State Penitentiary at 
HuntsviUe, Texas, I wish to thank 
The News and any other papers of the 
State for your past favors m publish- 
ing appeals made by us in behalf of 
our prison library, and also to say 
to those klndhearted men and women, 
boys and girls, who have so readily 
responded to our appeals in the past, 
that we are very grateful for all the 
books, magazines and good literature 
donated. It is impossible to estimate 
the good accomplished by putting first 
class literature into the hands of the 
boys confined here. However, I know 
that many have gone out from this in- 
stitution wiser and better because of 
their having read much while con- 
fined. 

The number of readers of books and 
magazines, and the number of those 
read during the month of July of this 
year, will demonstrate to you the in- 
terest that is being taken In our li 
brary: 

Number of book readers i « & 

Number of magazine readers..... 75 

Number of magazines read 300 

Number of books read 392 

Number of books, magazines and cal- 
endars shipped to farms 1025 

Besides these, quite a number have 
been shipped direct from the contri- 
butors to the farms. 

In connection with the library work, 
we have a night school — one for white 
and one for colored prisoners. The 
principal subjects taught are arith- 
metic, grammar, reading, spelling and 
letter writing. Aside from this, how- 



ever, some of the boys are studying 
a system of shorthand under an in- 
structor who has learned it since com- 
ing here. From this you can easily 
understand that many are taking ad- 
vantage of the opportunities offered, 
and are using their spare moments to 
advance themselves. Of course the 
above figures do not accurately show 
the per cent of the 550 prisoners con- 
fined here who read regularly. Many 
receive papers and other periodicals 
from the outside, which are passed 
from one to the other until they are 
read many times. In fact, there are 
few men here who do not read some- 
thing every day. 

We have in the library at present 
about 4000 readable books, besides a 
number of old reference books. Nat- 
urally the books of fiction that are 
liked best are read most, and conse- 
quently wear out fastest. A number 
of these are in such condition now 
that they are not readable. Therefore, 
we would greatly appreciate donations 
of books from anyone who has a de^ 
sire to help the boys behind the "bars" 
and suggest that you see your express 
or freight agent, who can possibly 
arrange it so that there will be no 
charges on the shipment. Most any 
book on law will be acceptable, as we 
have few books of this kind, but many 
calls for them. Especially would we 
appreciate Blackstone's works. Also 
books by such authors as Thomas Dix- 
on, Jr., Ella Wheeler Wilcox. Robert 
W. Chambers, Jack London, David 
Graham Philips, Rex Beach, Marie 
Corelli, Jerome K. Jerome, George B. 
McCutcheon. Max Pemberton, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Upton Sinclair and 
many of the standard authors are read 
a great deal. In fact, you would pos- 
sibly be surprised to know that a very 
small per cent of the boys care for 
trashy literature. 

There are a number of women con: 
fined on the woman's farm, only a 
short distance from here, who will be 
truly grateful If some of the good 
ladies of this or any other state will 
send them such literature as is suited 
for them to read.— (3kilve«ton ^ctr*. 
August 23, 1914. 

The News commented on the above 
editorially as follows: "The News 
prints a communication elsewhere 
from Rev. W. T. McDonald, chaplain 
of the HuntsviUe penitentiary, in 
which he appeals to the people of the 
state for contributions of books to 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



—li- 



the prison library. Of course, an ap- 
peal so inherently persuasive as this 
must be needs no reinforcement of 
words by The News or any one else. 
I The utmost that lies within the power 
of the newspapers is to call attention 
to it lest it originally escaped the eyes 
, of many readers as presented in the 
I communication of Mr. McDonald A 
like appeal was made some months . 
ago, and it evoked a generous re- 
sponse. The need of repeating it now 
comes partly from the fact that the 
demand has outgrown the supply then 
I provided and partly because of the 
I fact, as stated by Mr. McDonald, that 
many of the books then contributed 
have been worn out by the heavy use 
made of them. This last named cir- 
cumstance ought to expel the suspi- 
cion from such minds as may be dis- 
posed to entertain it that the books 
are little used, and that therefore it 
is a wasted generosity to contribute 
them. That it manifestly is not. The 
books are used, and 4ised so vora- 
ciously, one might say, that they are 
soon devoured, making frequent re- 
plenishments necessary if the library 
is to be maintained and a habit so 
salutary as an influence making for 
the reform of criminals is not to be 
lost in its incipiency. 

"Many of the means that have been 
adopted to aid in the reformation of 
criminals impress many men as being 
of doubtful efHcacy. Some of them 
justly, many of them unjustly, fall 
under the reproach of being merely 
the vain inventions of maudlin senti- 
mental ism. But surely not even the 
most skeptical will direct that crit- 
icism against the effort to cultivate 
the reading habit among convicts as a 
means of causing their reformation. 
We venture to think a strict inquiry 
would reveal that a large majority of 
convicts are men who read little if 
any. Indeed, It is well known that 
ignorance of literature of every kind 
is the commonest characteristic among 
the population of all penitentiaries, a 
circumstance which confirms a fact 
proved in other ways, that Ignorance 
is one of the most prolific causes of 
criminality. If this is so, then as an 
antidote the mainUining of libraries 
is indispensable to the success of every 
prison, and the cultivation of the read- 
ing habit an essential means of bring- 
ing about reformation. Surely it can 
be no extravagance of the fancy to say 
that many a convict is deflected from 
the wrong path by the suggestion, en- 



couragement and inspiration tnat 
abound so plentifully in good litera- 
ture, and we should think that one 
who contributes a book to a prison li- 
brary could get a good deal of fine 
satisfaction out of the mere possi- 
bility of his having put in the way 
of the wayward the hint or thought 
that cured a convict of his moral mal- 
ady. Mr. McDonald's appeal presents 
an opportunity to do a modest and 
valuable work of philanthropy that 
ought to be esteemed as a privilege 
by the right-minded." 

Jacksboro. 

We give below the list of books now 
in the library of the Jacksboro Library 
Club. Any one may borrow these 
books by paying a fee of 25 cents for 
three months or a dollar a year, or 
five cents per volume. (Here follow 
titles of about 350 volumes.) — Jacks- 
boro News, July 29, 1914. 

AieFcedes* 

The Mercedes library is an institu- 
tion that Mercedes people may well 
feel proud of, made up of 1000 volumes 
of the very best literature divided into 
fiction, classic, juvenile and some of 
the best reference books to be found 
anjrwhere. This institution Is open to 
the public every afternoon of the week 
and is in charge of Miss McClellan as 
librarian. 

The farming community are wel- 
come to use these books; in fact, they 
are asked, and urged to do so. The la- 
dies of the surrounding community are 
free to use the library as their rest 
room whenever in the city, and the 
library board wishes to encourage this 
practice and particularly the use of 
the books freely. 

It is seldom that a town the size 
of Mercedes can boast* of as fine a 
collection of books as is found here. 
Many towns with Carnegie libraries 
are not as well equipped with books 
as is ours and it is being constantly 
added to, that it may be kept up-to- 
date. — Mercedes Tribune, July 3, 1914. 

Xacofi^doches. 

The meeting of the Library Commit- 
tee Thursday evening resulted in some- 
thoughtful work for the high schoor' 
students. The classics for the students 
and supplementary reading was goner 
over and it was decided to enlarge the 
number for their benefit. 

Since the library has been so suc- 
cessfully accepted by the city and the 
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foundation has become solid, the com- 
mittees now have more time to add 
new ideas in management and exten- 
tion that are always for the good 
of the patrons. And every reader 
should be interested enough in this 
home enterprise to encourage it with 
a wide patronage, and the long even- 
fngs of the winter which are so near 
will afford this opportunity. — Nacog- 
doches Sentinel, September 18, 1914. 

Palestine. 

Plans have about been perfected for 
the dedication of the new library build- 
ing, and the date set for this import- 
ant event is Wednesday, October 14. 
On this date the building will be for- 
mally delivered to the city, and Mr. 
S. P. Brooks of Waco, president of 
Baylor University, will deliver the ded- 
icatory address. 

The building has been practically, 
finished for several days now, but 
certain alterations, etc., were required 
before it would be accepted. It is a 
very handsome building and adequate 
to the demands that will be made upon 
it. — Anderson County Herald, Septem- 
ber 11, 1914. 

Plain view. 

There are now more than 600 vol- 
umes, with an order out for about 40 
more volumes. Days are getting 
longer; evenings fine to read. Pay a 
visit to the library and see if you 
don't find a book or books there you'd 
like to read. — Plainview News, Sep- 
tember 4, 1914. 

San Antonio. 

Carxegie Public Library. Miss Cor- 
nelia Notz, Librarian. Statistics for 
the year ending May 31, 1914: Num- 
ber of volumes 36,443; accessions 
2r>r>5: circulation 100,937; borrowers 
12,977. Annual receipts: taxes $14,- 
436.09; other sources $2258.36; total 
$16 694.45. Annual expenses: salaries 
$5867.65; books, periodicals and bind- 
ing $^464.45; other expenses $4610.17; 
total $13,942.27. 

Extracts from the Librarian's re- 
port: "In adding books to the li- 
brary it hap Iways been the aim of 
the managecjent to provide books for 
the purpose of study and improvement 
rather . than for amusement — books 
that are likely to live rather than the 
best sellers. While all books are ac- 
cessible to the public and the atte;ition 
of our citizens is called to our new 
books, still no special effort is made to 
increase the circulation of fiction. In 



consequence there has been a decrease 
of 2.41 per cent in the circulation of 
this department and a corresponding 
increase in the circulation of non- 
fiction. In order to interest the pub- 
lic in our new non-fiction books, fhese 
are placed on an accession shelf in 
the reading room apart from the other 
books. As a result they are kept in 
circulation. The books on religion 
and on German literature show a 
greater increase in circulation over 
last year than any of the other classes. 

"The story hour has been unusually 
successful. Mrs. Hoke who made a 
special study of story telling arra'bged 
to tell the King Arthur stories. The 
attendance at these story hours was so 
large* that it was deemed advisable to 
group the children according to age 
and conduct two story hours a week, 
one for the older children and another 
for the little ones. The King Arthur 
cycle was continued with the older 
children while fairy tales were chosen 
for the younger ones. The. 13 story 
hours were visited by 1261 children, 
the largest single attendance being 
210 and the average attendance 97. 

"Three new school deposit libraries 
were added during the year, makim; 
the total number sent to the schools, 
nine. These libraries contain from 
75-150 books each, and statistics show 
a circulation of 3863 volumes. This, 
however, is a very conservative esti- 
mate, as the teachers report most of 
the books were read by three or four 
friends or family members of the child 
to whom they were charged. 

"During the winter work was begun 
in the American Overall Factory. 
Every Wednesday noon books were 
taken to the factory and charged to 
the girls employed there. Thus far 
results have been gratifying. The 
girls cannot come to the library but 
they are pleased to have the librar.v 
come to them, and their appreciation 
constantly finds expression. 

"The free public lectures were con- 
tinued during the winter and spring 
and proved very successful. Several 
of these lectures filled the auditorium 
to overflowing and one occasion fully 
as many people as were accommodated 
had to be turned away." 

At a meeting of the board of trustees 
of the Carnegie library, Friday morn- 
ing, it was decided to have a new roof 
put on the auditorium of the building. 
The recent rains revealed the need of 
this improvement. Another "acces- 
sion case" also will be added, the pur- 
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pose of which is to hold the new books 
for a time where they may be easily 
accessible. One of the cases already 
is in use. — San Aritonio Light, August 
15. 1914. 

The children's department at the 
Carnegie library has been moved into 
the new south room specially planned 
for the needs of the children. The 
move was made Wednesday and from 
now on the youthful readers will find 
themselves in an airy, light, well ven- 
tilated room. Entrance to the new de- 
partment is made by the left hand 
stairs back of the register desk. 

The room recently used for the chil- 
dren will be converted into a document 
room. Another improvement which 
will soon be made at the library will 
be the fitting up of the "teachers' 
room." This room was completed 
during the recent improvements at the 
library and will soon be supplied with 
books on pedagogy for the convenience 
of the teachers. — San Antonio Light, 
September 10, 1914. 

The children's department of the 
Carnegie Library has been extended 
in scope and includes not only small 
children's books but books suitable 
for the larger girls and boys. Since 
the department has been moved into 
the larger, airy south room more space 
is available for the broadening and 
enlargement of this section of the li- 
brary. The list now contains, in addi- 
tion to the juvenile books, the very 
pick of English literature for the 
young. "Not only are the young peo- 
ple enjoying this part of the library," 
said Miss Cornelia Notz, librarian, 
"but the grown people, who care for 
the best and the truest in our litera- 
ture, find it attractive. The boys are 
devoted to the stories of travel and 
the books on mechanical subjects on 
the shelves. The girls, however, fre- 
quently want to come down to the 
general fiction shelves and get the 
lighter fiction that we have to keep 
on hand for some of our readers; but, 
when it is explained to them that they 
can find the best of novels and stories 
in their department, they usually are 
delighted to get these better books. 
Of course. It is our object to have the 
young people read only the best." — 
San Antonio Light, September 26, 1914. 

A picture collection has been started 
at the Carnegie library. For some time 
the force at the library has been gath- 
ering material which is being classified 
and arranged for the use of the public. 
The collection will be kept in the 



children's department, and will add 
greatly not only to the interest of 
that department, but the usefulness 
of the entire library. 

As the library has no direct fund 
for this work, the material for the col- 
lection has been gathered from day to 
day from magazines, catalogues, post- 
ers and various sources until sufficient 
has been collected to warrant the es- 
tablishment of the collection. The 
pictures will be clipped and mounted 
and given out for circulation like 
books. It is expected the teachers will 
derive great benefit from this collec- 
tion. Requests constantly come from 
them, frt)m the children, and also 
from the general public for pictures 
of various kinds for reference. — San 
Antonio Lights September 29, 1914. 

Colored Braxch. A branch library 
for negroes will be opened shortly at 
a negro drug store on East Commerce 
street, the books to be selected and 
sent out from the Carnegie Library. 
The scheme has been under discus- 
sion for some time by the board of 
directors with the earnest support of 
Dr. Frederick Terrell, president of the 
board. This is not the first time that 
an effort to supply the negro popula- 
tion of San Antonio with reading mat- 
ter has been made. About ten years 
ago, when the Carnegie Library first 
was opened, a sub-station for negroes 
was in use. There was, however, very 
little interest taken in the books and 
so the project was abandoned. It is 
thought the station will prove very 
popular now, as it is planned upon the 
earnest solicitation of a number of ne- 
groes. — San Antonio Light, Septem- 
ber 8, 1914. 

San Benito. 

Mayor's Proclamation: "Whereas, 
heretofore, on the 15th day of June, 
1914, the city council, in regular ses- 
sion did then and there adopt and 
designate October 1st, of each and 
every year as "Library Day," for the 
puhpose of enlivening interest in a 
Public Library for the City of San 
Benito. 

"Now, therefore, I, John H. Lyons, 
Mayor of the City of San Benito, 
Texas, do hereby proclaim and set 
aside Thursday, October 1st, 1914, as 
"Library Day," and I earnestly beseech 
all civic loving people to lend their 
efforts in furthering the interest of 
this great work that the committee 
of ladies has undertaken. 

"To the end that San Benito may 
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have a public library which would do ing has been generously allowed to 
credit to a city of many times its the library without rent, but money 
size, I would urge that donations of is needed for new shelving and light- 
fiction and reference books, and par- ing, for magasinee and new books. 
ticularly money, be liberally made at ' If anyone desires to give money, there- 
the mass meeting on the Methodist fore, instead of books, the committee 
church lawn on the evening of Oo- will be glad to receive any such gifts 
tober Ist. and it could be put to good use." 

"I have hereunto caused my name Statement of Judge Sam'l Spears: 

to be subscribed and the seal of the "We are building a civilization where 

City of San Benito, Texas, aflOxed, but several years ago was a desert 

this the 23rd day of September, 1914. wild. Our opportunities are unique, 

"Signed, JOHN H. LTONS» and responsibilities resting upon us 

"Mayor." are heavier than upon members of 

Program for the mass meeting: older and established communities. 

Piano solo Mrs Pursley ^® *^*^® recognized the necessity for 

Addre8S-"The "influence of the churches, schools and other organl- 

T <K,.o,.v iiZ^r, fii^ TT<^mA>' zatlons for public and personal uplift. 

Library Upon the^Hom^ .^. .^^^ pleasure and profit, but filing that we 

Address^-Th; Library* and the rj;f.hw«^?/'T.n7l.^7h«^tw^ 

Public School" Prof. Thomas thought we did not have the time to 

Vocal solo Ida Swain Jensen Kive support and countenance to a 

Address-"The Library as a So- public library movement. In this we 

cial Asset" Geo. A. Toolan ^re not only neglecting an opportunity, 

Addre8s-"The Relation of the but are evading a duty^ This does not 

Growth of San Benito to the necessaHly mean the giving of njoney 

Library" ^' which 'there air no sich animals' 

Violin solo....*.*.*.'.*.'.'.'.'*.*.Mre.*ChuM ^^ ^^^^ t^™«' ^^^ "^fj^ give aid and 

_^ ^ ^ . ^ ,_ *,. «T . encouragement to this movement by 

Statement issued by the Woman s ^^^ donation of books, and especially 

Club: "We want everyone to help the ^y ^j^j^g ^^^ ^^^j^^ promoters in ere- 

movement not only by gl/ts of boota ^tlng and fostering a healthy public 

but by their presence at this meet- sentiment in favor of so valuable factor 

ing. We need the encouragement j^^ modern life" 

and co-operation of every citizen to _^ ^ ^ i,»* * « « 

make this first "Library Day" of San ,^?^^^®,™f^^°^^'^:A\^A®T^^'*^^i ^° 

Benito a notable event. ^^^^ ^^^^ ?P^<^« ^^i^^^^^ I can discuss 

„^^, .^^ , ^. but a single one of the many benefits 

This year a committee from the ^^ilch a community may receive from 

Woman's Club will visit every home ^ ^lic library. The one particularly 

^"^ ."""iu^f^A """"Ir ^l""^^ lu^'l "^""^ ^® *° my ni*ad is 'the value of reference 

contributed. We hope that everyone ^ooks to an isolated community such 

will look over his or ber books ^g ^^jg ,3, as I am a farmer, I nat- 

before that time, so that any g^fts to ^^,1 ^hlnk of what a privilege it 

be made will be ready when the col- ^^^j^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ available for 
lectors call. By doing this the work j^j reference such a work as Dr. 

of collection will be greatly facilitated, g^j^y.g Encyclopedia of Agriculture, 

"Up to the present time the library for instance— a work that is truly com- 
has been presented with over 500 vol- prehensive and authoritative, as Dr. 
umes. This, in only five months, is Bailey for many years has been re- 
a showing of which we are genuinely garded as the foremost authority upon 
proud. But we do not want to stop, all topics connected with agriculture. 
More books are needed and we hope or horticulture; familiar with the re- 
that they will be forthcoming and we suits obtained in a wide reach and 
believe that they will. The library variety of agricultural experimenta- 
rooms are open to the public every tion, and exceptionally well qualified 
Saturday and it is no uncommon to analyze and draw practical and de- 
thing to see, in the afternoon and pendable conclusions from these ex- 
evening as many as forty or fifty periments. 

patrons. This shows that the library "it may be urged that experiments 

is appreciated, and also the need of made elsewhere are of little value to 

more books. us here as conditions are so different. 

"The services of the librarians are But the basic principles of the prac- 

voluntary and the use of the room tice of agriculture are everywhere the 

in the Bank ft Trust company's build- same, and with the guidance of so able 
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a specialist we shall learn to prop- 
erly allow for varying conditions and . 
greatly profit by the recorded experi- 
ences of others in similar situations. 

**Of course, we must experiment, but, 
being guided as wisely as possible in 
the direction of probable success, we 
shall fail quite often enough. How 
earnestly then, should we seek such 
guidance since we would be glad to 
avoid all groping about and well 
meant, but ignorant advice. 

"I have mentioned but a single 
work of reference, but there are 
scores of them that would be of the 
very highest value to the community, 
both of the city and country; and the 
vigorous way in which the women 
here have undertaken the work of 
founding and equipping a library, gives 
promise that such reference books 
will, from time to time, be obtained, 
and will be of almost priceless value 
to the community. — San Benito lAght, 
September 25, 1914. 

Waco. 

Public Libbaby. A photograph of 
the Waco Public library building was 
published in the Dallas News of July 
21 as an example of civic attractive- 
ness. 

At a called meeting of the library 
board held yesterday the appropriation 
made by the city commission was dis- 
cussed. The commissioners this year 
appropriated $4800 to the library, re- 
ducing the amount from $6000 which 
was appropriated last year. The new 
charter provides that a percentage of 
the taxes be given the library, as is 
done for the school and other funds. 
President I. A. Goldstein of the board 
stated last night that the expenses of 
the library last year were over $7000. 
The board took no action yesterday 
but decided to appear before the city 
commissioners at their weekly meet- 
ing next Monday to discuss the in- 
creasing of the appropriation. — Waco 
Xetcs, September 26, 1914. 

A Place fob the Public Libbabt. 
In behalf of the hundreds of patrons of 
the public library, the Morning News 
expresses the hope that the city com- 
mission will revise its preliminary 
estimate of $4800 a year for the public 
library, as indicated in the s6hedule of 
the budget for the next fiscal year, 
and allow that institution the full pro- 
ceeds to which it Is entitled under the 
city charter. 

Here is the provision of the charter 
upon the support of the public library. 



being article 291, and found on page 
91 of the published charter: 

The board of commissioners 
shall have power to acquire, estab- 
lish, maintain and regulate a free 
public library or libraries for all 
purposes that such libraries are 
commonly used, and shall pro- 
vide the necessary revenue for the 
maintenance thereof by the levy * 
and collection annually of an ad 
valorem tax of two cents on the 
one hundred dollars' valuation of 
all taxable property in the city of 
Waco, and to create and appoint 
such boardis and commissioners 
and make such rules and regula- 
tions for the maintenance and con- 
trol thereof as it may deem to the 
best interest of the inhabitants of 
said city. 

The library is not a lounging place 
for the idle rich. It is open to rich 
and poor alike on the same conditions, 
but the facts gathered from an investi- 
gation of the library's operations indi- 
cate that it is used more by persons 
of moderate means and poor estate 
than by those of wealth and that it is 
a workshop rather than a place of mere 
entertainment. 

Since the addition of the strong ref- 
erence department and technical works 
the library has made a special appeal 
to young men and women to i^isit it at 
odd hours and secure there the infor- 
mation and education that will elevate 
them in their professions. Technical 
and professional magazines are taken 
in goodly numbers and young people 
who cannot afford to take these pub- 
lications in their homes and who have 
to work during the day go to the li- 
brary in the evenings and there secure 
an education that elevates them in 
their chosen work and makes more 
efficient citizens of them. Toung 
women go there and study bookkeep- 
ing and even shorthand at night and 
thus seek to raise the standard of 
their own work by means of a better 
equipment for fighting their own bat- 
tle's in the world. Aspiring engineers, 
mechanics and artisans who cannot 
afford to buy the books and magazines 
which they need can find these things 
in the library, while teachers and stu- 
dents, needing to do difficult work in 
original investigations, can find in the 
library the books which would cost 
them several hundred dollars, if pur- 
chased individually, and which would 
be prohibited to them under such cir- 
cumstances. 
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Time was, of course, when the pub- 
lic library was not popular and when 
the people did not use it, but that time 
has passed. During the last library 
year the total circulation was 73,370 
volumes, an increase over the previous 
year of 11,320. During the five months 
of the present library year that have 
elapsed the circulation has been 34,508 
volumes, indicating that this year will 
show a healthy increase over the year 
before. A total of 17,000 volumes are 
in the library, so that the end of the 
year will show that each book in the 
library has been read on an average of 
four times or more. The children are 
large users of the library, 24,000 of 
the 73,000 circulation being utilized 
by them. Over 5000 children visited 
the library during the last year for 
the weekly story hour. 

The levy of the tax provided for by 
the city charter will give the library 
in the neighborhood of $7000, and it 
needs every cent of it. The library is 
an essential feature of every well or- 
ganized community. It is the people's 
mental workshop. It is being utilized 
here to make more useful citizens of 
men and women as well as better in- 
formed ones. It is doing a large serv- 
ice for the community and should not 
be hampered in that good work by 
having its appropriation cut down. 

We recognize the problem the city 
commission is having to meet in se- 
curing ample funds without levying a 
high tax rate. We know there is need 
of retrenchment on many points and 
economy all along the line. But the 
library needs the full two cents which 
the charter has prescribed and we 
hope the commission will grant this 
without hesitation when the library 
board appears before it Monday. — Waco 
Morning Npws, September 27, 1914. 

The Library to Be Cared For. In 
all probability the appropriation of 
$8500 proposed in the tentative budget 
to care for Cameron park for the year 
will be cut to $7500 in order to meet 
requirements of the charter on the 
amount that must be provided for the 
upkeep of the city library. 

This was practically the decision of 
the four commissioners and mayor 
Monday night, reached at a conference 
which lasted until 11 o'clock. The re- 
sult of the conference is to be that 
the full appropriation of 2c tax on the 
$100 valuation is to be allowed for 
maintaining the library. 

The tax rate will be $1.95. The li- 
brary is to receive $6905.67. 



The budget for the year has been 
made up, and save a few reductions 
to meet the increase for library pur- 
poses, it will stand as announced some 
days ago. 

At a meeting held Monday morning 
so much opposition to the reduction of 
the appropriation for the library to 
$4800 was shown that a ruling was 
asked from the city attorney. He 
ruled the charter provides a rate of 
2c on the $100 valuation and must be 
set aside for the library. The board 
decided to make the appropriation ac- 
cordingly. 

Opposition to a reduction in the li- 
brary appropriation was voiced by 
members of the library directorate as 
well as many other persons interested 
in the upkeep of that institution. 
President I. H. Goldstein of the li- 
brary board, who headed the protest- 
ing committee, declared the appropria- 
tion for 1913, which was $6000, was 
too small. He declared the institution 
could not live on $4800, the amount 
the commission proposed to provide 
for its maintenance; that the people 
had voted a specific tax of 2c on the 
$100 valuation for upkeep of the li- 
brary and the institution should have 
that amount. This tax would provide 
$6905.67 yearly for the library. 

He presented figures to show that 
Waco appropriated a far less amount 
each year for its library than did Dal- 
las, San Antonio, Port Worth or Hous- 
ton. The figures were: Dallas $13,- 
500, San Antonio $14,256, Houston $12,- 
000, Fort Worth. $12,500. 

He said: 

"Waco circulated in 1914-15 the 
same number of books as Dallas circu- 
lated in 1911, about 10,000 more than 
Fort Worth and 30,000 more than 
El Paso. 

"The Dallas library received in 1913 
$19,375 and circulated only 12 per cent 
more books than Waco is today circu- 
lating — ^a 300 per cent greater income, 
but only 12 per cent greater service. 
The Waco library circulated 51,371 
books in 1910 and will circulate 82.000 
in 1914 at the present rate, an increase 
of 60 per cent in service, while the ap- 
propriation has increased 20 per cent." 

A. R. McCollum, member of the 
charter revision committee which fixed 
the 2c tax for library upkeep, said: 

"We found 2c would be an equitable 
rate to fix for library purposes, after 
deliberating the matter as a charter 
committee. I consider the commission 
must, acting under the charter, grant 
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the 2c tax. I don't believe they have 
an option in the matter." 

Edward Rotan said the commission 
must levy taxes necessary to keep 
Waco public institutions running, that 
the population had increased out of 
all proportion to its wealth, but the 
city must keep things in good shape 
and pay the cost. 

A. H. B. Someliussen of the Central 
Labor Council said the library is do- 
ing a great good and should have a 
liberal appropriation. 

C. A. Boynton asked the board not 
to establish a precedent by disregard- 
ing the 2c tax rate provision of the 
charter. — Waco Tribune, September 
30. 1914. 

The Libbaby Saved. The wisdom of 
the charter provision, which makes at 
least a reasonable allowance for the 
maintenance of the public library man- 
datory upon the city commission, was 
demonstrated this week when the com- 
missioners drafted the annual city 
budget. The small sum of $4800, 
originally scheduled for the library in 
the tentative budget, was far from be- 
ing adequate to meet the needs of an 
institution that has reached such pro- 
portions and is rendering the service 
that the public library is. And while 
a majority of the members of the com- 
mission would doubtless have stood 
out for a first-class appropriation, re- 
gardless of the charter provision, all 
friends of popular education congratu- 
late the city upon the fact that the 
charter provision for a levy of two 
cents on the $100 valuation for the 
support of the library is mandatory 
and not optional with the commission. 

All good citizens desire to see the 
city conducted upon the most econom- 
ical basis consistent with an efficient 
administration of public affairs. But a 
liberal support of the public schools, 
the public library, the parks and play- 
grounds, and the maintenance of other 
departments of the city, demand more 
money than the taxpayers were used to 
paying many years ago. But these 
larger expenditures are bringing larger 
returns and there are few persons who 



object to a reasonable high tax rate, 
provided that rate falls equitably upon 
all alike, and that the proceeds from 
the taxes are wisely and judiciously 
expanded. — Editorial in Waco Morning 
News, September 30. 1914. 

Wharton. 

All preliminary arrangements for 
securing the Carnegie gift of $8000 
have been completed for the public 
library. The secretary of the library 
board, Mrs. R. A. Armstrong, states 
that she expects to have the money in 
hand at an early date. A copy of the 
deed of the building site, donated by 
W. B. Barber, as recorded during the 
week, with a copy of the resolution 
of the city council for maintenance 
were forwarded early this week. The 
plans as drawn by three firms, one by 
Lefferman of Victoria, another by a 
New York architect, and the other by 
Charles Jopling of this city are now 
in hand. Mrs. C. M. Hughes, president 
of the board, has called a meeting of 
the board for Tuesday for the purpose 
of considering them before forward- 
ing to the Carnegie corporation com- 
pany. All plans have been drawn with 
a view of usefulness. No space is sac- 
rificed for ornamental purposes. The 
lower floor will be used for library pur- 
poses only; the upper as a lecture 
room. The New Century club hopes 
to have the building completed by the 
middle of November, when it will be 
fittingly dedicated with appropriate 
ceremonies. Arrangements have al- 
ready been made for the laying of the 
cornerstone by the Masonic lodge of 
this city. This lodge provided without 
charge to the New Century club, under 
whose auspices the work was prompted, 
a home; later the city council took it 
over, providing a home while the club 
provided librarian and all other ex- 
penses. — Wharton Special in Houston 
Post, August 8, 1914. 

Winnsboro. 

Salary of the Librarian was changed 
from $10.00 per month to $2.50 per 
week, making an increase of $10.00 per 
year. — Winnsboro News, July 10, 1914. 
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NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS SCHOOL UBBARIES 



Arlington. 

The Arlington Civic League has 
been very active during the past month 
In an effort to build up a library for 
the schools of Arlington. On August 
28 a book reception was held at which 
about one hundred dollars worth of 
books was given to the schools. This 
has been supplemented by fifty dollars 
worth of books bought by the Board 
of Education. During the past week 
the Civic League and the Board of 
Education ordered made two large 
elegant book cases, one for the North- 
side building and one for the High 
school building. — Arlington Journal, 
September 18, 1914. 

Austin. 

State School fob the Blind. The 
library is rather a large one. consid- 
ering the character of the books re- 
quired by the blind, there being approx- 
imately 7500 volumes in line and New 
York point, to which the pupils have 
unrestricted access. In addition, there 
are 1500 volumes in ordinary print for 
the use of the teachers, and for read- 
ing by them in their classes. — Austin 
Statesman, September 14, 1914. 

University of Texas Librabt. John 
L. Goodwin, Librarian. The Univer- 
sity of Texas library now has 100,774 
volumes. The administration finds it- 
self short of space for books and 
readers. The lack of rooms for semi- 
nary purposes is especially deplora- 
ble. 

Several changes in the staff have 
been made this year. Miss Mary E. 
Goff, former Head-Cataloguer, has been 
made Reference Librarian; and Miss 
Carry Patton who has an A. M. from 
Illinois and is a graduate of the Illi- 
nois Library School, becomes Head 
Cataloguer. Miss Benonine Muse, who 
graduated at the University with the 
class of 1914, was apoplnted to fill the 
new assistantship in the Catalogue De- 
partment. Miss Lenoir Dimmett and 
Miss Florence Floyd of the Loan De- 
partment are spending the year at the 
Illinois Library School, and. Miss Lena 
Magee and Miss Maud Thomas, both 
graduates of Texas University, are as- 
sisting with the Loan work. Miss 
Edith Bellamy, who was for some time 
connected with the Public Library of 
New York City, is now an assistant in 
the Department of Serials and Bind- 
ing. 



Blessing. 

Under date of August 30, Miss Wood- 
ruff, president of the Blessing Library 
Association, reported as follows: "At 
the beginning of the summer you re- 
quested me to report on the experiment 
which we had decided to try — keeping 
the school library open to the general 
public on Saturday afternoons. I con- 
sider that it has been a very successful 
one. Biach Saturday from twenty to 
fifty books have been issued, the larger 
per cent of them, I believe, to the coun- 
try people. A few men and a number 
of women besides the large number of 
children have become interested and 
have taken out books nearly every 
week." 

Brown wood. 

Yantis Fbee Librabt. This is to ad- 
vise the young people living in Brown 
county, outside of Brownwood, that I 
have just received a large lot of new 
books for my Free Circulating Library, 
many of them by such standard au- 
thors as Dickens, Geo. Elliott, Wash- 
ington Irving, Thackeray, Scott, Bul- 
wer Lytton, Dumas, Cooper, Gold- 
smith, etc. These books are to be 
loaned to the young people of Brown 
county and I hope that they will avail 
themselves of this opportunity to read 
good books. T. C. Yantis in Banner 
Bulletin, July 16, 1914. 

Royse City. 

This year the school will be better 
equipped than it ever was and the pu- 
pils will be expected to do better work. 
We want to diminish the quantity and 
increase or better the quality. 

During the past year the pupils in 
the High School, with the aid of the 
Superintendent, added 25 volumes to 
the Library. Last week we purchased 
about 50 more volumes, and the pupils 
by using these judicially will find them 
a great help In preparing their lessons. 
The last purchase was made possible 
through the efforts of Mrs. Terrell, the 
elocution teacher, and Miss Martha 
Mendenhall, the music teacher. In 
this list of books will be found trea- 
tises on literature, history, science, 
mythology, and geography. It also 
contains some of the classics required 
in the English Course. The library Is 
no small part of the school: the State 
Department of Education requires a 
first-class High School to keep and 
maintain a good library, and the State 
University is getting more strict each 
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year in her demands on the affiliated 
school along this line. The lihrary and 
laboratory must be well equipped in 
order to pass the requirements made 
by the inspector from the State Uni- 
Tersity. Our school was affiliated last 
year but it is our desire to add three 
or four more units this year; in other 
words, we want to go forward and 
keep building up the school. — Royae 
City :SewS'TimeB. August 28. 1914. 

Scholenburg. 

CoLOBED School Librabt. About 300 
volumes have been added to our li- 
brary. This is only a beginning of 
what the school really needs. The 
books are in charge of a librarian, and 
are let out at regular intervals without 
extra charge for use. A record is kept 
of all books let out; a person drawing 
books from the library is held respon- 
sible for same. The school solicits 
further donations in books and maga- 
zines for the library. — 8chulenburg 
Sticker, September 15, 1914. 

Sherman. 

Austin College Librabt. The cor- 
nerstone of Sherman Hall, a $50,000 
library and auditorium building, given 
by the citizens of Sherman to Austin 
College, was laid last evening at 6:30 
o'clock with impressive ceremonies. 
The building, which is to be com- 
pleted in November, is a gray brick 
structure, trimmed in terra cotta, fire- 
proof throughout. It is 90 feet long, 
60 feet deep with main entrance on 
the west and campus entrance on the 
east. The first floor will be occupied 
by the college library and offices. The 
second floor will be an auditorium seat- 
ing 1200. with gallery. It will contain 



a modern stage and a pipe organ. It is 
the plan of the college to throw open 
this auditorium to the city of Sher- 
man for all public gatherings of a gen- 
eral nature, and especially for the use 
of conventions which are invited to 
meet in Sherman. It will be the com- 
mon meeting ground of college and 
city. — San Antonio Express, July 11, 
1914. 

Waco. 

Batlob Univebsity Libbaby. Mr. W. 
P. Lewis of Albany, New York, has ar- 
rived in Waco to assume his duties as 
Librarian of Baylor University. Pre- 
viously to coming here, Mr. Lewis was 
in charge of the Y. M. C. A. Library 
of the New York capital. As a grad- 
uate of the famous New York Library 
school and with several years' practical 
experience in large libraries, he comes 
to Waco from the north recommended 
as a man with exceptional qualiflca- 
tions as a university librarian. 

The Baylor Library in the Carroll 
Chapel and Library is the government 
depository for Central Texas and one 
of the finest educational libraries in 
the southwest. In it are some person- 
al collections of well known Texas 
educators that attaches a peculiar value 
to the university collection. 

For the past six years the library 
has been in charge of Mrs. Edgar 
Witt, who resigned her position sev- 
eral months ago, with the intention of 
spending a few years traveling. It is 
understood that Mr. Lewis is planning 
to reclassify the government volumes 
and work up some special reference 
collections for the students doing spe- 
cial research work. — Waco News^ Sep- 
tember 2, 1914. 
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NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS ABT LEAOXTBS 



Aastin. 

Study of Art in the Univebsity of 
Texas. Some one has remarked that 
nothing else deepens our Interest in an 
object or increases our enjoyment of It 
so much as a sense of possession. Per- 
haps something of this feeling of 
ownership enters into our attitude to- 
ward the State University. We are all 
more or less aware that the University 
of Texas belongs to us, and that it be- 
longs to us in a very real sense as 
something we are making. So, besides 
being a school, the University is a 
reflection of the progress and aims of 
a developing State. In asking, then, 
what the University offers in the way 
of art training, and what it is doing 
to cultivate an understanding and love 
of the beautiful in color a,^d design, we 
are asking a more general question: 
We are inquiring about our general at- 
titude toward art. 

There is no art department in the 
University, but there are some excel- 
lent courses in this subject, given in 
the School of Architecture, the School 
of Domestic Science and there is a 
course in the history of Greek art in 
the Academic department (not given 
this year). In an enumeration of art 
resources, one must mention also the 
statuary, and the books in the li- 
brary devoted to this subject, not for- 
getting the library building, Itself a 
work of art. 

In the School of Architecture there 
are drawings from casts, in pencil and 
in charcoal. The importance of skill 
in drawing and of appreciation of true 
proportion makes this character of 
training as necessary for the architect 
as it is for any other art student. 
There are in this department also 
some works in pen and ink to enable 
students to make the drawings that 
reproduce well and to learn the styles 
of drawing used in rendering build- 
ings. There is a delightful course in 
water color that includes some out- 
door practice in landscape painting. 
This course is a recognition of the need 
the architect has for a knowledge of 
color harmony, as well as an under- 
standing of the relation that should 
exist between a building and its sur- 
roundings. The study of architectural 
design, and the work of perspective 
drawing, although more specifically 
architectural still have a certain value 
for the student of art. 



In the school of domestic science 
there are three courses that involve 
art principles. One is called house 
planning. This calls for a study of 
the most beautiful buildings, something 
of their history and of their value as 
expression of people's needs, adjusted 
to environment. A course in interior 
design and one in costume designing, 
call for constant study of principles 
of color and design. The new instruc- 
tor who is to have charge of this work 
is Miss Fannie L. Sims, from the Chi- 
cago School of Applied and Normal 
Art. In talking over the work for the 
year. Miss Sims emphasized the es- 
thetic value of limitation. To enable 
girls to produce designs that have 
beauty, making what seems at a glance 
to be unfavorable conditions yield their 
share to the effect, seems to be the 
idea this instructor has of what art 
in domestic science should mean. A 
harmonious composition of casts and 
colors, if you please! 

The history of Greek art. which the 
academic department contributes, be- 
gins with Egyptian temples and stat- 
uary, traxiing their development 
through Assyrian and early stages of 
Greek to the beautiful work of the 
third and fourth centuries B. C. The 
excellent lantern slides furnish 
abundant illustrations, and the knowl- 
edge of Greek literature, which the in- 
structor. Dr. Battle, brings to this 
course add to its value. One finds a 
deeper pleasure in the freedom and 
beauty of later Greek work, after a 
study of the stiff and conventional 
types through which it developed into 
these wonderful forms. The library 
has books on every phase of art. A 
few new ones are added every year. 
"Not nearly so many as we'd like to 
have though," two or three different 
librarians remarked. The poverty of 
the university is in evidence every- 
where. The International Studio, The 
Craftsman and The House Beautiful, 
are among the magazines found in the 
reading room. 

Just now, the University h^ more 
statuary than it can exhibit. The ro- 
tunda on the fourth floor is encircled 
with casts of Greek statues, that show 
admirably the development ojf Greek 
art. One may turn from early crude 
work with its stiff figures and) regular 
grooves standing for drapery jto later 
work seen in figures from tne pedl- 
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ment of the Parthenon, where the 
fl^Tures have movement, ai^d the flowing 
drapery has the greatest possible free- 
dom and grace. 

Elizabet Ney, the sculptor, left some 
of her work to the University, and Mr. 
Coppini of San Antonio has lately pre- 
sented twenty or thirty of his casts to 
the University, which unfortunately 
cannot be exhibited now for want of 
space. The library building, in spite 
of a few details which one must regret, 
is an influence that must count in de- 
veloping a taste for beauty. 

Although lack of funds is in the fore- 
ground of every view of art in the 
University of Texas, still it is clear 
that the subject is by no means forgot- 
ten. It is quietly filling any niche it 
may in any department. What is be- 
ing done now proves that we are 
thoroughly interested in art, and that 
we are beginning our work, perhaps, 
in the best way by making our first 
demands for beauty in connection with 
the exterior and interior of our houses 
and in the designing of clothes. Such 
a beginning may tend to prevent an 
art department, when it is developed, 
from having the remote new. which 
might take something from its value. 
Certainly, such a practical foundation 
helps make clear the need for a de- 
partment which will supplement with 
the materials that cultivate taste, all 
the special work of various depart- 
ments. — Stella Shurtleff in Dallas 
News of September 27, 1914. 

Fort Worth. 

Cabnegie Public Libbabt. "During 
the year two special exhibitions were 
held in the Art Gallery. May 6th to 
June 4th, 1913, the Fourth Annual Ex- 
hibition of Selected Paintings by Texas 
Artists and the China Painters of 
Fort Worth. An admission of ten 
cents was charged on week days. Sun- 
days and the last week of the exhibi- 
tion were free. The attendance was 
1137. January 8th to February 5th, 
1914, the Fifth Annual Exhibition of 
Selected Oil Paintings by American 
Artists, consisting of 42 oil paintings 
assembled by the American Federation 
of Arts, Washington, D. C. An ad- 
mission fee of twenty-five cents was 
charged on week days. Children were 
admitted free. Sundays and the last 
three days of the exhibition were free. 
The attendance was 4721. Three pic- 
tures were sold. As a result of the 
exhibition, the picture "Sunlight in 
the Woods" by Gardner Symons was 
purchased by popular subscription 



and presented to the museum. The 
interest in art shows a gratifying in- 
crease especially evidenced by the 
number of persons who throng the 
galleries on Sundays and free days. 
The following is a record of the at- 
tendance at the Fifth Annual Exhibi- 
tion of American Paintings on Sun- 
days during the bourse of 2 to 6 
o'clock; January 18, 681; January 25, 
395; February 2, 305; February 8, 178; 
total 1559. With these figures before 
us we cannot but see what a tremen- 
dous forward movement could be given 
to the art education of our people if 
some means could be found to finance 
our special exhibitions so that they 
could be made entirely free. The 
Museum is open each day to the pub- 
lic from 9 a. m. to 6 p. m.; Sundays 
and Holidays from 2 to 6 p. m., free 
for all but special exhibitions, when a 
small fee is charged adults on week 
days. All exhibitions are free to 
children." (Extract from librarian's 
report for 1913-14.) 

Houston. 

Rice Institute. Extracts from the 
opening address of Dr. Edgar Odell 
Lovett, September 28, 1914: "In the 
spirit of the founder's dedication of 
the Institute, it was proposed that the 
new institution should enter upon a 
university program, beginning at the 
science end. As regards the letters end 
of the threefold dedication, it was 
proposed to characterize the institu- 
tion as one both of liberal and of tech- 
nical learning, and to realize the 
larger characterization as rapidly as 
circumstances might permit. With re- 
spect to the art end, it was proposed 
to take architecture seriously in the 
preparation of all of its plans, and to 
see to it that the physical setting of 
the Institute be one of great beauty as 
well as of more immediate utility. 
This in a nutshell is the program on 
which we have thought with great de- 
liberation and wrought with even 
greater care. 

"On the caps of the cloister's gran- 
ite columns appear the heads of six- 
teen founders, leaders and pioneers : 
in religion, St. Paul; jurisprudence, 
Thomas Jefferson; history, Thucy- 
dides; medicine, Pasteur; philosophy, 
Immanuel Kant; engineering, De Les- 
seps; art, Michael Angelo; commerce, 
Christopher Columbus; mathematics, 
Sophus Lie; electric oscillations, Hein- 
rich Hertz; physics, Kelvin; aerodyna- 
mics, Samuel Langley; chemistry, 
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Mendeleeff; radioactivity, Pierre Curie; 
biology, Charles Darwin; eugenics, 
Richard Galton. The obvious guiding 
call in this consistory of canonization 
was to pass from the ancient enter- 
prises of humane learning to the mod- 
ern endeavors of scientific exploration. 
An accident of considerable interest is 
the circumstance that in the first 
group are a Greek, a Hebrew, a Latin 
and a Teuton, .while in the last are 
representatlvee of America, England, 
France and Germany. 

"On the exterior wall of the faculty 
chamber the threefold dedication is 
emblazoned in marble tablets to let- 
ters, science and art. The tablet to 
letters bears the head of Homer, below 
which is inscribed Mackail's transla- 
tion of Pindar's tribute to style: 

" 'The thing that one says well goes 
forth with a voice unto everlast- 
ing.' 

"The tablet to science bears the 
profile of Isaac Newton, together with 
Job's anticipation of the method of 
scientific inquiry in his 'Speak to the 
earth and it shall teach thee!' 

The tablet to art bears the head of 
Leonardo da Vinci, under which is in- 
scribed: 'The chief function of art is 
to make gentle the life of the world.' 

"Adapted, after some modification, 
from certain of Abbey's mural decora- 
tions in the State capitol of Pennsyl- 
vania, modeled by C. Percival Dietsch, 
and executed by Oswald Lassig, are 
the two life-size draped figures ad- 
joining the court side of the arch of 
the sallyport on the left and right re- 
spectively, one symbolic of Science, 
screening her gaze under the cautious 
and somewhat uncertain lead of Rea- 
son, proceeds under Aristotle's dictum 
*If we properly observe celestial phe- 
nomena we may demonstrate the laws 
which regulate them.' The other sym- 
bolic of Art, in an inspirational atti- 
tude, with neither fear in her face nor 
faltering in her step, emerges from 
the chiseled intuition of Plotlnus that 
'Love, beauty, joy and worship are for- 
ever building, unbuilding and rebuild- 
ing in each man's soul.' 

"Again under the shield of the State 
of Texas and the shield of the Rice 
Institute and the flowering magnolia 
of the City of Houston, the chief stone 
of this building bears what is per- 
haps the best expression of the spirit 
of science in any tongue — a Greek in- 
scription in Byzantine lettering from 
the Praeparatlo Evangelica of Euse- 
bius Pamphlli, the first historian of 



the church, which in the translation 
of the late Samuel H. Butcher reads: 

" 'Rather', said Democrltus, 'would I 
discover the cause of one fact than be- 
come king of the Persians.' a declara- 
tion made at a time when to be king 
of the Persians was to rule the world. 
In thus preserving in the twentieth 
century of our era this utterance of 
exultant enthusiasm for knowledge for 
its own sake, from a representative 
philosopher of that people who origi- 
nated the highest standards in let- 
ters and in art. the trustees of the in- 
stitute have sought to express that dis- 
interested devotion both to science and 
to humanism which the founder de- 
sired when he dedicated the new insti- 
tution to the advancement of litera- 
ture, science and art." 

During the past session portraits of 
the founder and of the ten gentlemen 
who have held membership on the 
board of trustees since the incorpora- 
tion of that body in 1891 were painted 
jn Houston by Emile Pollak-Otten- 
4orff, a distinguished portrait painter 
of Boston. These portraits have been 
recently hung in place in the adminis- 
tration building on the panelled wood- 
work of the assembly hall, which is to 
be the future faculty chamber of the 
institute. In calling attention to them 
President Lovett said: 

"The portrait of the founder placed 
alone over the rostrum of this chamber 
is a reproduction of an earlier painting 
made when Mr. Rice was in the prime 
of life. There are men and men; 
there are men of millions and men of 
millions. William Marsh Rice was a 
man in a million, an inspired million- 
aire who caught the prospect of mon- 
umental service to Houston, to Texas, 
the South, and the nation. With no 
resources other than soundness of 
body and strength of will, from a New 
England home of English and Welsh 
forebears, he came to Texas in his 
youth to make a fortune. By temper- 
ate habits of industry and thrift he 
made a fortune in Texas. He left his 
fortune in Texas. He gave his for- 
tune — the whole of it — ^to Texas, for 
the benefit of the youth of the land 
in all the years to Come; thus writing 
In the history of Texas the first con- 
spicuous example in this common- 
wealth of the complete dedication of 
a large private fortune to the public 
good. However, resolutely living a 
simple life, he denied himself even the 
'durable satisfaction' of seeing his phi- 
lanthropy's realization in order that 
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he might give more abundantly of 
life to his fellows and their succes- 
sors. Shrewd in foresight, strong in 
purpose, of stout courage and inde- 
pendent spirit, generation after gen- 
eration will arise to call him blessed. 

"In the center panel of the west 
wall is placed the portrait of Captain 
James A. Baker, who has been the 
chairman of the board since the date 
of its organization, who defended the 
institute in the long years of litigation 
in which the founder's estate was in- 
volved and who, in spite of the other 
li^ge affairs in which he is engaged, 
continues to maintain the liveliest in- 
terest in its work. On the right and 
left of the Baker portrait respectively 
are those of J. E. McAshan and the 
late E. Raphael. Both of these gen- 
tlemen were charter members of the 
board, the former being the present 
vice-chairman, an office which he has 
held continuously from the founda- 
tion of the Institute, and the latter the 
original secretary of the board, se- 
lected for the position by the founder 
himself. 

On the right of the central panel 
are the portraits of B. B. Rice, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the board, of C. 
Lombardi, a charter member and one 



of the founder's earliest advisers, and 
J. T. Scott, who succeeded to Mr. Ra- 
phael's seat on the latter's death a ' 
year ago; while on the left of tht? 
central panel are in order the por- 
traits of W. M. Rice, Jr., who with 
Captain Baker was an executor of the 
founder's estate, the late Captain F. A. 
Rice, the founder's brother, and the 
late A. B. Richardson, the latter two 
gentlemen having been charter mem- 
bers of the original board. It was on 
the nomination of Ralph Adams Cram, 
supervising architect of the Rice In- 
stitute, that Mr. Pollak-Ottendorff was 
selected to perform this service for the 
institution. Those who are familiar 
with Mr. Pollak-Ottendorff's work, 
which includes portraits of the Em- 
peror of Austria, the King of Den- 
mark, and a number of distinguished 
foreign and American men of affairs, 
regard this his most recent work as 
perhaps his most successful. Friends 
of the Institute are cordially invited 
to come and view these permanent im- 
pressions of the founder and of the 
gentlemen who have been laboring con- 
stantly and conscientiously to execute 
his plans for a great university in 
Houston." — Houston Post* October 5. 
1914. 
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STATE LIBRAEY SERVICE STATE WIDE. 

In the public library system of Texas the State Library is unique 
in that it is the only library in the system specializing in state-wide 
service. 

The State Library serves every individual in the State, both directly 
and indirectly. The aid of the direct service is twofold. In the first 
place the State Library wants to be to the people of the small town 
and the rural community what the city library is to the city people. 
In the second place, it aids the special studient interested in the 
manuscript sources of Texas history or in economic, social and legis- 
lative questions. 

The only conditions required of any man, woman or child who 
borrows any book, pamphlet or clipping are that he return the ma- 
terial in good condition in a reasonable length of time and pay trans- 
portation charges both ways. In case the desired information can 
be given by letter, there is no expense whatever. 

The indirect service of the State Library to every individual in 
the State lies in its assistance in organizing new libraries and in 
improving the smaller ones. This service at present is limited for 
financial reasons to the publishing of a library bulletin, Texas Libra- 
ries, to the distribution of library literature written by experts espe- 
cially for the small library, and to counsel upon definite problems 
submitted in regard to library administration. 



THE READING PROBLEM. 

By J. Howard Stoutemeter, Professor op BbucATiON, 
Baylor IJNiVERSirr. 

Last autumn I chanced to strike into the side of the reading problem. 
Being desirious to make my classwork as concrete as possible, I asked 
the members of my classes what factors caught and held their attention 
when reading papers and magazines. The results were of such a sur- 
prising nature that I determined to study further the reading habits 
of these pupils. Accordingly I started collecting data regarding the 
time and conditons under which they began their spontaneous read- 
ing, and to what extent their teachers had fostered the reading habit. 

''When and under what conditions did you begin to read books and 
papers Wtside of the required class workT' From several hundred 
replies, I find that approximately 80 per cent began reading stories 
and books voluntarily prior to the tenth year ; a few began as early as 
their sixth year where they were stimulated and guided by well-edu- 
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cated parents ; a small number, where reading facilities were meagre, 
did not begin spontaneous reading until after their sixteenth year. 
The period iot reading papers and magazines was a little later, nearly 
70 per cent beginning before their twelfth year. Less than a fourth 
enjoyed good reading advantages, and these were from cities or from 
cultured homes in which there were good libraries. Those from the 
rural and village communities often mentioned the inadequate facili- 
ties and deplored the irreparable losses thus sustained. 

I then asked, **Did your teachers attempt to guide or develop a 
reading habit f Some three-fourths stated that their teachers had 
not given any direction, or taken any interest beyond the lesson-set- 
ting and lesson-hearing in their daily school grind. Usually where the 
teacher did assist reference was made to some particular teacher whose 
sincere devotion to duty led to the guidance of the spontaneous read- 
ing of her pupils. The school as an institution, seemingly, laid no 
stress on the matter. 

I quote some characteristic replies : * ' I lived in the country until 
I was sixteen. None ever tried to direct my reading. '^ 

**My school work was done in a small village. The teachers were not 
competent, and did not attempt to devlop my reading habits." 

**1 had several teachers in the rural schools who told me of good 
books to read, but being in the country I was unable to procure them.'' 

The following are samples of a belated type, all too common were 
we but to look for them : ''I have not to any great extent, even to this 
day, developed a reading habit. The reading facilities of my home and 
school were nothing to speak of. I never 'was in a library of as many 
as five hundred books until I was twenty. I was reared in the country, 
where we had three or four months of school kept each year. I never 
attended a school of as much as five months until I was eighteen. I 
can recall but one teacher who ever attempted to direct our reading." 

* * As I remember, none of my teachers in the public schools ever 
encouraged me or attempted to guide my reading. As there was no 
library, either in school or the community to which I had access, my 
only way to get reading of any kind was to buy or borrow, but being 
poor I could buy but very little, and in this region I was unable to 
borrow much. No one that I knew of ever took any interest in me, 
for I was only a boy growing up. But all this time I was reading, 
studying and dreaming with every possible chance I had. One regret 
I have is, that no one tried to direct my reading, and consequently I 
read a good many books that would have best remained unread, and 
have missed the acquaintance of many books which would have been 
of inestimable value to me." 

**I began to read outside books when about nine years of age. My 
teacher being a country school teacher in a non-progressive district, 
with no library in the room, gave no attention to my reading. A few 
years later a teacher came who took a special interest in me and lent 
me books from his private library. At the age of twelve I would sit 
up until one o'clock in the morning to finish a book. On account of 
my limited means and living in the country where I could not get 
books, I often hungered for a ^ood book as one would hunger for 
bread." 
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The following replies show the exceptional teacher and the manner 
in which the assistance was given: *'With the exception of my first 
teacher, none ever treid to cultivate the reading habit until I reached 
the high school. My first teacher would ask us to read stories in any 
story book we had access to. We had a small library, so we could 
seldom read the books our high school teacher referred us to.'' 

**I never did have a teacher that I can remember that tried to de- 
velop the reading habit, except the last one before I went to college. 
She would buy books and magazines to induce the pupils to read/' 

**My teacher tried to develop the habit of regular reading by having 
us tell something interesting which we had read." 

**My teacher tried to develop the reading habit by reading interest- 
ing stories to the class, then leaving them incomplete so we would 
finish them. She started a small library in our school." 

In a very few cases there was guidance given in the grades ; usually 
wherever comment is made it is after this fashion : **I do not remem- 
ber that my earlier teachers ever said much about reading." 

**My grade teachers never had anything to say about my reading." 

**My teachers took no interest in my reading until I reached high 
school. ' ' 

** Until about the seventh grade, the teachers did not advise or sug- 
gest anything to be read. After that I had several high school teach- 
ers who gave us collateral reading and interested us in good reading." 

**My teacjjers prior to the high school did not give much attention 
to reading. In fact, it seemed they little thought of what we ever 
read other than the texts in class. However, it was when a junior that 
my English teacher began to direct my reading along better lines. 
This teacher gave us lists of interesting books that would be of value 
to us, so it was at this time that I first began to enjoy my outside read* 
ing." 

**Till my senior year in high school there was no effort on the part 
of my teachers save one to develop my reading habits. This last year 
the same man who had taken an interest in me for two years preced- 
ing, and one other teacher influenced me considerably." 

"Why I began so early and read so omnivorously, was probably due 
to the great interest that one of my teachers took in me. With the 
exception of this teacher, I can't recall that my teachers generally 
made any special effort to arouse interest in reading or direct my se- 
lection. Most teachers in the high school require collateral reading, 
but very few create the desire in the pupil to branch out for himself 
into the great world of books. I have had one teacher since who stands 
out preeminent as one who sent me from his course with a burning 
desire to plunge further into the subject for myself." 

In interpreting this situation there is no condemnation of the pupil ; 
there is no condemation of the individual teacher who is over-worked, 
under-trained and under-paid, whose tenure of office is limited, and 
whose mobility from post to post is too frequent to devlop well-laid 
plans to meet this problem. It is rather a condemnation of our educa- 
tional system as a whole, <or it has but dimly recognized its social 
aspects and its relation to the life interests of the pupils and patrons. 
It might be held that since these contributors had been out of the com- 
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man schools for a number of years the conditions bad been greatly im- 
proved, and that the above description is uncommon. After somo in- 
quiry I found that the above data indicated a rather common symp- 
tom, and that it was the exceptional school that was adequately meetiiig 
the reading problem. When we realize that in Texas 46 per cent of 
the school population are regularly absent from school, that 40 per 
cent never go beyond the fifth grade, less than 10 per cent go through 
the high school and scarcely one per cent enter college, we can appre- 
ciate the fact that eoll^e students are a highly selected group of in- 
dividuals, and that they have used their opportunities to the best ad- 
vantage in preparation for their college duties. The multitudes who 
fell by the wayside were even less well favored and made less use of 
their limited opportunities. Thus with a random selection from many 
classes of society and many sections of the State, it is thought that 
the conditions described above are not over-exaggerated, but rathei* 
that the average condition attending the reading facilities in the rural 
and village communities of Texas are even more deplorable. 

The three facts most significant for education are these : First, read- 
ing facilities in the rural and village communities are far too limited ; 
second, it is only the exceptional teacher who has paid sufficient atten- 
tion to this problem to have made a permanent impression on the minds 
of his pupils ; and third, this assistance, even in these exceptional cases, 
was given usually four or more years after the spontaneous reading 
was begun. Children, if well taught, become interested in reading as 
soon as they have sufficiently mastered the machanics of reading to 
catch the drift of the matter. The schools have uttedly failed to rec- 
ognize the fact that the reading interest- begins much earlier than the 
high school period, and have signally failed to utilise and direct this 
interest. Since the larger part of the pupils drop out of school before 
the completion of the fifth grade, it behooves the schools to guide them 
in such a way that in later life they may be able to glean from the 
papers and magazines and literature some conception of the spirit of 
our Government and the trend of affairs. — Texas School Magazine. 
September, 1914. 



TEXAS SCHOOLS AND THE READING PROBLEM. 

By J. Howard Stoutemeyer, Professor op Education, 
Baylor Universtty. 

Prom the data presented in the last issue, it is evident that the read- 
ing facilities in the rural village communities of Texas are inadequate 
to foster an enlightened public opinion. In order to find out just how 
needy the field is and what had been attempted by various counties, I 
sent a questionnaire, which sought information on three points : 

1. A brief description of the present reading facilities in the 
country, village and city communities ; 

2. The means used to meet this reading problem ; and 

3. Recommendations for the best solution of the reading problem 
in the county and state. 

Although the number of replies was too limited to draw any conclu- 
sions as to the extent of the needs or the solutions attempted, it is for- 
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tunate, however, that the more part that answered came from the rural 
counties where the need is most pressing, and the facilities least ade- 
quate. I append a number of the answers to the first question. 

Panola county, with 80 per cent of the school population in rural 
and village communities, reports: ** Fewest periodicals used in the 
homes or schools except such as teachers are introducing. County is in 
great need of more reading matter. ' ' 

Haskell county: **The country people read the weekly newspapers; 
the village people read scarcely any more ; the city people read perhaps* 
more but no better.'' 

Lamar county : * * Would say that perhaps 60 per cent of the country 
children have nothing to read, save a weekly newspaper. Most villag*^ 
and city children have access to a library — sometimes, however, it is a 
library of few books and poor selection/' 

Smith county: *'The country children have none; the viUage child- 
ren have only newspapers and a few magazines ; the city children have 
a good Carnegie library." 

Atascosa county : ' * The need for reading material in this county 
is very great. The country and village schools have access to but very 
little outside of a local newspaper. Our town schools have some better 
advantages though very few of these schools have libraries." 

Lamb county : ** There are 125 pupils in this county ; all live in the 
country or practically so, as the villages are new and only a few people 
are in them. The needs are everything. No libraries, and a scarcity of 
good home reading matter. ' ' 

Dimmitt county has no city schools. ** There is at present practically 
no reading material provided for the children in the homes or in our 
schools." 

Polk county has only rural and village conditions. **In this (Polk) 
county, in the rural districts, I find that the text book is all the reading 
material that they have. I have been in the homes, seldom finding a 
newspaper of any kind, never a magazine of any kind." 

Archer county : * * The homes and schools of the county are very 
poorly provided with reading material ; a few semi-weekly newspapers 
and some periodicals that are good, bad and indifferent. The largest 
village in the county has a free library and provides a very good sup- 
ply of the best reading. We have no city. " 

Scurry county: **My conclusion is that a majority of the country 
homes in this county have but very little for children to read, or for 
the adults either, perhaps one small weekly newspaper and scracely 
any books except the Bible. In the villages conditions are somewhat 
better. The village schools have made some progress by way of school 
libraries. In Snyder, our county seat, in addition to a pretty good 
school library, the ladies Altrurian club has established, with good suc- 
cess, a library which is managed and cared for by the club. This li- 
brary has furnished the children and young people much pleasure and 
profit." 

Wheeler county: **I find it meager and uninteresting to the ordi- 
nary boy or girl. It is an exceptional home in the country that has or is 
making any effort towards starting a library. The Bible, may be a 
single book of general information left by some agent, and a few 
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trashy novels are the usual quota. For current reading, the local news- 
papers,'a semi-weekly and may be a farm journal — magazines are rare. 
Villages are usually somewhat better supplied with current newspapers 
and magazines, but little attention is paid to gathering a library. We 
have no cities. " 

Two frontier counties reported the large number of Spanish speak- 
ing people who could not read or be interested in reading English. 

Several counties answered: **No facilities except the state adopted 
texts." 

How widely the foregoing conditions prevail in Texas, or whether 
these are extreme cases, is uncertain. At any rate, the facts show a 
need sufficiently great to be seriously coiisidered. Our leading journ- 
alists point out that the cities have attracted the public attention, and 
have received millions in gifts for public benefits, while the importance 
of the country or its interests have been overlooked. The present call is 
to enlarge and strengthen the life of our country people, and **the first 
means to this end is the cultivation in the school and the home of the 
habit of reading good books.'* City children have access to libraries 
and skilled supervision, not so the country child. Adequate reading 
facilities for rural and village communities forms the greatest library 
problem now to be solved, in an age when the library has become a 
necessary part of a liberal education. It should be possible for any 
person at any time to have ready access to any book on any subject. 

A number of the counties have made some attempt to meet the prob- 
lem. In several counties the chief advance has been by women's clubs, 
a farm paper, some individual teacher or a live superintendent. Li- 
brary funds have been raised by women's clubs, mother's clubs, enter- 
tainments and suppers, subscriptions to periodicals, private donations 
and the use of special school taxes. 

Coleman county, in which three- fourths of the children are in rural 
and village communities, reports : * * There is an urgent need especially 
in the homes. We have a good many school libraries, but only 40 per 
cent of the communities have them. The villages are only a little better 
supplied than the rural schools. City school children and parents have 
access to good libraries and reading matter, not however as well se- 
lected as should be." 

Gregg county, which is predominately rural, has a library in every 
school. 

Jasper county has libraries in three- fourths, of the schools. 

Lavaca county has libraries in two-thirds of the schools, with a total 
of 2900 volumes. 

Lasalle county has good libraries in practically all the schools. 

Nueces county reports: **In the past three years we have put libra- 
ries in four-fifths of our schools and increased the number of volumes 
in those schools already having libraries." 

Upshur county has 16 school libraries in common schools, the num- 
ber of volumes ranging from 40 to 100. (These libraries have been pur- 
chased by means of private subscripions, use of special school tax, pro- 
ceeds of box suppers, etc.) It is our desire to place a library in every 
school within the next twelve months. All independent districts have 
or will have libraries soon." 
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As this is an educational problem, it behooves us then to see how well 
the schools are equipped for its solution. Reports from the Rural 
School Conference held at Austin, July, 1914, state that 85 per cent of 
Texas teachers change locations or new teachers come into new locations 
each year, and out of 120 county superintendents studied 96 served on 
the average only 2 to 4 years. Approximately 50 per cent of the coun- 
ties have ex officio superintendents, and these comprise a little more 
than an eighth of the school population. The Texas school year (1910 
census) was 131 days with an average of 56 days per child. It was 
stated at the State Teachers' Association that 46 per cent of the child- 
ren were regularly absent from school. At least 40 per cent of the 
children never pass beyond the sixth grade. Approximately 70 per 
cent of the school population is rural and two-thir(£ of the teachers are 
in these schools. 

In the rural schools less than a third of the teachers have had the 
advantages of a high school, a normal school or a college education, 
while more, than three-fourths of the city teachers have had this ad- 
vantage. Less than an eighth of the rural teachers have had the 
professional training as given in the normal schools or colleges, where- 
as nearly 45 per cent of the city teachers have had such training. Thus 
our schools in rural and village communities, with teachers oftentimes 
inexperienced, immature and unacquainted with the needs and oppor- 
tunities of country life, with infrequent and sometimes without expert 
supervision, with frequent shifting and short professional service, 
have. not as yet, developed a very efficient means of solving the read- 
ing problem. Very few have had any training in library work. **The 
teacher untrained in the use of books and other reading matter is the 
weakest link in the library chain." 

As to the selection of books imder the present conditions, this de- 
pends largely on the teacher, his education and his training in the use 
of the library. Twenty years ago a leading publishing house in New 
York City stated: ** Three-fourths of the youth of our country are 
habitual readers of the dime novel class of books ; but not one in fifty 
has any taste for a standard book. The trashy, sensational book sells 
by the tens of thousands, while the book of science, history, or poetry 
by the most popular authors sells by the hundred, or by thousands." 
Whether present conditions have changed greatly or not, does not les- 
sen the responsibility for the wise choice of books. Charles Dudley 
Warner said : ** A person who has learned how to read, but not what to 
read is placed in a position of great danger." President Emeritus 
Eliot states: **The schooling which does not result in implanting a 
permanent taste for good reading has failed in the main end of a dem- 
ocratic education." The additional qualification then for rural teach- 
ers should be training in library methods and a knowledge of child- 
ren 's reading. * * All candidates for county teacher 's certificates in Wis- 
consin after January 1, 1915, must pass such an examination." 

The foregoing data indicates that the efforts of the individual teach- 
er who today is here, next year yonder, and of the superintendent 
are inadequate. As educational opinion has passed from the district 
to a large school administrative unit, so in this problem we must seek 
a larger unit and an efficient state-wide organization. In my opinion, 
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there should be some reliable state board or committee of the Depart- 
ment of Education selected to assist in establishing school libraries and 
that this board should select libraries for the various classes of schooL 
• upon the basis of the number of teachers in the school. It is along some 
such line as this that our efforts must be expended. — Texas School Mag- 
azine, October, 1914. 



THE LIBRARY QUESTION. 

(A paper read before Tarrant County Institute, by Mr. Charles 
Scheuber, Librarian of the Fort Worth Public Library.) 

I am under obligations to the District President of the Parents- 
Teachers' Clubs for the privilege of appearing before you today, not 
because I think that I have anything to add to your knowledge of school 
libraries, but because I very strongly feel that the school and the library- 
do not get together often enough. Whose fault it is I do not know, but 
it is unquestionably true that not any where in the United States have 
the two great forces of popular education, the school and the public 
library, been brought into intimate enough contact. If this is true of 
the entire country it is doubly true of Texas, where the library holds 
very decidedly the position of the step-child in the educational world. 
This is due largely, I presume, to the fact that the public library is a 
very recent comer in the educational world of Texas. The Dallas and 
Fort Worth libraries, which I believe have the honor of being the first 
libraries supported by their municipalities, both date from October, 
1901, the Fort Worth library being the senior by thirteen days. So 
that the oldest public libraries in Texas are not quite thirteen years 
old. Our friends tell us we have done very well, and the libraries of 
Texas have done as well in their several communities as could have 
been expected, handicapped as they have been by lack of money and 
books, and in many places with an indifferent public that did not un- 
derstand the function of the public library; but it has failed in extend- 
ing the work of the library throughout the state and in impressing 
itself even on the teaching body of the state as an essential part of the 
educational system. 

Civilized countries have long since taken upon themselves the obli- 
gation of teaching their children to read. We all blush when we have 
to admit that Texas still lags in the background with the six states of 
these United States which leave it optional with the child and his guar- 
dian whether he shall be taught to read or not. The state does provide 
the means to teach him to read, but it does not teach him what to read, 
nor does it provide him with the means to read. Until the state does 
that it has failed in its duty to the child, and to its own best 
interest. For no nation can be greater than the intelligence of its cit- 
izens. It is one of the strangest things in our educational system that 
the printed page, man's greatest means to culture, has been so much 
neglected, and, while all the machinery of the educational system has 
been brought to bear in the effort to teach the child to read, the infi- 
nitely greater work of teaching the child what to read has been left to 
the initiative of the individual teacher. That many of them have ac- 
quitted themselves weU of this task we all know, but that others have 
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entirely neglected it we also know from the mass of unutterable trash 
that is pouring in from the press of the United States that finds eager 
buyers on every hand, and from the character of many of the di'amas 
and picture shows that perform to packed houses. All this goes to 
prove that our educational machinery is sadly out of joint somewhere. 
I do not believe Che poor taste in literature, in art, in standards of liv- 
ing, that is inundating the culture of the world, for it is a world move- 
ment, is due so much to what it is usually ascribed to — the modern 
effort to level up the mass of the people — ^as to poor teaching and a 
lack of great leaders. If this is true of the world, it is equally true of 
the nation and the community. Never before has the world been so 
much in need of leaders, not only leaders of the first magnitude in the 
nation, but leaders in the state, leaders in the conmiunities and in its 
smaller units, chief among which are its educational forces. Leader- 
ship is an inherent constituent of the teaching profession, but how 
many teachers are leaders ? Many will answer this question by saying 
that leaders are bom, not made. I very much question that. I believe 
that anyone can develop leadership by earnestness of purpose and be- 
lief in the responsibility of his calling. If you could but sweep over 
the teaching profession of this statfe the fire of a fine enthusiasm, the 
real belief that the future of this commonwealth depended upon how 
well they acquitted themselves of their work each day in their individ- 
ual classrooms, and you could make them seriously believe that it was 
more essential for them to teach their pupils to form the reading habit 
and to acquaint them with the master minds in literature, in science, in 
the arts, to awaken their curiosity in the wonderful alchemy of nature 
that surrounds them on every hand, in other words, quicken their im- 
agination, teach them to think and accustom them to associate with 
master minds,' rather than to cram their minds with facts which they 
will promptly forget in the first few years after leaving school, we 
would witness a renaissance that would be a death knell to bad taste 
in life, in literature, in arts, and would soon right all the social 
injustice of life which reduced to its last analysis is just a question 
of false standards. Teachers may have a right to question the justice 
of the immense responsibility which this argument places on them by 
showing from statistics that only 5 per cent of the conscious waking 
life of the child from birth to twenty-one years is spent in the school 
room. Short as the division of time is, still it remains the only time 
devoted by the child to cultural work and if the great majority of 
the children do not receive the inspiration on which to frame their 
lives in this fraction of time spent in the school room, they never 
receive it. 

Therefore, I think we should urge, in season and out of season, upon 
teachers that the greatest service they can render their pupils is to in- 
troduce them to good books and help them to form the reading habit, a 
habit that must be formed between the sixth and twelfth years, or it will 
never be formed. People may read for information, they may learn 
to study, but they will never enter into the true fellowship of books 
unless they have formed the reading habit before they are twelve years 
of age. But the love of books and the habit of reading can not be 
formed without the agency of books and I take it that how to supply 
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this need is the problem that confronts the teachers of the rural schools 
of Texas, and not only of Texas but of the United States. Statistics 
show us that in 2,200 counties of the United States there is no library 
that has as many as 5,000 books. I need not say that almost all the 
counties of Texas are included in this undesirable class. This means 
that people of many suburban communities, of most small towns, of 
almost all villages, and 90 per cent or more of the people living in the 
open country have no access to any adequate collection of books. This 
need of books can only be supplied by a system of free rural libraries. 
School libraries cannot furnish sufficient books for the rural districts 
and I do not believe any system looking to that end should be encour- 
aged. Where it has been tried it has proved a failure. The establish- 
ment, in 1835, of a system of school district libraries in New York set 
back the public library work of the state almost half a century. The 
weakness of any system of school libraries that endeavors to furnish 
the reading of its community is the weakness of the unit and lack of 
provision for trained supervision. A well-organized and administered 
system of traveling libraries under the supervision of the State Library 
Commission imtil recently has proved the most effective means of furn- 
ishing the rural commimities with books and establishing public libra- 
ries in the stronger centers. Wisconsin has shown what can be done by 
a properly managed system of traveling libraries. In fact, their sys- 
tem seemed so perfect that the library world had begun to believe that 
the last word has been said as to the best means of furnishing rural 
communities with books. But the California system of county libra- 
ries based on the county library methods of Ohio, Maryland and Ore- 
gon, but of much wider scope, seems to upset many advantages over it 
and promises to bring to the door of every farmhouse of California a 
well-organized library. The system recognizes the State Library as 
the nucleus of the library system of the state and is under the general 
supervision of the state librarian. It provides for the creation of the 
county library system by the county supervisors or commissioners^ 
either upon their own initiative or by compulsion on the petition of one- 
fourth of the qualified voters of a county. Any town or city already 
having a library may. if it so desires, refuse to participate in the 
county system, in which case its property shall not be taxed for 
county library purposes, and its inhabitants shall not be entitled to 
county library priviliges. It provides a special tax for the libraries 
not to exceed one mill on the dollar of taxation values. Such 
libraries shall be under the supervision of the county supervisors, 
who must employ a trained librarian recommended by the State 
librarian and the librarians of the University of California and Le- 
land Stanford Junior University. The work of the county li)>rarian, 
as defined, is to build up and manage according to accepted prin- 
ciples of library management, a library for the people of the county. 
The salary of the county librarian shall be fixed at not less than the 
^lary provided by law for the county superintendent of schools. 
Smaller counties may join with larger ones for the establishment of 
county libraries. Many counties are placing the county libraries 
under the management of the central library in the county, and 
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establishing branch libraries in each center and supplying them by a 
system of traveling libraries from the central library with just the books 
they need. This system provides adequate library privileges, not only 
for the people living in small centers but for the rural population on iso- 
lated farms and ranches. — Texas School Magazine, November, 1914. 



COUNTY LIBRARIES AND THE RURAL PROBLEM. 

LnJLIAN GUNTER, LIBRARIAN, GAINESVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Think of life on a distant tenant farm, bare walls, meager diet, the 
fewest and poorest clothes, no books, magazines or newspapers, poor 
schools, not much church, no social or intellectual stimulus. Your only 
point of contact with your fellow man being your landlord, ginner, mer- 
chant, banker, who only want money from you and use their power to 
get it, giving no social consideration in return. 

There are a million people situated like that in Texas ! What is the 
first need of people in that condition? Knowledge! That they may 
grasp the power to help themselves. How can they get iti Compulsory 
education and free textbooks will help, but they are foi* children and 
youth. Must the present generation pass away before anything is done 1 
We hope not, for only the present generation is ours. 

The vast forces working for the benefit of our rural population have, 
80 far, met with pittif ully small returns. . There seems to be no adequate 
medium of communication between the forces of enlightenment and 
progress and the country people of Texas. Newspapers and magazines 
offer the farmer reams of advice, but he has no money to buy newspaper* 
and magazines; politicians go out to make him speeches, but he has. 
neither clothes nor time to go to hear them. The government printa 
valuable pamphlets on farming, and the State Board of Health edits a 
monthly bulletin telling him how to safeguard his health. Files of these 
invaluable documents lie rotting on their shelves, because government 
oflScials do not know to whom to send them, and the people who need 
them most do not know of their existence. Even the club women are 
seeking means to alleviate the sorry lot of their country sister, but they 
are yet groping for a point of contact. 

In solving our rural life problem the two things necessary are to ele- 
vate our poorest class of farmers into more efficient producers and to 
keep the intelligent, prosperous farmer on the farm, fo do this we 
must establish a proper medium of communication between all our 
people. It must be nonsectional and nonsectarian ; it must touch us on 
our social and intellectual sides ; it must come without taint of patronage 
or charity, and it must appeal to all ages and sexes. Only the State can 
furnish such a medium of communication between all her people ; there- 
fore we appeal to the State. California, Ohio and other progressive 
states find this medium in county public libraries. 

Texas' present county library law limits the literature they may col- 
lect to agricultural and kindred subjects. Country people have tired of 
that consideration which regards them only as agriculturists ; besides the 
National Country Life Commission claims that the farmer and his 
family need general knowledge, recreation and inspiration quite as 
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much as agricultural enlightenment. Why should Texas be satisfied with 
half a loaf when we can get a whole one? For barely if the Legislature 
passed one bill it will not hesitate at another one broader and better. 

If you would see Texas go forward in social, financial and agricultural 
progress, give her the right kind of a county library law. Establish a 
county library, under trained management, with shelves of live, desir- 
able books, magazines, newspapers, pamphlets and government docu- 
ments, open to the whole county ; put branches in all the county villages; 
send out cases of suitable books at the beginning of the school term to 
all county schools and collect them when school closes, giving a fresh 
selection each year. Lend special collections to isolated groups of people, 
in the same manner, but at less expense, than State traveling libraries. 
Permit each person in the county to draw books from the shelves, or ask 
special information of the central library. Under a tactful, resourceful, 
sympathetic, trained librarian, able to minister alike to the ignorant and 
tile learned, such a library soon becomes a social center, an intellectual 
clearing house for the county. It is most likely the one place where the 
poor man is made as welcome as the rich, where the ignorant man feels 
that he can lay bare his ignorance and ask for help without embarrass- 
ment. 

The wealthy man, with his costly library, soon realizes that at best 
it is an extravagant means of arriving at a very partial understanding 
o£ all those things that comprise culture unless supplemented by a public 
library. The poor and lowly find, as never before, the means of self- 
advancement, spiritual and intellectual comfort, while housekeepers, 
craftsmen and farmers gain access to the technical works necessarj" for 
A thorough mastery of their professions. There the investigator and 
welfare worker, the government lecturer and grange organizer find a 
means of contact with the people of even the remote districts, most apt 
to be interested in his particular reform. Each group of students finds 
jnore and better selected material for his subject, whether it be poultry 
raising or the higher criticism. 

Finally, each county thixs has the untold benefit, not to be acquired in 
any other way by most of our Texas counties, of contact with a large, 
well-rounded collection of books suited to local needs as well as the larger 
needs of world-wide education and polish. Not on a basis of charity, 
but on the sure compelling basis of equality of opportunity for all, that 
should more and more mark the attitude of our State toward its citizens. 
— Dallas News, December 28, 1914. 



The public library is the great, persistent, continuous means of edu- 
cation through life. The school gives us the foundation; the public 
librarj' rounds it out and completes the circle of activity. The school 
gives the beginning, and the public library tells you there is no end. 
The public library is the supplement of the school, and the community 
can no more safely avoid it than the children can avoid school. Public 
libraries should be scattered through the community as much as 
schools. You say the child must not be required to walk too far to 
school. The same condition is true of our public libraries. — Public 
Libraries, XIV, 120. 
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OATALOG CARDS PREPARED FOR RARE TEXAS VOLUMES. 

In cataloguing its Texas collection the Texas State Library found 
that it had a number of titles for which the Library of Congress could 
not furnish printed catalog cards. Arrangements have, consequently, 
been made with the Library of Congress whereby it will print catalog 
cards for these titles from copy supplied by the Texas State Library. 

Many of the uncatalogued volumes in our Texas collection are not 
mentioned in any bibliography to which we have access, and are prob- 
ably unknown to historical students other than those who have visited 
the State Library. A few of these uncatalogued volumes are listed 
inaccurately, and still others would be listed more profitably if more 
bibliographical information, especially of the kind brought out in 
notes, had been given. We think that the inclusion of these titles in 
the Library of Congress depository catalog will be the surest and 
•easiest method of informing not only present-day but future historical 
students of their existence and content. 

We feel that the responsibility of rendering these titles- available 
rests with us for two reasons. In the first place, the State Library 
is naturally more interested in collecting and disseminating Texas 
historical data than any other library or organization in the State 
In the second place, our comprehensive collection of Texas titles and 
our special bibliographical tools, together 'with access to the splendid 
bibliographical equipment of the University of Texas Library, make 
us well prepared to undertake this work. 

The copy which has already been supplied represents chiefly Jocal 
history, sketches of early settlers, regimental histories, descriptions of 
frontier life, and colonization conditions. 



NO COURSES IN LIBRARY SCIENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TEXAS SUMMER SCHOOL. 

On November 4th, 1914, we sent out a letter regarding the possibil- 
ity of establishing training in Library Science at the University of 
Texas. In reply to this letter ten have indicated their desire to take 
the training should it be offered in the summer of 1915. 

Under date of January 12th, 1915, however, we are in receipt of a 
letter from the Dean of the Summer Schools of the University inform- 
ing us that the Executive Committee have decided that it will be 
impracticable to make provision for instruction in Library Training 
during the coining summer session, even though a sufficient number of 
students to justify giving the course indicated their intention to be 
present. 

We regret exceedingly that it has become necessary for us to make 
this announcement, but feel that the information should reach you at 
this early date. 

Very sincerely yours, 

J. E. GOODWIN, Librarifii 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



—14— 

LIBRARY TRAINING IN BAYLOR UNIVERSITY. 

The following courses in library economy are to be included in the 
curriculum of the university and will be available as indicated : 

Course 1. A general introductory course in library methods and 
work, including both lectures and practice work in the Baylor Library. 
The course is open to high school graduates and to others who can 
qualify for courses in the University. (To be given in the spring 
term commencing in 1915.) 

Course 2. A general course in cataloging, including actual work in 
cataloging in the University Library. This course is open to those 
who have had Course 1 or who have had some experience in library 
work. (To be given in the fall term commencing in 1915.) 



NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS PUBLIC LIBBABIES. 

[The DaUas Times-Herald published the following editorial on. the occa- 
sion of the opening of the Oak Clift branch of the Dallas Public Library, 
November 23, 1914:] 

As the Fourth of July orator might say, as long as a people have 
free libraries they cannot be enslaved. The knowledge that comes from 
books acquaints them with what are their rights and those examples 
of patriots fighting for their liberties which books relate stiffen both 
their backbones and their upper lips. 

We do not know that any Machiavellian organization on this side of 
the river is thinking of enslaving Oak Cliff and therefore the adjunct 
library that was opened in that part of the city Monday will not be 
called to teach them that Oak Clifiians never, never shall be slaves. 

But despite the fact that the political liberties of the residents of 
Oak Cliff have long since been secured, the opening of the branch 
library in that part of the city is an important thing. As has been 
suggested it marks the beginning one hopes, of a system of branch 
libraries in all parts of the city, thus bringing the books to the people 
when the people might not be able to go to the books were there only 
the main library on Commerce street. 

Since there is doubtless much reference work being done by the stu- 
dents in the Oak Cliff High School the branch library in Oak Cliff 
will be a great help to them. They will not have to take the long trip 
to town in order to do that prescribed ** extra reading'* which intro- 
duces them to masterpieces outside the narrow bounds of text books. 

In a part of Dallas where culture in the less superficial meaning of 
the word is so justly valued as it is in Oak Cliff we shall expect to 
find the Oak Cliff branch library well patronized. 

The erection of a branch library may seem but a small thing in a 
progressive city like Dallas which is'constantly seeing the erection of 
great business buildings that make the library building seem Lillipu- 
tian. But when one considers the uses to which the small building 
is put, one realizes that it contains greater possibilities than the hugest 
business building in this or in any other city. For it is not fanciful 
to suppose that the branch library will be the means of such mental 
and even moral inspiration as shall influence many who are now 
youths throughout their lives. 

The free library used wisely is a sermon all the more persunaive 
because it is not didactic. 
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Armnama Pass. 

The Woman's Club is devoting its 
energies toward upbuilding the libra- 
ry, which is one of the principle 
auxiliaries of the club, and to stimu- 
late ^ membership they have recently 
added a number of books. The library 
is conducted for the public and any- 
body complying with the rules can 
obtain the library privileges by the 
payment of $1.50 per year or 25c for 
two months. The library also con- 
tains books of reference and a large 
number of Juvenile stories for the 
children. The library is one of the 
most worthy institutions of the city 
and should receive a liberal and un- 
qualified support from the public. — 
Aransas Pass Progress, Oct. 2, 1914. 

Austin. 

Chamber of Commebce Librabt. A 
row of shelves reaching from the floor 
to the ceiling for the accommodation 
of the library of city directories and 
commercial Journals that belong to the 
Chamber of Commerce has been 
erected on one side of the Chamber of 
Commerce Hall. Practically the whole 
of the shelf space has already been 
filled with the large number of city 
directories in the possession of the 
Austin Commercial Organization. — 
Austin Statesman, November 12, 1914. 

State Librabt. The State Library 
recenty received a number of useful 
donations of books and periodicals: 
Mr. Ed R. Smith of Austin presented 
100 volumes; Mrs. Joseph D. Sayers of 
Austin presented 225 periodicals; a well 
known citizen of Texas, resident in 
New York, presented 130 volumes; and 
the Shakespear Club of Calvert sent a 
traveling library containing 43 vol- 
umes. Gifts of this kind will greatly 
assist in broadening the service of the 
State Library, by increasing the num- 
ber of volumes that may be loaned to 
those residing distant from the Capi- 
tol. 

Bastrop. 

The Bastrop Public Library has been 
in existence fifteen years and has 
1000 volumes. About forty members 
pay $3 dues annually. Children's 
"story hour" is observed every Tues- 
day afternoon. The untiring efforts 
of a few ladies have kept up this 
library. The City Council pays $75 
of the $100 rent for the rooms, and 
by strict economy and wise use of the 
small sum realized from the dues the 
librarian is paid, new books purchased 
and other incidental expenses met. 



Friends have generously donated 
books, thus materially aiding the 
work. While the "hard times" cry has 
compelled some members to withdraw 
their membership fot awhile, the 
ladies are not discouraged and are 
looking forward to a prosperous New 
Year. The following officers were 
elected at the last meeting for 1915: 
President Mrs. B. D. Orgain, Vice 
President Mrs. R. Gill, Sec'y-Treas. . 
Mrs. W. A. McCord, Librarian Mrs. 
A. B. McLary; Book Committee Mrs. 
S. J. Orgain, Mrs. E. H. Jenkins, Mrs. 
R. A. Meyers. 

Belton. 

Cabnegie Public * Libbabt. Miss 
Emma Lee Librarian. An extract 
from the librarian's report for the 
year ending September 30. 1914: 

The Library and reading room Is 
open half of each day except Sundays 
and holidays. The reading room is 
furnished with the following periodi- 
cals, purchased monthly by the Li- 
brary: Harper's, Century, Scribner. 
McClure, Review of Reviews, Ameri- 
can, and Current; with annuals from 
Baylor University, Texas University, 
Southwestern University, A. ft M., 
Austin College, Brenham high school. 
These furnish information, reference 
and amusement for all readers. 

Book cards issued the past year, 66, 
making a total of 1543. 

Books and magazines registered, 
3126 for year, 4 books lost. 

During the year 75 books added, 47 
by purchase, 19 from book reception 
and 9 by donation, 3027 volumes to 
date. 

Cgllected on subscriptions, $330.06; 
on short termed memberships $23.00, 
making a total of $353.66. 

From a candy sale, realized $10.00, 
this amount was invested In children's 
books. 

Collected on overdues $16.17, from 
this fund $13.60 was used for Library 
supplies and incidentals. 

In years to come, may the need of 
a library be very forcibly felt by the 
public at large and become an insti- 
tution that all may be proud of. — 
Belton Journal, October 22, 1914. 

Bryan. 

Miss Lillie Wilson, who has been 
librarian at the Carnegie Library In 
this city for a number of years and 
who has served so cHiciently, has 
found it necessary to resi^ii the posi- 
tion on account of 111 health. 

Miss Willie Rogers has been ap- 
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pointed to fill the position left vacant 
by Miss Wilson's resignation. Miss 
Rogers recently resigned a position as 
teacher in the art department of Adrian 
College, at Adiian, Michigan. — Bryan 
Eagle, November 12, 1914. 

Oomanche • 

The Library Association in spite of 
the rain and mud had an enthusiastic 
reception and entertainment at the high 
school Wednesday night. There was 
about one hundred people there to 
listen to an interesting program of 
local talent, and buy of the Thanksgiv- 
ing dainties that, the ladies of the As- 
sociation had there to sell for the bene- 
fit of the library. An encyclopedia and 
about 15 volumes were donated to the 
Library and some twelve dollars was 
raised by the sales. — Comanche Chiefs 
November 27, 1914. 

Corpus Christl. 

Up to September, 1914, La Retama 
Public Library was open twice a week 
in the afternoons; the juvenile depart- 
ment was free, and the fee for adults 
was one dollar and a quarter a year. 
The members of La Retama Club, who 
maintain the library, served as 
librarians, two each afternoon it was 
open. During August, under the di- 
rection of Mrs. H. M. Rishel, the books 
were carefully classified according to 
the Dewey system, a complete card 
catalog was made, and two new book- 
cases and one hundred and thirty new 
books were bought. Announcement 
was then made that the library would 
be open daily from three to six p. m., 
free to everybody, with Miss Marie von 
Bliicher, a member of La Retama Club, 
as paid librarian. Accordingly, on 
September 1, the library was opened as 
a free public library, and from then 
on, new membership tickets have been 
issued daily. 

On January 1, 1915, the number of 
volumes in the library was 1851, and 
the total number of borrowers to date, 
248; the circulation for November was 
378 and for December 438, and for Jan- 
uary it will be much larger. The fol- 
lowing magazines have been subscribed 
to: The Outlook, Harper's Monthly, 
Good Housekeeving, and Youth's Com- 
panion; the American Magazine for 
two years was given by Mrs. J. Ar- 
thur. The current numbers of these 
magazines are kept in the library to 
be read there, and the back numbers 
are circulated. 

Loose Leaf Library. Mrs. Oscar M. 
Suttle, Librarian. This Library con 
sists of articles and illustrations glean- 



ed from magazines, newspapers, pam- 
phlets, public records and documents 
classified under the heads of Art, Cur- 
rent Events, Civic Work, Industry, 
etc. The purpose of this Library is to 
furnish material for speeches, ad- 
dresses, papers, essays and toasts for 
the use of church societies, lodges, 
public meetings, clubs and schools, and 
to arrange club year books and special 
programs. 

Dallas. 

Public Library. Yesterday marked 
the thirteenth anniversary of the open- 
ing of the Dallas Public Library. On 
the afternoon of Oct. 29, 1901, the Dal- 
las Public Library opened its doors to 
the Dallas public. Then it was fre- 
quented by few. Now the library as- 
sistants are kept busy throughout the 
day. Immediately after the public 
schools let out the reference rooms are 
swarmed with ambitious students. 

The library opened with less than 
10,000 volumes, the librarian, Miss 
Rosa M. Leeper, who still holds that 
position, and two assistants. There 
are now over 45,000 volumes and 
twelve assistants to Miss Leeper. The 
library also has many distributing 
points throughout the city, among 
them the city schools. — Dallas News^ 
October 30, 1914. 

Miss Linda M. Clatworthy of Dayton, 
Ohio, who is a graduate of Vassar 
College and who attained the Bachelor 
of Library Science Degree in the library 
training department of the University 
of Illinois, has been secured as refer- 
ence assistant to the Dallas Public 
Library for the winter's work. Miss 
Clatworthy will have charge of the 
reference and school work for the pres- 
ent scholastic term. — Dallas Evening 
Journal, October 26, 1914. 

There have been 7,866 volumes added 
to the library during the year 1934. 
This number includes the books for the 
Oak Cliff branch and the total is con- 
sidered a large one. 

Oak Cliff Branch Library. Miss 
Ella E. Packard has been appointed 
librarian of the Oak Cliff branch of 
the Dallas Public Library. In speak- 
ing of the appointment Miss Leeper 
said: "Miss Packard is eminently fit- 
ted for the position to which she has 
been appointed, having graduated from- 
the University of Colorado, studied one 
year in the library training depart- 
ment of the University of Illinois, and 
having been connected with the Dallas 
library for over two years. Miss 
Packard's education, professional train- 
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ing and practical experience will en 
able her to handle the new branch with 
such success that we feel sure that she 
will surpass all expectations.".— DoKofi 
News, October 8, 1914. 

The Oak Cliff branch library was 
opened to the public November 23rd. 
The building and equipment are de- 
scribed as follows: 

The Oak Cliff branch, like the main 
library building, is the gift of Andrew 
Carnegie, and, with fixtures, cost $25,- 
000. Every piece of furniture in the 
building, from basement to reading 
rooms, is Dallas-made, excepting two 
small pieces, a book truck and a rec- 
ord case. These are patented and come 
from a furnishing house. 

The Oak Cliff branch library is the 
result of considerable planning and is 
so arranged that the librarian can sit 
at her desk and see all over the house. 
The library is semi-partitioned, afford- 
ing a reading-room for adults and one 
for children. The chairs and tables 
in the children's reading-room are 
built especially for children. The color 
scheme throughout the building is 
cream and green. 

The building is of gray brick and 
concrete. In the basement is a lecture 
hall with a seating capacity of 235 
and a committee room for the u^e of 
mothers* clubs and kindred organiza- 
tions. These rooms have private en- 
trance to the street. The heating fix 
tures are housed in the basement. 

The librarian has a private office on 
the second floor. This office is equipped 
with a kitchenettei in which the 
librarian can prepare tea and light 
lunch for herself and a few friends 
should she so desire. The building i? 
lighted throughout with the semi-indi- 
rect lighting system, giving a soft light 
for reading purposes. The public- 
spirited citizens of Oak Cliff have con- 
tributed $3,000 to equip the library 
with books. 

The branch starts off with 4,000 vol- 
umes. There is practically every refer- 
ence book needed to the student in the 
high, school, and the location of the 
branch is advantageous to the students 
of the Oak Cliff High School, being but 
three blocks from the school building. 
— Dallas News, November 24, 1914. 

Francltas. 

Our library is maintained by a club 
of about twenty-five women who are 
trying hard \o ra're enoufi:h mjney for 
a home for our 319 books wlilch wil. 
be increased to over 50n valumes in 
a week or so by a box of over 100 
volumes from a lady in Chicago, a | 



Mrs. E. C. Von Ezerman. Over 200 
books have been added to the library 
since January. 

Franklin. 

The Carnegie Library will open Mon- 
day, November 30th. About 1,000 vol- 
umes have been received and classi- 
fied, and are ready for use. Other 
books will be added later. The maga- 
zines will not arrive until the Decem- 
ber issues are sent. 

At a later date there will be a for- 
mal opening of the library. A pro- 
gram will be arranged for this occa- 
sion, and all are invited to come. This 
will be known as Library Day, and 
everyone who has a book or books that 
they wish to contribute to the library 
may bring same on this day. Books 
will also be received any day of the 
week. Don't forget that we want to 
get as many books as we can, so that 
when our library is inspected we may 
make a good showing, also that the 
people may have a large library from 
which to select. 

We hope that the town will patron- 
ize the library liberally for it means 
much for our town. Let us begin a 
reading habit that will make us a town 
of culture and refinement. 

Library Board. 
— Central Texan, November 27, 1914. 

Gainesville. 

The new $15,000 Carnegie Library 
building here was thrown open to the 
public today, October 10, with appro- 
priate ceremony and hundreds of peo- 
ple attended the function this after- 
noon. Miss Lillian Gunter, schooled in 
library work in the East and South, 
has been elected librarian by the city 
council. The library already contains 
several thousand volumes of standard 
books, literary works, maps and period- 
icals. — Fort Worth Record, October 11, 
1914. 

Galveston. 

Galveston News on November 23rd 
published a history of the Galveston 
Mercantile Library, which was opened 
January 20, 1871. This library grew 
from some 2,000 to nearly 8,000 vol- 
umes in 1905, when it was merged with 
the Rosenberg Library. The article 
was prepared by Miss Abble Kennedy 
of the Rosenberg Library. 

Grapeland. 

The success of the new movement 
for a public library was never doubt- 
ful, but It is now guaranteed by the 
number of enthusiastic supporters of 
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Grapeland. Many movements come 
and go as a fad, and the sooner they 
are gone the better, but reading good 
books is no fad and it is here to stay. 
A sure proof that it is no passing fash 
ion is seen from the fact that the 
busiest and most energetic people take 
time to read. — Orapeland Messenger, 
December 24, 1914. 

Greenville. 

The resignation of Miss Corinne Gee 
has been accepted and Miss Ida Pen- 
nington elected as her successor as 
librarian for Carnegie library. Miss 
Gee goes to California to live with her 
sister and Miss Pennington will take 
up her work at once. Miss Miriam 
Mitchell was elected as assistant 
librarian by the City Council and the 
service given by this library will be 
in splendid hands and the public aided 
in every possible way. Miss Penning- 
ton is a capable woman and fully pre- 
pared to render assistance to those 
needing counsel in particular lines of 
reading.--Greent?tne Messenger, Oct- 
ober 16. 1914. 

Groeebeck. 

A public library Is being installed at 
the Chapter House by Ladies of the 
American League. Contributions of 
books from the citizens will be very 
much appreciated, and may be sent to 
Kelly's store. This is a much needed 
feature in our city and we would urge 
that every family might spare at least 
one book from their library. The 
library will be formally opened In the 
near future. — Oroesbeck Journal, Oct- 
ober 1, 1914. 

Hamlin. 

Does Hamlin need a public library? 
The answer from every thinking citi- 
zen will be, yes. A large public 
library, organized on the Carnegie 
plan, in Hamlin will be one of the 
best things our city can get. "Can we 
get it?" Some one is ready to ask. 
From investigation it is found that 
we can have a Carnegie Library for 
Hamlin, if we will only do our part 
In securing it. Mr. Carnegie will fur- 
nish the money to put up the building, 
provided we will furnish the lot for 
it, the furniture, the books and the 
upkeep. No one will question the in- 
fluence that a public institution of 
this kind will have for good in our 
city and community. It will be for 
the making of better citizens to have 
a library of fine books for the young 
people of our city. 

A mass meeting of citizens met at 



the Methodist church Sunday after- 
noon to take steps towards the secur- 
ing a Carnegie Library. Much inter- 
est was shown. Every one who spoke 
was very enthusiastic for the library. 
Ways and means were discussed and a 
committee of three was appointed to 
carry out plans. Let every one pull 
for this and it will be another fine 
drawing card for Hamlin. — Hamlin 
Herald, December 4, 1914. 

Haskell. 

The Library is growing. We have 
just bought a very fine 'edition of 
Shakespeare's works, coupled with 
notes and ten volumes of Children's 
Classics. Mothers, come and take ad- 
vantage of this great opportunity. 
When you read these books to your 
child you know he is getting the very 
best in literature. Only 5 cents for 
the use of a book a week, or pay $1.00 
for a year's membership to the Library 
Association, and read all the books 
you wish for a year. 

Remember the story hour, 10 o'clock 
Saturday morning. — Haskell Free- 
Press, December 12, 1914. 

Houston. 

Miss Julia Ideson, after spending al- 
most a year in Paris as secretary of 
the American Art Students' Club, has 
returned to her former post in the 
Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Library. 
"It seems so natural to be here that I 
can hardly realize now that I have 
been away at all, although my year's 
absence has been full of interesting 
events and during the war events of 
rather an exciting nature." 

Jacksboro. 

The Jacksboro library now boasts 
three fine sectional bookcases ready in- 
stalled and three more sections or- 
dered. Almost four hundred books and 
another order being arranged. This 
has been accomplished by a small band 
of women within two years. Their 
slogan is progress. Any one may bor- 
row books at the rate of one dollar a 
year, and these funds are spent for 
new books, from three to five orders 
for new boks are made during a year. 
The library is situated at the millinery 
store of Miss Ray Meadows and any 
one can get books between 3 and 5 
o'clock on Saturday evenings. More 
and more people are beginning to read 
and a goodly number of books are 
taken out each week. — Jacksboro 
News, November 11, 1914. 

KlngsviUe. 

A patron of the library is struck 
with the fact that there is no diction- 
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ary for reference purposes. Even the 
best spellers sometimes feel tbe need 
of a reference book to verify their spell- 
ing and the meaning of unfamiliar 
words. If some one has a dictionary 
that they do not use very much, 11 
would be a splendid addition to the 
library and would be highly apprecia- 
ted by the ladies who have the library 
in charge and the public in general. 
Or better still, a donation of a new and 
up to date dictionary would not be a 
bad idea for some one who has the 
inclination or money. — Kingsville Rec- 
ord, October 9, 1914. 

Kyle. 

The Kyle Book Club has just gotten 
in some new books, all good and popu- 
lar. Remember, this is the cheapest 
reading you can possibly get — access 
to 100 good books for a year for $1.50. 
and if you are now a member, you will 
be allowed to renew for $1.00 — Kyle 
News, November 13, 1914. 

Mission. 

Under the auspices of the Civic 
League a circulating library was start- 
ed here. M. F. Armstrong has given 
one room in the rear of the bank for 
this purpose which will also be used 
as a rest room, and enjoyed especially 
by the farmers* wives when in town 
shopping. 

A reception was held and each in- 
terested Missionite was requested to 
donate books or cash, and a large num- 
ber responded in spite of the inclem- 
ency of the weather. — Houston Post, 
October 30, 1914. 

Palestine. 

The new $15,000 Carnegie public li- 
brary was dedicated in this city 
Wednesday evening, October 14. A 
large number of citizens was present. 
A. G. Greenwood dellrereu an address, 
turning the library over to the city, 
and was answered in behalf of Pales- 
tine by Mayor A. L. Bowers. Dr. S. P. 
Brooks of Waco, president of the Bay- 
lor University, delivered the dedicatory 
address. Several numbers were ren- 
dered by the Palestine Federated Labor 
Band. On December 9, the city council 
passed an ordinance appropriating 
$1500 for maintenance of the library 
and constituting a library board to have 
control of the library. The board is to 
consist of five lady members. 

Plainview. 

Although the Plainview Public Li- 
brary has more than seven hundred 
well-selected volumes, the library com- 
mittee are constantly In quest of new 



or old books. Donations, of money 
and books, and sales of. library cards, 
are the sources of revenue of the pub- 
lic library. — Plainview Herald, Novem- 
ber 12, 1914. 

Pecos. 

Remember that the library is free to 
all. Every person, whether living in 
the country or In the city, is entitled 
to two cards, one for fictilon and one 
for non-fiction. Special cards will be 
Issued to teachers. The library is well 
supplied with books on most subjects. 
If you wish to read along any one line, 
or have any perplexing problems to 
solve, go to the library and see what 
can be done for you. It is open every 
afternoon from three to seven. 

The librarian reports a total of 683 
volumes In the library. There were 
399 books loaned the past month. There 
were 53 new volumes added to the 
shelves. There were 31 new borrow- 
ers' cards issued, making a total of 188 
borrowers. — Pecos Times, November 20, 
1914. 

Rosenberg. 

The Rosenberg Public Library has 
just received a consignment of 100 
books, which were purchased out of the 
funds of the organ Izatlion derived by 
donations from citizens of the town. 
The librarian. Miss Irene E. Mulcahy, 
is striving diligently to increase the 
number of books and pamphlets. — 
Brenham Banner-Press, October 8, 1914. 

San Benito. 

San Benito, Thursday, celebrated its 
first "Library Day." Citizens donated 
about one hundred books to the public 
library, and further showed their in- 
terest in the movement by attending a 
mass meeting held in the evening at 
the Methodist church. With the gifte 
of Thursday the number of books now 
total above 600. — San Benito Light, 
October 2, 1914. 

The library committee issued a state- 
ment this week, acknowledging the re- 
ceipt, since library day, of two gifts of 
books, one of 35 volumes from Mrs. W. 
S. Blackshear, the other, 30 volumes, 
from Mrs. George Blgelow. — Ibid., Oc- 
tober 30, 1914. 

San Antonio. 

The free lecture course at the Car- 
negie library has been arranged for the 
(*omIng year. Three well-known lec- 
turers. Dr. Charles W. Seymour, on his- 
torical subjects; Dr. Edward Howard 
Griggs, on modern development, and 
Thomas Whitney Surrette, on music* 
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have been signed for January and Feb- 
ruary. — San Antonio Light, December 
8. 1914. 

A Christmas bulletin, to take the 
place of the Christmas exhibit of suit- 
able gift books made last year at the 
Carnegie library, has Just been issued 
by the library. Of especial interest 
are the children's books listed in this 
bulletin, as it includes the best In 
juvenile literature. — Ibid,, December 16, 
1914. 

Seguin. 

Right opposite the Gazette office on 
that vacant lot is a fine place for a 
public library. With the new postof- 
fice on the north, the bank building on 
the south, the Gazette office on the 
east, and the Lutheran church on the 
west, where could be found more ideal 
surroundings? Truly, a fine intellec- 
tual and moral tone would permeate 
the atmosphere around this library, 
where now the only thing that per- 
meates the atmosphere is the odor that 
arises from this lot which is us«d for 
a camp yard. — Guadalupe Gazette, Oc- 
tober 9, 1914. 

Temple. 

An innovatiion in Temple's social 
life comes on Thursday with the intro- 
duction of Strangers' day. This event 
is sponsored by the Equal Suffrage So- 
ciety of Temple, but is especially under 
the direction of Mesdames W. S. Banks, 
J; J. Booker, J. M. Gooch, E. P. Lan- 
ham and Narnie Harrison Bell. The 
Carnegie Library will be the place of 
assemblage. A general invitation is ex- 
tended the public, especially the stran- 
ger in the city, for whom a cordial wel- 
come will be in waiting. 

It is to Mr. J. S. Perry that this 
taking note of the "stranger within our 
gates" is due, since it was an article 
by him and published in the Telegram 
which called attention to the lack of 
warmth and hospitality existing on the 
part of the older residents toward the 
more recent comers. Having seen tb'^ 
fault, the women of the Equal Suffrage 
society hastened to take some step to 
amend the conditiion, and it is their 
purpose to make these receptions a 
monthly feature. The committee named 
will act as hostess, and an interesting 
program has been arranged. Some 
light refreshments will be served. — 
Temple Telegram, December 6, 1914. 

Santa Claus will be at the Carnegie 
Library Thursday night and all the 
children in Temple are invited to come. 
The festivities will begin at 7 o'clock. 



There will be a large assortment of 
presents, fruit and a world of things 
that will bring gladness to the hearts 
of the little folk. Stockings filled with 
tasty gifts will also be found around 
the Christmas tree. 

Every child is welcome to the Christ- 
mas tree, but it is especially urged that 
those kiddies who have but a passing 
acquaintance with Santa Claus come 
and get a gift. Anyone who knows of 
a child, who is apt to be overlooked, 
is requested to inform the mother or 
the child itself of the tree, so that 
every needy one in Temple will be 
reached. — Ibid,, December 22, 1914. 

Toyah. 

Library hours — four to six, Wednes- 
day afternoon. Everyone invited to call 
for books. No charges for use of books 
unless kept over two weeks. — Toyah 
Enterprise, October 30, 1914. 

Waco. 

Public Library. The public library 
has a subscriptllon list of ninety maga- 
zines, all of which are available to the 
public. Two copies of the most popu- 
lar magazines are on the list, one of 
which may be borrowed upon its ar- 
r,ival. Where there is only one copy 
taken the number of the preceding 
month may be borrowed when the new 
number arrives. — Times-Herald, De- 
cember 6, 1914. 

Baylor University Library. The 
following have been members of the 
library staff since the opening of col- 
lege, September 20, 1914: 

Willard P. Lewis, Librarian. 

Miss Annie Melear, Assistant Libra- 
rian, and in charge of the loan desk 
and reading room. 

Miss Gertrude Brandes. Cataloger. 

Oscar Key, in charge of binding and 
serials. 

Loraine Rouse, in charge of the li- 
brary during the evening. 

Also some twenty-four student as- 
sistants who work for their tuition. 

Five meetings of the entire staff 
have been held at which there have 
been readings from Pearson's "Libra- 
rian at Play" and talks by the librarian 
and others. Miss Pauline Macauley, li- 
brarian of the Waco Public Library, 
gave a most interesting paper on "7 he 
Function of the Public Library" and 
Miss Rose Hutchenrider, assistant li- 
brarian of the Waco Public Library 
spoke in an interesting way of the 
"Librarian and the People." 

Miss Brandes is recatalogirg the li- 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



—81- 



brary, haylBg thus tar finiBhed the 
Sliakespeare colleQtioa and the blograr 
9hy section. 

The collection of United States gov- 
eminent documents has been entirely 
rearranged and is now shelved chrono- 
logically by departments and bureaus 
and the collection of bound magazines 
is being completed as fast as time and 
funds permit. 

Waxabachie. 

Nicholas P. Sims Libbabt. Miss 
Galloway will keep open house January 
1 for the boys and girls. There will 
be progressive story telling, including 
morning and evening. Some of the 
best story tellers in Waxahachie have 
promised to take part. It is planned 
•to have every available girl and boy 
to visit the library and regiBter that 
day. A committee of girls and boys 
will act as assistants to entertain the 
callers. What could be more hetpfol or 
inspiring? Some great men may be 



discovered in this effort Let's help in 
this movement and see how many we 
can have that day. — Waxahacht^ Enter- 
pri9e, December 25» 1914. 

Statistics for 1914: Num)er of vol- 
umes, 6,323; accessions, 335; circular 
tion, 10,476; number of card holders, 
1,372. 

With the aid of the Shakespeare 
Club, the Music Club and the Bay View 
Club, a county school collection was 
started. This collection will be used 
in extending the library's work 
throughout Ellis County. Twenty-five 
books at a time are loaned to schools, 
for a period of two months, or longer. 
Three of these traveling libraries have 
been sent out, and several others are 
ready to go. 

On New Year's day a doll reception 
and story telling was enjoyed by the 
little folk. Over 130 children were 
present 



NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS SCHOOL LIBRABIES. 

The rural school library can be made a very interestinpf and suc- 
cessful movement for the people. Through the library students can 
be given opportunities to get an insight into the world's activities 
which they can not get without them. Every community should do 
its utmost to secure a school library and see that it is used by the 
children of the community. The results will be worth all the time 
and money expended in this direction. — McKinney Courier-Gazette^ 
December 16, 1914. 

'^ Libraries for Public Schools*' is the subject of a fifty page pam- 
phlet prepared by E. V. White, of the Division of Public School Im- 
provement, Department of Extension, University of Texas. A suflS- 
cient number have been printed to meet any ordinary demand. The 
greatest practical benefit offered by this booklet is the various i^roups 
of books suggested, and also with regard to grades in the schools. 
Valuable suggestions are made as to the proper use of a library in a 
school, as to how to go about securing a library, the items to be 
considered in the purchase of books, and as to the proper care of 
books. While designed primarily for guidance of school autl.orities, 
the bulletin is of great interest to anyone contemplating the purchase 
of books for juveniles. 



AmarOlo. 

The Amarillo High School Orchestra 
and Girls' Chorus Is preparing to give 
an entertainment at the HIe:h School 
Auditorium for the benefit of the High 
School library. At present, according 
to reports, there are not enough books 
In the library to supply the demands 
of any department with " reference 



books. The school administration is 
behind the plans for enlarging the li- 
brary to meet these demands, and has 
set the mark at four thousand volumes. 
— The Panhandle, November 23, 1914. 

Anson. 

During the last week more than one 
hundred books and two hundred maga- 
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zinee have been given to the Anson 
Public School Library. These books 
will materially aid the students and 
will be no small factor in helping to 
secure affiliation. Let us all get be- 
hind this move ajid secure a library 
that will be worthy of our school. 

Come to the Hallowe'en party Satur- 
day night, and give us a surprise by 
bringing a set of good books. A dona- 
tion to the Public School Library 
should hardly be considered as such, 
but rather is an investment, for our 
children will continue to use, not only 
the books they have given, but also 
those contributel by others. — Western 
Enterprise, October 30, 1914. 

Austin. 

The Austin High School library is 
to be made serviceable not -only by 
the lending of books to the students, 
but by giving the public reliable in- 
formation relative to the best books 
to buy for children of ward school age 
and under. A list of more than a 
hundred books has been prepared, 
ranging from picture primers for the 
toddlers to Bible stories and stories 
of history and biography for the sixth 
and seventh grade boys and girls. In 
some instances there is a line or two 
descriptive of the book's contents. 
Such names as Robert Louis Steven- 
son, Maeterlinck, Ruskin, Hawthorne, 
are found along with the many pres- 
ent day specialists In juvenile writ- 
ing. 

The whole is to be issued as a High 
School bulletin, to be distributed to 
the parents of the city through their 
children in school. Certain of the 
local book dealers have agreed to lay 
in supplies of the books recom- 
mended, so that there will be no dif- 
ficulty in obtaining them for use as 
Christmas gifts. 

The classifications in which the 
books are arranged are the follow- 
ing: Picture books; stories for kin- 
dergarten age, fairy tales, legend and 
poetry, hero stories and myths, stories 
of primitive man, stories for boys and 
girls, stories for boys, stories for girls, 
nature stories, travel, manners and 
customs, Bible, history, biography, 
miscellaneous. — Austin Statesman, De- 
cember 8, 1914. 

Byers. 

A gool library in school is very valu- 
able. Reading after great men and 
women has inspired boys and girls to 
make real men and women. The more 
good books we read the better citizens 
we make. We have added fifty new 



volumes to our library. These are the 
works of our greatest writers. They 
will do our boys and girls great good. 
The students have shown their in- 
terest and are going to give a "home 
talent play" to pay for these splendid 
books. This play will be given in the 
school auditorium Thanksgiving, and 
hope all will come out and prove to 
the boys and girls that you are in- 
terested as well as they. — Byers Her- 
ald, November 12, 1914. 

Como. 

The entertainment at the public 
school Friday night by tha pupils of 
the higher grades was a success from 
both a financial and artistic stand- 
point, and a nice sum was realized to 
be applied to the school library.— 
Como Headlight, October 16, 1914. 

Oomanehe. 

On Wednesday evening, the night 
before Thanksgiving, those interested 
in pushing the school public library 
have arranged for a reception at the 
high school building in the interest of 
the library. There will be a musical 
program and other features which will 
be interesting to everybody. Every- 
body come, bring a good book for the 
libfary and have a pleasant evening 
socially. — Comanche Chief, November 
20, 1914. 

Edgewood. 

At its regular meeting Monday eve- 
ning the board of trustees of Edge- 
wood Independent School District com- 
pleted the selection of a splendid 
equipment for the high school. The 
list of equipment includes several 
hundred volumes of standard books 
for the library, three suspension globes, 
four charts, one hundred and twenty- 
eight maps, and a ^pmplete working 
laboratory for physics, physiology, 
physical geography, agriculture and 
botany. The cost of these equipments 
amounts to 1972.21 and is to be paid 
for out of the fund subscribed by the 
good patrons of the school. — Edgewood 
Enterprise^ November 5, 1914. 

Ferris. 

Help the library of the Ferris High 
School by attending the book shower 
given at the Hich School Auditorium 
Friday night, December 11, and bring 
a book or the price of a book. — Ferris 
Wheel, December 11, 1914. 

Fort Stockton. 

Fort Stockton people are the right 
sort. At the entertainment given Fri- 
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day night by the Mothers* Club, for the 
benefit of the school library, the school 
house was packed and jammed with 
home people. — Fort Stockton Pioneer, 
December 11, 1914. 

Handley. 

The public school should have a 
$500.00 library. You have a fair lab- 
oratory, but It should be better. No 
school can do first class work without 
being equipped. For a school to rank 
as a first class High School it must 
have a good library. — Handley News, 
November 5, 1914. 

KiUeen. 

Friday and Saturday 27 and 28 of 
November has been named as the date 
when teachers and pupils of the school 
will put forth special effort to secure 
funds and new books for the library. 
It is a fact that our library has not 
the reference books that are needed 
and the State University has sent out 
a list of these books and we are anx- 
ious to add such of them as are not 
now in the library.— £'t/Zeen Herald. 
November 20, 1914. 

McKlniiey. 

Miss Mary Jackson, teacher of 
Hutcheson school, midway between 
Cellna and Prosper, called on County 
Supt. Foster, and secured Owl Club 
Rural Library No. 2 for the use of her 
pupils. Miss Jackson used this library 
in her work at Rhea Mills last year, 
and the children were much pleased 
with it. 

Rural Library No. 1 of this Club is 
being used by the Rhea Mills school 
this year. The children enjoy reading 
the history stories, essays, biographies, 
works on science, etc. Prof. T. T. 



Webb is teacher of Rhea Mills 
school. 

Library No. 3 is now in process of 
formation by the Owl Club of this city 
and will be ready within the next few 
days. It will be delivered to the 
school next on the list of applications. 
Fifty books are contained in each 
package and schools are allowed to re- 
tain them for use for three months. 

The Owl Club is a subscriber to the 
Library Fund of the State Federation 
of Women's Clubs, in addition to the 
work it is doing locally. — McKinney 
Examiner, November 26, 1914. 

Plainview: 

Yesterday was library day for Seth 
Ward College. Over a hundred fifty 
volumes of books were given to Seth 
Vvard. Most of them were reference 
works. Two encyclopedias were includ- 
ed in the list. — Plainview Herald, No- 
vember 19, 1914. 

Valley View. 

Fifty dollars was raised at the Val- 
leyview school house recently for the 
purpose of buying books for the school 
library. — Plainview Herald, November 
21, 1914. 

Wellington. 

Superintendent Cater informs The 
Leader that he has ordered the chemi- 
cal and physical laboratory necessary 
to give our High School standing in 
Class A and affiliation with the State 
University; also that he has purchased 
about a hundred new volumes for the 
school library. Our superintendent has 
it in mind to consult his board about 
a book reception with a view to adding 
a thousand volumes to the library. — 
Wellington Leader, December 24, 1914. 
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SOMETHING ABOUT THE NEW STATE LIBRARIAN 

Mr. C. Klaerner of Brenham assumed the duties of State Librariaji 
and Secretary of the Texas Library and Historical Commission April 
15. The following is taken from a write-up given him by one of his 
home town papers, the Brenham Banner Press : 

Vice E. W. Winkler, C. Klaerner of Brenham was today elected 
State Librarian at a called meeting of the State Library and His- 
torical Commission. The selection was made by Governor Ferguson 
after considering a great number of applicants. 

Prof. Klaerner is well known both in the city and the country, 
having been a resident of this city for the past 24 years and prom- 
inently identified with the educational work of the county. For the 
past seven years he has been county superintendent of public in- 
struction and filled the place to the satisfaction of his constituents, 
lie has been instrumental in bringing out many reforms in educa- 
tional affairs of the county and placed the rural schools in better 
condition than ever before. 

Prior to his election as county superintendent, he conducted a 
private school in this city with marked success, numbering among 
his pupils at that time some of Brenham 's successful business men 
of today. 

The loss of Prof. Klaerner will be keenly felt by the city. He is 
a progressive citizen, ever alert to the best interests of the city, took 
a great deal of interest in the musical affairs of the city, being leader 
of the Vorwaerts Singing Society for the past ten years and at the 
same time director of the choir at the Lutheran Church. He is a 
prominent member of the Germania Verein and the Sons of Hermann 
Lodge, and always took a very active part in the proceedings of these 
organizations. 

Banner-Press, together with the citizens of the city, regret to lose 
Prof. Klaerner, but all join in congratulating him upon securing the 
position and wish him success in the conduction of the affairs of the 
library. 

THE TRAVELING LIBRARY PROBLEM 

Tfie April issue of the ** Texas Libraries*' closes with the announce- 
ment of the appointment of a new State Librarian, and contains the 
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following statements of special interest to me and to all those pri- 
marily concerned. 

**As county superintendent he became thoroughly familiar with 
the need of adequate li!)rary privileges for the rural schools." 

** Under Mr. Klaerner's administration much is to be expected in 
the development of a State system of traveling libraries." 

Thanking the writer of the same for the kindly remarks, I wish 
to say a few words in regard to them. 

Referring to the first statement, I would like to say here that not 
only did I '* become familiar with the need of library privileges for 
rural schools," but I also tried to improve the condition, looking for 
and employing means to reach the aim, and my endeavors have not 
been barren of results. I shall not forget, however, that the lion's 
share of appreciation is due to those who faithfully stood by me and 
diligently assisted me in the work; namely, the teachers, trustees, 
parents, and the school children of those communities of Washington 
County that now have libraries. 

As regards a ** State system of traveling libraries," it may not 
be out of place to point out two facts: (1) That the problem seems 
to have always proved difficult of solution; (2) that with the passage 
of the recent library law it seems to have assiuned a new aspect. 

Number 5 of the ** Texas Libraries," which was published in July. 
1914, hopefully speaks of the sending out of the first units of a State 
system of traveling libraries. These first units did not appear, and 
they have not appeared as yet, chiefly, or perhaps solely, for the 
reason given in the very same issue, as set forth in the statement, 
**The Commission has not had the funds with which to purchase the 
books necessary to inaugurate this important service." The forces 
interested in this matter as well as in the work of library extension 
in general have made many an effort to inaugurate this service. 
Some of the clubs of the Texas Federation of Women's Clubs have 
furnished books, others have sent in a cash donation of one dollar 
(thirty-eight dollars had been received up to February 13, a. c). 
The Library and Historical Commission asked the Legislature for 
an appropriation to buy books and cases and to employ an assistant 
for this work. Little was obtained from that source. The only sup- 
port we had from that side was the granting of the permission to 
use a part of the sum of $1,00.00 to l)uy traveling library cases. That 
we have not been more successful in this respect may probably be 
accounted for by the adoption of the law which vests in the county 
commissioners' court the power to establish a free circulating library 
so that the remotest rural districts may enjoy library privileges. 
Under this law, the various counties are expected to assume the 
duty of sending out traveling libraries; however, the matter is op- 
tional with the people to establish or not establish or disestablish, as 
they may decide by vote. The fact that such a law was passed may 
be considered good proof that the people see the usefulness and feel 
the influence of libraries where such have ben established by towns or 
counties. There is no desire to disestablish; on ^he contrary, these 
towns and counties are ever ready to help promote the good cause in 
the interest of the mai5ses. 

Now, it is the traveling library we want to see coming. A library 
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remaining within the four walls and waiting for the customer will 
not l)e much of a factor of education for community or county ; the 
library that is going out and going into the homes to seek the in- 
dividual, and by kmdly persuasion make itself the favorite with 
every member of the community or county is the useful one, pro- 
vided it oflfer the right kind of material. That library is expected to 
come now in every county of the State. Will it be coming? — Not 
until the people are convinced of its usefulness ; not until they are 
convinced that they get their money's worth and perhaps a little 
more than that ; not until then will they allow themselves to be taxed 
for the purpose. This means, in my opinion, that the same forces 
which have been so faithfully working in the past, now encounter 
a much greater task and more work than before, since it will be- 
come necessary to modify, improve and perfect, as soon as possible, 
that which already exists, and to create or help create that which is 
expected to come. It is still left to the county superintendent and 
teachers, to the Texas Federation of Women's Clubs and the library 
organizations of the State to create desire and direct the sentiment 
so that the most useful means of self-education and refinement will 
become available for everyone. 

It seems to me that it still remains primarily the duty of the 
• Texas Library and BBstorical Commission to help ; not only by giv- 
ing advice and information when needed or desired, but also by sup- 
plying individuals, clubs, schools, communities or counties with such 
particular kind of material as is not available to them at home for 
the time being, and which the State Library can be expected to fur- 
nish. These functions of the State Library will remain the same, 
whether a county avail itself or not of the opportunity opened by 
the Thirty-fourth Legislature. As a rule, we have more requests for 
help from sections that have libraries than from sections that have 
no libraries, and we are always glad to comply with a request, pro- 
vided we are able to do so. M^any of our books are traveling, and in 
this very limited sense there was and is and will be a State traveling 
libraxy, but there is no State system of traveling libraries in the 
sense in which the plan was first conceived. Considering circum- 
stances, the question arises : * * Is it still advisable tr^ develop the orig- 
inal plan, or shall we modify it to suit conditions, or shall we drop 
it? 

I respectfully ask all those interested in the matter to kindly give 
expression to their views. 

C Klabrner, 
State Librarian. 



LIBRARY ACTIVITIES IN TEXAS DURING APRIL, MAY, AND 

JUNE 

During the months of April, May, and June four new public 
libraries have been opened. Alto and Denton now have a reading 
room in connection with a rest room ; Port Arthur has a combination 
of public and high school library, situated in the high school build- 
ing, and Fort Chadbourne has library facilities. Dallas now has a 
law library. Five towns are working toward a library building. 
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Corpus Christi is discussing having a Carnegie building; Childress 
is investigating the possibility of securing a Carnegie building; 
Waco has received $12,500 from the Carnegie Corporation for an ad- 
dition to the library; Vernon has secured $12,500 for a Carnegie 
building, and the Sherman Carnegie building is almost completed. 
San Benito is trying to raise a building fund. In three places^ 
Cumby, Hico, and Wichita Falls, there is some discussion in regard 
to establishing a public library. 

In the well established city libraries the effort is toward extend- 
ing library privileges. Fort Worth during the last quarter opened 
its sixth branch to which the public have aec^^ss on every Saturday 
afternoon. The librarian at Waco is asking the county commission- 
ers to contribute a fixed sum to the lil)rary, and in consideration of 
this sum to grant to the citizens of the county full library privileges. 
During the fiscal year the Waco Public Library placed collections of 
juvenile books in six schools and for a while at Evangelia settlement. 
The San Antonio Library has extended during the past quarter its 
privileges to all residents of the county who will deposit the guaran- 
tee fund now required of non-residents temporarily in the city. Plans 
are under way to provide for further extension. These plans as well 
as the plan of the Waco Library are made legal by the new county 
library law. Houston has seventeen distributing agencies, ten of 
which are located in schools, two in laundries, and two with church 
societies. Five of these stations in the school-houses most remote 
from the library were opened this quarter and are in charge of a 
special library assistant. Houston is also trying to take advantage 
of the new law whereby the whole county may enjoy library facili- 
ties. In addition to the Oak Cliff Branch, which was opened last 
November, Dallas maintains twelve distributing stations. Six of 
these are in connection with the schools. One of them, located at 
Wesley House, was opened this quarter. 



THE PACKAGE LIBRARY 

While the following description of the work of the Package 
Library has appeared in a number of papers, it is not inappropriate 
to reprint it here, for it gives abundant evidence of the need of such 
work in our State and the practicability of such work: 

'* Thirty-six States have traveling library systems. Under the 
control of a State Library Commission, boxes of books are sent to 
localities requesting them ; they are retained for a limited time, and 
exchanged for other books. California has a well organized county 
library system by which the county supports the library, and the 
library serves the individuals in the county. Several States maintain 
both a traveling library and a package library. Texas, with a popu- 
lation of 4,000,000, has 52 public libraries. Privnte and school li- 
braries are inadequate to meet the needs of the part of the 4,000,000 
to whom the 52 libraries are inaccessible. The last Legislature en- 
acted a law. allowing the counties to establish libraries, but it will 
be some time before a thorough organization will be possible, 

**It was to meet these needs that the Package Library was estab- 
lished last summer in the University of Texas Extension Depart- 
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ment. It is called a Package Library because the material is kept 
in package form. Packages of material on any subject requested 
journey round the State to the county store-keepei , the farmer, the 
school boy, the teacher and the housekeeper. 

** Since January 1st, the Package Library has loaned 1,000 pack- 
ages. In the 1913-14 report of a package library established seven 
years ago in another State, less than 2,000 packages were loaned 
during the same period. In the Texas Package Library, two whole 
time and one part time person are employed — in the other package 
library ten persons carry on the work." 

The Package Library was organized in connection with the De- 
partment of Public Discussion by Miss Marion Potts of the Wiscon- 
sin Library School. Miss Potts leaves the Package Library in the 
fall to become librarian of the College of Industrial Arts at Denton. 
Miss Sue Goree, who has been connected with the Texas University 
Library for the past seven years, has been named as Miss Potts' 
su<;cessor. 



HELPS FOR SMALL LIBRARIES 

Now is the time when reference and loan work are slack to catch 
up on cataloguing, to prepare the books for the bindery, and to 
order a portion of next years' books. The Library and Historical 
Commission has a number of helps that it gives to libraries seeking 
information on these subjects and still other helps that it lends for 
indefinite periods. The borrowing library is asked to pay the trans- 
portation charges. 

The Texas State Library can be of use to the libraries of the 
smaller cities of Texas through its subscription to the Public Affairs 
Information Service. Weekly bulletins are published by this ser- 
vice, which, among other things, cover municipal affairs and items 
of general interest to cities. These bulletins are cumulated bi- 
monthly and are a complete compilation of material which can 
usually be obtained free or for a very small cost. Libraries desir- 
ing to build up collections of current material of public interest can 
borrow cumulated bulletins up to the most recent issues and use 
them as a guide in writing for publications listed therein. The legis- 
lative reference librarian of the Texas State Library will be glad to 
be of assistance to librarians who wish to use the bulletins. 

**I know no work which shows such splendid contrasts to what it 
was when I began life as does the profession of the public librarian 
and the professional conception of the library's mission to the world. 
It has been my great joy and honor to bring up a large family whose 
members are now separated and busy in the world's work, and it 
gives me great pleasure to say of them as of myself that the mod- 
em management of public libraries has made life worth incalculably 
more than it could have been under the limitations of forty years 
ago." — George W. Cable. 
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A FEW SUGGESTIONS FOR STRETCHING A SMALL BOOK 

FUND 

The following suggestions by Julia A. Robinson are copied yerbatim 
from the Iowa lAbrary Quarterly, One adaptation must be mentally made 
by Texas librarians, and that is that the Texas Library and Historical 
Ck>mmisslon is not as well prepared as the Iowa Commission to furnish 
books and advice. However, small libraries should not hesitate to send 
In lists of books wanted, for even if the Commission does not own a desired 
book, there is always the possibility of its ordering it. The Commission 
will also lend to any very small library the A. L. A. Booklist and other 
similar lists. 

'*!. By use of periodicacl literature. The most valuable material 
on many present day topics is found in the magazines, and although 
there may not be a complete file or even periodical indexes in the 
library, by preserving in convenient form and indexing what the 
library possesses the purchase of a new book may be avoided. 

**2. By watching government publications and securing useful 
bulletins at little or no cost. These often contain more valuable in- 
formation than can be found elsewhere. 

**3. By subscribing for industrial and scientific magazines, whose 
articles are popular but accurate in treatment, thus keeping the 
material up to date in classes where a book a year or two old is 
often valueless. 

**4. By borrowing freely from the Library Commission books 
which are wanted for study club work, but which will not have a 
wide use in the library. 

**5. By a knowledge of the books already in the library. Much 
valuable material lies hidden away in many of the standard books 
which nearly every library possesses. To know that a certain book 
on the shelves contains a chapter on a desired subject or to have note 
of that fact on file in catalog or otherwise may save the price of a 
new book. 

**6. By taking note of the books standing unused on the shelves. 
They may either- serve to show that books not suited to the com- 
munity are being bought, or that the subject desired is already ade- 
quately covered, or by being attractively displayed may decrease the 
demand for new books. 

*'7. By considering carefully what books must be bought at once. 
There are books which should have no place in the library, books 
which may wait as they can be bought cheaper later, books which 
may perhaps be received as gifts, l)ooks which may be borrowed from 
the Library Commission and some books which readers think the 
library should have at once. Care is needed that this number con- , 
tains few of the other classes. 

**8. By not attempting to build up a well rounded collection. 
Not all communities are alike or will demand the same classes of 
books. Buy what the community needs and the readers want so far 
as those wants are legitimate. 

**9. By not buying too many sets either of an author's complete 
works, a complete series, or collections of literature. These sets will 
be sure either to duplicate some titles already in the library or to 
include others which will be useless. Better buy desirable titles in 
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the Everyman edition and expend the balance that a set would cost, 
even at second hand, in useful and desired books. 

**10. By not buying fine editions of books which ought rather to 
be borrowed or duplicated in cheaper editions. 

**11. By not buying expensive new editions which later may be 
bought for half the price. 

**12. By a judicious buying of library bindings for books most 
constantly used, especially juveniles, thus avoiding frequent rebind- 
ing and replacement. 

**13. By buying the Everyman and popular copyright editions 
for many titles which can be procured in these forms. 

**14. By never buying from subscription agents. Publications 
thus offered for sale are usually more expensive than ordinary books 
and can be obtaiijed later at a reduced rate through a reliable dealer 
in second hand books. 

**15. By not allowing a book dealer to select books for a library. 
He may know what books are being sold, but popularity is no guar- 
antee of high quality and neither author nor publisher can always be 
depended upon. 

**16. By not depending on trade notices found on the advertis- 
ing pages of magazines nor upon publishers' catalogs, for these being 
written for the purpose of selling the books naturally give a biased 
estimate of their value, and are useful only in giving bibliographical 
information. 

**17. By buying no books without due consideration and full 
knowledge of its literary and moral character. Lack of information 
is sufficient excuse for refusing to buy any book not found on the 
lists furnished by the Library Commission. When in doubt do not 
buy without consulting a reliable !)ook review for scope and treat- 
ment of the subject, or writing to the Library Commission for ad- 



LOCAL HISTORICAL RESEARCH IN ONE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

The following article by Miss Lillian Gunter, Librarian of the Gaines- 
ville Public Library, Texas, Is taken from the last May issue of Public 
Libraries. It is reprinted here for the benefit of the very small public 
library that does not subscribe to Public Libraries in the hope that those 
in charge of these libraries will be sufficiently interested to begin col- 
lecting their own local history. The librarian of an almost penniless 
library Is likely to have more time for such work than the librarian with 
greater financial resources. Such work is highly desirable for historical 
purposes, and then, too, it may help arouse interest generally in the library. 

**The thought of collecting and preserving the early records of 
Cooke County, Texas, had its conception in a misstatement. I had 
written a sketch of the county for the commercial club, in which I 
stated that Gainesville, the county seat, had been named for Colonel 
Jim Gaines, a highly educated Chickasaw Indian, one of the most 
prominent and popular characters in the county, who lived in the 
Indian Territory just north of Cooke County. I had heard this from 
childhood so made the statement without seeking to verify it. 

**When the sketch was published, this particular statement was 
•challenged by one of the oldest citizens in the county. He told me 
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that Gainesville had been named for a federal officer, and at the same 
time gave me other valuable data about the first settling of the town 
and county. Then for the first time I realized what a splendid thing 
it would be for the Gainesville Public Library to collect and preserve 
the records of our early history. 

**A few months later an agent of the American Historical Society, 
working in the interest of Mr. Barker and his new history of Texas, 
visited the library and made use of the meager facts I had collected. 
This incident confirmed my growing conception that a public library 
is the logical place for collections of local historical data, and that 
the librarian is the logical person to direct local research work. 
However, such work requires the time and efforts of more than one 
person if it is to be carried on in any satisfactory or extensive man- 
ner. 

**My first step was to urge upon the strong progressive woman's 
club, to which I belong, the need for an historical research commit- 
tee. Such a committee, composed mainly of daughter's of our oldest 
settlers, who would naturally be interested, was at once appointed. 
The first task which the committee set for itself was that of writing 
letters to all the old settlers known personally to the members, ex- 
plaining our purpose and asking their assistance. We began the 
systematic collection of the names of all old settlers of the county 
and of other data similar in nature. Already some valuable material 
has come to light. One find was an old diary, kept by one of the 
pioneers during his journey from Tennessee to Texas and through 
twenty years' residence in Cooke County. Another was a collection 
of short historical sketches published in an old Sunday School mag- 
azine. Our chief stay has been the interest and assistance of Mr. 
W. B. Strong, the oldest inhabitant of Cooke County, a broad-minded 
farmer who came from Urbana, Illinois, in 1846. 

** While in Albany, at the summer session of the library school, I 
was on the alert for ways and means of pushing our research work. 
The great interest displayed there in local history naturally reacted 
on me. I absorbed many valuable suggestions for collecting source 
material, and for arousing public interest in local historical research 
work. Historical teas and local history story hours were among the 
suggestions offered. These are, no doubt, quite effective in New 
York, but for Texas are quite out of the questipn. 

* * The committee was in despair until we bethought ourselves of a 
Texas institution already at our hand. I refer to our old settlers^ 
picnics, which are held in nearly every county, generally in August, 
between the laying by of the crops and the beginning of the cotton 
picking. They are *all-day-bring-your-dinner' affairs, and everybody 
goes. With some judgment and planning, these popular gatherings 
might be the means of creating a widespread interest in local his- 
tory. This year we had a short talk on the subject and we think 
that eventually in these meetings we shall find our chief point of 
contact with our country friends. 

** Several other ventures met with more or less success. At the 
request of the historical committee the XI Club offered two prizes 
of equal amounts to the people of the town and county for the ])est 
papers on such subjects as ** Reminiscences of An Old Settler,'' '*01d 
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Trails," ''First Settling of Any Ldcality in the County/' ''Indian 
Raids," "Incidents of Reconstruction," or the later period known 
locally as the ** Cattle Men's Reign." All winter interest lagged, al- 
though the local newspapers advertised our plans widely. However, 
a few interesting letters from former *old residents' were received. 
Then we tried the plan of holding weekly meetings at the Public 
Library to which we invited all interested. To these informal meet- 
ings only a few responded, but their interest was quickened by the 
talk together of old times. Then, too, the committee, in attendance 
with note books, gathered some valuable information. One helpful 
recruit who joined the ranks at this time was the history teacher in 
the high school. She assigned local history topics for class themes. 
These resulted in two good papers for our collection and in an 
awakened interest of both parents and children. Finally we took 
what should have been our first step. We examined the county 
records and found there a mine of material. Had we gone there first, 
much fruitless searching for names and facts might have been 
avoided. 

*'When the lists for our historical contest were closed, we had seven 
papers. These we sent to a former citizen of the town to be judged 
solely on their historical merit. When the prizes were awarded, 
two of our newspapers were induced to publish the articles. The 
interest excited by these essays came as a glad surprise, not only 
to the historical research committee, but to the editors of the papers 
as well. The newspapers profited to the extent of a number of new 

I inscriptions, while several voluntary contributions for our research 
work came to us through the columns. 

**Now the interest is becoming general. Almost every day some 
one comes to the Public Library to talk the work over with us, and 
gives us bits of valuable information often without realizing that he 
has anything of historical value to impart. Thus, one man in speak- 
ing of his home village out on the high prairie in the western part of 
the county, told how it acquired its name. Years ago, he said, there 
was a child's grave there and over it a pole pen and a wooden head- 
stone, on which was rudely cut the word *Era." People traveling 
through the country spoke of meeting or of camping at ''Era's grave" 
until it became a well known spot. Finally, he said, when barbed 
wire and deep wells made it possible permanently to settle this part 
of the county, Era was located as a postoffice, and later became a 
thriving village. This incident has led to the preparation of an ar- 
ticle on county names, which, when published, is expected to stim- 
ulate considerable interest. 

"Although there is always the regret that the work was not com- 
menced ten years earlier, the discouragement over our present slow 
progress is gradually giving way to a confidence in our ability ulti- 
mately to gather together and preserve for the future whatever there 
is of value about the early days in the county." 
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NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS PTTBLIC LIBRARIES 



Alto. 

The ladies of the Civic League have 
added another achievement to their 
liftt — that of a library. 

Tuesday afternoon and evening at 
the rest room a shower was given In 
which many valuable books were con- 
tributed as a beginning, while a new 
supply is expected to be added each 
month, insuring for the town a li- 
brary which will in time class with 
the best. 

This is a worthy and educational 
move which should receive the hearty 
approval and support of every indi- 
vidual and organization. 

The league, feeling themselves un- 
der obligation to our merchants for 
the maintenance of the rest room, 
are adding this library, something 
that every town should have, to show 
their appreciation, and for the bene- 
llt of the Dublic generally. — ^Alto Her- 
4ild, May lo, 1915. 

AustiB. 

State Library. Mr. Sinclair More- 
land, who was appointed archivist to 
succeed Miss Elizabeth H. West, is 
a native Texan, and received his pub- 
lic school education In Burnet Coun- 
ty. In 1907-1909 Mr. Moreland at- 
tended the law lectures at the Uni- 
versity of Texas. Mr. Moreland Is 
the author of "The Noblest Roman," 
and is at present writing another 
novel, "The Queen of the Cammora." 
In this story of anarchy and anarch- 
ists Emma Goldman Is the queen. 
The scene Is In Naples, Italy. Mr. 
Moreland assumed his duties as ar- 
chivist May 1, and is now classifying 
and Indexing miscellaneous papers 
and muster rolls. 

In an article entitled "The Corre- 
lation of Municipal Information*' by 
Clinton Rogers Woodruff, Secretary 
of the National Municipal League, the 
"Subject Index lo Bills and Resolu- 
tions," which was issued during the 
regular session of the Legislature, 
was mentioned and used as a type 
of useful material of that nature 
which was printed during the year. 
It was prepared by J. F. Marron, Leg- 
islative Reference Librarian In the 
Texas State Library and was the first 
series attempted In Texas. 

Bastrop. 

Mrs. A. B. McLary, Librarian of 



the Bastrop Publlcc Library, sends 
in the following report: 

The Bastrop Public Library dur- 
ing the year ending June 1915 has 
added by donation something over 
three hundred volumes to its shelves 
besides those purchased by the As- 
sociation. One liberal hearted citi- 
zen sent up a box of seventy odd 
books which were very much appre- 
ciated. Our shelves now contain over 
twelve hundred volumes. 

Children are permitted to take out 
children's books without a member- 
ship fee, and the Association is 
pleased to know that It now has a 
score or so of young readers who. It 
Is hoped, will grow into active mem- 
bers. 

Our rooms are commodious and 
comfortable even In hot weather, and 
they are open dally, Sunday except- 
ed, from three to six to the public. 

Bay City. 

Mrs. E. L. Perry, chairman of the 
temporary library committee, writes 
that some time ago the library passed 
the eight hundred mark. Books now 
have to be put Into the attic, and 
many more books are available when 
the library has a place to put them. 
The committee hopes by autumn to 
have more room. 

Beaumont. 

At last definite steps are to be 
taken by Interested citizens looking 
to the securing of a free public li- 
brary for the city of Beaumont. The 
step Is timely and needful. 

It Is the duty of the city council 
to give this matter due consideration 
and to make every effort to assure 
the maintenance of this Institution 
and provide the site In casie the 
money for the building is forthcom- 
ing from the Carnegie fund. — Beau- 
mont Journal, April 3, 1915. 

Blessing. 

The Blessing News of April 16 re- 
ports 265 volumes In the library. 

Bonham. 

The library has reduced the price 
of the annual membership tickets 
from $1.00 to 60 cents. The librarian 
Is at the library In the Fireman's hall 
each Saturday afternoon from 2 until 
5. The Board of Trade decided at a 
meeting in April to lend their moral 
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support to the library and to assist 
in the payment of the librarian's 
salary if necessary. 

Brenham. 

An amateur presentation of "The 
Lottery Man" was given on the night 
of June 24 for the benefit of the 
library. 

Canyon. 

Woman's Book Club Libbabt. The 
Randall County A>k?£ of April 22 pub- 
lishes a list of the 299 titles in the 
library. 

Childress. 

Secretary Bonds of the Commercial 
Club is investigating the possibility 
of Childress' securing a Carnegie Li- 
brary. — Childress Post, May 12, 1915. 

Como. 

Last Thursday afternoon, at the 
home of Mrs. Kyle Young, Mrs. W. 
L. Walkjer and Mrs. Kyle Young: 
were hostesses to the Como Library 
Club.— Como Headlight, April 30, 1915. 

Corpus Christ!. 

La Retama Libbabt. Women of 
Corpus Christi have decided to secure 
a Carnegie Library. It is settled. 
Now the library is only a matter of 
v'len. — Corpus C'lristi CaJler, April 
23, 1915. 

it has been nearly nine months 
Aince La Retama Library was made a 
free public library open daily. The 
issuance of borrower's cards almost 
every day, the splendid patronage, 
and the requests for information 
along every line, show that the li- 
brary is being made use of by the 
community; and its larger usefulness 
in the future depends largely on the 
securing of an entire building for li- 
brary purposes. — IMd,, May 28, 1915. 

Cumby. 

Every town should have a public 
library, in order to start one right 
away the Rustler will give $50,000 
if the citizens will raise a like 
amount. Now come up with the cash 
and let's have it. — Cumby Rustler, 
June 25, 1915. 

Dallas. 

Dallas Public LibbAby. Miss Rosa 
Leeper, librarian. Statistics for the 
year ending April 30, 1915: Num- 
ber of volumes in library, 48,341; 
accessiona, 6,677; circulation, 131,- 



253; borrowers, 20,327. Annual re 
ceipts: Taxes, $15,000.00; other 
sources, $l,166.2r-; total, $16,166- 
.25. Annual expenses: Salaries, 
$7,976.47; books, periodicals, and ^ 
binding, $4,762.66; other expenses, 
$3,336.43; total, $16,075.56. In ad- 
dition to this $16,075.56 the library 
paid $25,000.00 for the building for 
the Oak Cliff Branch and $3,16.0.30 
for books for this branch. These twa 
items were gifts. 

Law Libbaby. The city will begin 
the establishment of a law library in 
the city hall. Heretofore the city at- 
torney has had to furnish his own 
books or borrow books from other 
lawyers. The 1915 budget provided 
$600 for the purchase of law boolts. 
The first books, a collection of U. S. 
Supreme Court decisions, were re- 
ceived today and the collection begun. 
— Dallas Dispatch, June 21, 1915. 

Denton. 

The library at the rest room, insti- 
tuted particularly for rural patrons of 
ihe rest room, but equally for town 
women desiring to subscribe to the 
benefits of a circulating library, was 
opened Saturday, after the committee 
had completed the cataloguing of the 
books and issue-cards had been printed 
for use. 

The books are cared for by Mrs. 
Fowler, and already two sections have 
been added to the original four-section 
bookcase, filled after two trips about 
town to friends who had promised 
hooks. — Denton Record, June 10, 1915. 

Fort Chadboume. 

We have finally succeeded In getting 
our library, and everyone is enjoying 
the new books to the fullest extent. — 
Bronte Enterprise, April 30, 1915. 

Fort Worth. 

In the effort to ultimately bring 
the library within easy walking dis- 
tance of every hon.e In Fort Worth, the 
trustees of the Carnegie public library 
have decided to e-stabllsh the sixth li- 
brary station at Clardy's drug store, 
1000 Vlckery boulevard. The station 
win be opened Saturday, April 17. A 
collection of books will be kept at the 
station and a member of the library 
staff will be at the station each Sat- 
ui'day afternoon from 2 to 6 o'clock. 
Patrons may register at the station and 
can use their cards Interchangeably at 
the station or the main library. Pa- 
trons can procure their books at the 
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station or may have any book they 
desire sent to the stations for them. 
—Fort Worth Record, April 12. 1915. 

i 
Galveston. 

RosENBEBO LxBRABY. The Qnlveston 
News of April li; 1915, contains the 
following description of the exhibit 
of famous illustrators for children, 
which was held during April in the 
children's department of the Rosenberg 
Library: 

There you will tind all kinds of books 
from the most ideal of picture books 
for the small folk, such as Kate Green- 
away 's "Under the Window," and 
Lucas' "Four and Twenty Toilers" to 
those very beautii'ully illustrated ones 
for older boys and girls, Stevenson's 
"Treasure Island'* and Irving's "Knick- 
erbocker History of New York," all 
lectured in so wonderful a way that 
every one that looks at them may have 
a glimpse into the magic country be- 
hind the story. 

The library realizes that the train- 
ing of the artistic taste of the child 
is an important matter in his develop- 
, ment and educational growth. Start- 
ing with the picture books, it seeks 
to choose only those that are "pretty" 
in pictures as well as text — pictures 
in which the colors are artistically 
combined and which portray things 
as they really are. and in all things 
are wholesome and pleasant. It is in- 
teresting to note in . the exhibit the 
grouping of th« various artists by 
country and to observe the national 
tendency as to coloring and conception 
of the s^ibject matter. 

Under the United States one finds 
such representative artists and illus- 
trators as Maxfield Parrish, whose 
work typifies poetry in art, and How- 
ard Pyle, who transports us, both in 
picture and story, to the "days of long 
rgo." Besides theae, there are many 
other artists who delight in making 
children's books true glimpses into the 
fairyland of story books, such as Hope 
Dunlap, who, in the "Pied Piper of 
Hamlin," leads us all on a merry 
chase; Wyeth, "^hose pictures of ad- 
venture are enjoyed by every boy, and 
Louise Rhead, whose black and white 
sketches are charmingly made. Then 
there are the picture book artists, 
P.eatrix Potter, E. Boyd Smith and A. 
B. Frost, who has made Brer Rabbit 
In the Uncle Remun books such a real 
personage. 

In the English collection of chil- 
dren's books are found the inspiriting 
and thoroughly delightful illustrations 



of Arthur Rackham, who shows us all 
the wonders and delightful terrors of 
fairy lore in the most magical of colors 
and lines. Then there are Kate Green- 
away's quaint children, with their old- 
fashioned ways of jress and courtesies; 
Walter Crane, with his beautifully dec- 
crated legends; Lealle Brooks and Ed- 
ward Lear, who delight in making 
humorous pictures, and Caldecott with 
many a merry story in picture form, 
besides others, who each has some 
wonder glimpse to ahow us. 

Holland is represented in a most 
charming way by Willebeck Le Mair, 
whose pictured children have all the 
charm of their little English cousins, 
the "Kate Greenaway boys and girls." 

From Sweden comes the prettily col- 
ored and humorous picture books of 
Ottilia Adelborg, an illustrator who 
believes in pictures with the morals 
attached. 

Germany gives us glimpses into her 
nurseries throuj;'i pictures coming 
the hands of such representative il- 
lustrators as Richrer, Speechter, Olfers 
and Pletsch. 

From France we have books from 
the fairy brush of Boutet de Monvel, 
who introduces us to typically French 
children "who play with a certain de- 
mure gayety that those who have 
watched them in the gardens of Lux- 
umburg or Tuileries know to be ab- 
solutely truthful." 

Little Mary and John of England. 
Suschen and Ernst of Germany, Gretel 
and Hans, of Holland, Sigrid and Erik 
of Sweden, Marie and Henri of France, 
besides ever so many American chil- 
dren whose names you know, invite 
you to visit this exhibit of the books 
they love best, for they wish every one 
to know and enjoy them as much as 
they." 

Green ville. 

The Library Building has been 
greatly improved, and efforts are being 
made to improve the library proper. 

Hico. 

We firmly believe that Hlco should 
have a public library. Such an insti- 
tution would be of much value to our 
citizens, and especially to the school 
children. — Hico Kcws, June 4, 1915. 

Houston. 

Houston Lyckcm and Carnegie Li- 
BRABT. Miss Julia Ideson, Librarian. 
Statistics for the year ending April 
30, 1915: Number of volumes in li- 
brary, 41,305; accessions, 2,751; clrcu- 
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lation, 126,356; borrowers, 20.507. An- 
nual receipts: Taxes, $7,800; other 
sources, |1,607.4S; total, $9,407.48. 
Annual expenses: Salaries, $5,482.58; 
books, periodicals and binding, $2,938.- 
90; other, $1,007.14; total, $9,428.62. 

A write-up of the library in the 
Houston Chronicle of May 5 makes the 
statement that during the eleven years 
the library has been open the circula- 
tion has increased from 48,000 to 
125,000 volumes — the largest circula- 
tion of any library in Texas. 

The public library calls attention to 
the fact that during the summer 
branches will be open regularly in 
some of the school buildings for a 
short time each week for the con- 
venience of those who live at a dis- 
tance from the library. The days and 
hours announced below have been de- 
cided las the most practicable, but 
they are subject to change in case a 
better time is decided upon. In the 
event of change due notice will be 
given. 

Small collections of books, to be se 
lected from, will be kept at all the 
branches and requests for special books 
from the main library will be received 
and supplied the following week. 

Books drawn from the main library 
may be rturned to any of these sta- 
tions. — Houston Chronicle, June 6. 
1915. 

Huntsville. 

State Prison Library. The convicts 
in the Huntsville penitentiary want to 
enlarge the prison library. To this 
end they are sending appeals over the 
State in the form of circular letters 
asking contributionp for the souvenir 
program of the annual Fourth of July 
Prison Show. With the funds raised 
by the show, the convicts supply them- 
selves with books, papers and maga- 
zines. It is their desire to improve 
their minds and keep in touch with the 
world. 

The letters explain that the Fourth 
of July show is the only means the 
prisoners have of getting money for 
books and magazines. Though some 
money is taken up at the gates, the 
principal source of revenue is the 
souvnir program published by the 
prisoners. Complimentary space is 
given to those who donate to the cause. 

"To all who cor? tribute, we are proud 
to devote an entire complimentary sec- 
tion of our souvenir program. Hoping 
that you will respond to this worthy! 
cause with a dollar — ^more if you like 



or can. We've simply got to raise the 
money," the letter continued, "so that 
we may secure good books, good mag- 
azines, good papera — we simply have 
to help oui-selves to better things. Will 
you help too?" — San Antonio Light, 
May 20, 1915. 

The Texas penitentiary system is a 
spendthrift. The more money it has 
the deeper in debt it seems to go. 
Yet with all the huge sums it has spent 
it hasn't found a few dollars it could 
devote to stocking a library for the 
prisoners at Huntsville. Hence a re- 
cent announcement in The Times Her- 
ald that the prisoners will give a 
Fourth of July entertainment in or- 
der to get funds for the prison book- 
case. The Fourth is a fitting day for 
such a plan. It is Independence Day. 
The mind may be free, although the 
body lies imprisoued. Good literature 
aids in this freedom of the thought. 

Success to the efforts of the impris- 
oned. Theirs is a laudatory desire 
which shows that, though they have 
been downed by the law, they are not 
"down and out." 

It is possible, of course, for a man to 
be educated and still be a crook. It 
is possible for a man to get pleasure 
out of Shakespeare and still be an lago. 
It is possible for a man to read the 
Bible daily and still have a vile, itch- 
ing and dishonesc palm. 

Nevertheless, iu the main good lit- 
erature is a moral regenerator. It 
opens up a vision of the "light that 
never was by land or sea." It helps 
make men better. Hence a good li- 
brary at Huntsville will be an agent 
working silently bat effectively for the 
moral welfare of the cell dwellers. 

But doesn't it seem rather pitiful 
that out of the thousands spent on the 
State penitentiaries there is not enough 
to buy a few books? — Dallas Times- 
Herald, June 22, 1915. 

liampasos. 

The ladies are planning, with the 
aid of all who own cars and wish to 
help the library, to have a jitney 
service during the encampment. Fur- 
ther details will be furnished later. — 
Lam^pasas Leader, May 7, 1915. 

Laredo. 

The library, which started modestly 
with one hundred volunaes, has steadily 
grown through the unremitting efforts 
of the members of the club and of the 
indefatigable librarian, Mrs. W. W. 
MacGregor, until it now has about 
six hundred volumes, part of them 
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contributed and the rest purchased out 
of the funds devoted to the work. 

The cost to the residents of Laredo 
is small. Those wishing to take out 
books pay the ridiculously small sum 
of 25 cents a month, which entitles 
them to tho privileges of drawing out 
books, reading in the rooms while open, 
consulting reference books — in fact all 
the usual library privileges. 

Now the Woman's Club is to have a 
benefit for the library fund. The peo- 
ple of Laredo are to be given an op- 
portunity to do their duty toward this 
self-sacrificing organization and to help 
it in extending its work. It is a priv- 
ilege, as well as a duty, to aid In 
developing the Laredo Library and ex- 
tending its sphPie of usefulness. — 
Laredo Times, May 16, 1915. 

MerkeL 

The Public Library has recently 
added twelve volumes of latest fiction. 
—Merkel Mail, April 9, 1916. 

Mexia. 

The Public Library has been moved 
to the new rooms recently fitted up. — 
Mexia Herald, Juie 17, 1915. 

Pecos. 

Cabnegie Libraby. Mrs. Looby, Li- 
brarian. Statistics for the year ending 
June 1, 1915: Number of volumes in 
library, 1,018; accessions, 478; circu- 
lation, 4,244; boriowers, 318. Annual 
receipts: Taxes, $40; other sources, 
$501.91; total, $541.91. Annual ex 
penses: Salaries, 1^215; books, period 
icals, and binding, $110.43; other ex- 
penses, $111.47; total, $436.90. 

The report of the librarian states 
that the city council purchased the 
supplies and equipment for starting 
the work. Tables, chairs, benches, 
screening, a stove, etc., were given by 
various clubs and individuals. The 
city council will pay the librarian's 
salary the coming year. 

Plain view. 

The Plainview Herald of June 18, 
1915, reports 810 volumes in the library 
and 50 more ordered. 

The cook book committee reported 
printing paid for and enough money 
in the treasury to make another order 
for new books for the library. This 
will be done righc away. — Plainview 
Herald, May 7, 1915. 

The executive committee for the 
Plainview Public Library for the club 



year 1915-16 will be composed of the 
following members: 

From the Mystic Club: Mrs. D. P. 
Sansom, Mrs. W. A. Todd; from the 
Central Mothers' Club: Mrs. O. B. 
Jackson, Mrs. Fred Brown; from the 
Lamar Mothers' Club: Mrs. R. B. 
Tudor, Mrs. W. B. Martine; from the 
Browning Club: Miss Mabel Wayland, 
Mrs. D. H. Collier: from the "As You 
Like It" Club: Mrs. Stovall, Mrs. 
B. F. Smith; from the Civic League: 
Mrs. Lee Dye, Mrs. F. P. Powell; from 
the Travel Study Club: Mrs. E. F. 
Sansom, Mrs. Fyffe. — Ibid., June 8, 
1915. 

Port Arthur. 

Mrs. E. S. Cartt?r is the librarian of 
the newly formed public and high 
school library in the high school build- 
ing. 

Rosenberg. 

The Rosenberg Library of this city 
issued to its parcons during the year 
1,520 books, exclusive of newspapers 
and periodicals. The library is with- 
out financial support and is maintained 
solely for the good of the people of 
this section, practically all of its books 
having been contributed by the citizens 
of Rosenberg. — Galveston News, May 
17, 1915. 

San Antonio. 

The historical exhibit at the Car- 
negie Library, assembled for the dis- 
play of maps, books, pictures, docu- 
ments and papers connected with the 
history of "old San Antonio," will be 
held intact and open for inspection 
this week also. U was held during 
the Fiesta because of historical asso- 
ciations. 

As a result of the exhibition, several 
persons have informed Miss Elizabeth 
West, librarian, that they wish to place 
historic papers on deposit at the li- 
brary. R. P. Bracht, who loaned the 
personal papers of Victor Bracht, an 
early German settler, wishes to leave 
these papers on deposit at the library 
subject to call. W. W. Woodward of 
Rockport has notified Miss West that 
he expects to deposit some currency 
of the Republic of Texas at the library 
Such deposits are the beginning of a 
permanent collection of the kind at 
the library. — San Antonio Light, April 
25. 1915. 

The Carnegie Library will supply 
books to all of Bexar county. The 
plan for extending the library work 
to Include the county was presented 
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to the board of directors In regular 
session Friday by Miss Elizabeth West, 
librarian. As a result, the librarian 
was authorized to issue borrowers' 
cards to any resident of Bexar county 
who will deposit the small guarantee 
fund now required of non-residents 
temporarily in the city. 

Heretofore, only residents of the city 
of San Antonio could obtain books 
from the library. Under the present 
ruling any resident of Bexar county 
who will make the small guarantee de- 
posit can get bookb from the library. 
A plan is also being worked out where- 
by books may be sent by mail to any 
address in the county, provided the 
person holds a library card. 

A plan for extending the work of 
the library into the county schools 
was discussed, and to this end the 
librarian was authorized to lay before 
the county commibsioners, the county 
school board and the county superin- 
tendent of schools this plan for ex- 
tending the Bexar county schools 
traveling library service. While the 
details are not yet worked out, it Is 
proposed to send libraries to the county 
schools as with the sub-stations in the 
city schools. — San Antonio Light, 
June 11. 1915. 

San Benito. 

A denial this summer of such lux- 
uries as ice cream, sodas and the 
movies is planned by members of the 
Woman's Club In an effort to raise 
funds for the purchase of a building 
site for the public library. This was 
decided upon at the club's last meet- 
ing. A building fund of $750 must 
be raised by next March In order to 
secure deed to two lots donated by 
the Land and Water company, as a 
library site. 

The Library contains six hundred 
volumes. — San Benito Light, May 14, 
1915. 

San Marcos. 

The Brackenrldgc Club decided to 
give to the public library that It started 
a year ago In May the funds that for- 
merly were devoted to the annual re- 
ception and open meeting. The library 
now has 220 volumes. The library fee 
is one dollar a month or ten cents a 
year. 

Sherman. 

The Carnegie Library building Is 
about completed and as soon as the 
carpets can be put down and some 



dlfterences between the contractors and 
others be settled. \t will be ready for 
occupancy. It is one of the handsomest 
and best built structures in the city. — 
Sherman Democrat, May 13, 1915. 

Uvalde. 

El Progresso Club donated to the li- 
brary $153, its share of the carnival 
proceeds. 

Beginning with Tuesday. June 1st, 
El Progresso Library will be open to 
the public every afternoon In the week 
(Thursdays excepted) from 3:30 to 
6:30 o'clock. Miss Emma Green has 
been appointed librarian. Arrange- 
ments are being made to Issue a cata- 
logue which win be placed In the 
homes of the town. — Uvalde News, May 
21, 1915. 

Vernon. 

Favorable action by the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, which has 
In charge the disbursement of the fund 
created by Andrew Carnegie for the 
erection of public libraries, has been 
taken on' this city's application for an 
appropriation for the erection of a Car- 
negie library. A site will be definitely 
agreed upon within the next few days, 
and it is hoped to have the construc- 
tion of the building under way in the 
near future. The amount set aside for 
the building is $12,500.— DaHa* News, 
May 1, 1915. 

Victoria. 

The D. R. T. Memorial Square Play- 
gvcund takes pleasure In announcing 
to the citizens of Victoria county they 
have a free circulation library — Victo- 
ria ^Advocate, Juuo 12, 1915. 

Waco. 

Waco Public Libbabt. Miss Pauline 
McCauley, Librarian. Statistics for 
year ending March 31, 1915: Number 
of volumes in library, 17,810; acces- 
sions, 2,758; circulation, 88,258; bor- 
rowers, 6,959; annual receipts: taxes, 
$6,000; other sources, $1,543.34; total, 
$7,543.34. Annual expenses: Salaries, 
$3,042.00; books, periodicals and bind- 
ing, $2,911.20; other expenses, $1,545.91. 
Total. $7,499.11. 

Officials of the public library have 
received notice from Andrew Carnegie 
that he will give $12,500 for an addi- 
tion to the library. — Dallas Journal, 
June 29, 1915. 

Waxahachie. 

Nicholas P. Sims Libbaby. The fol- 
lowing notes are taken from the Wax- 
ahachie Enterprise of June 18, 1915: 
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Each visitor from out of town to 
the Sims Library on Trades Day will 
be given a withdrawn book. Come 
and get some good reading matter 
free. 

People who* use the Sims Library 
have access to 6.400 volumes of phil- 
osophy, religion, sociology, natural 
science, useful arts, general literature, 
history, travel; biography and Action. 

Twenty-five or thirty children are 
playing the "Catalog Game*' at the 
Sims Library each week. All seem 
interested in the contest and they are 
learning, thereby, how to use the card 
catalog. 

Every member of every family should 
have a library card. The Sims Library 
is an educational institution and you 
will profit by using it. 

*'When in doubt, consult the Sims 
Library." Its reference department is 
at your service daily. 

Enroll at the Sims Library now and 
enjoy some of the delightful new books 
which hav3 been recently added. 



Wichita FallB. 

The following contribution appeared 
in the Wichita Tribune. June 18, 1915: 

Did I hear some one say a Public 
Library? Glorious thought! They are 
just as essential as the churches, for 
is not reading an education, and is not 
education religion? At this age life 
is a search for knowledge and under- 
standing, and mauy are thirsting for 
it who have no opportunity to get It 

A public library is a place where no 
one is excluded; it Is free to all to 
go and drink of the knowledge of the 
great writers. Within their walls is 
an elevating atmosphere which pro- 
duces character. It we fill our minds 
with good reading. It will crowd out 
all that Is bad. 

All lovers of books have chums, and 
the pleasure of reading Is to pass this 
joy on to another. Nothing Is done 
without enthusla^^m; It Is the heart 
that wins, not the head; so I know 
the eager Wlchitans will put their 
heart In the work and let their slogan 
be, "Get a Library*, and Get It Quick." 



NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS SCHOOL LIBBARIES 

The statistics compiled by Mr. \V. F. Doughty, Superintendent of 
Education, and printed in the last issue of Texas Libraries concern- 
ing public school libraries indicate that library facilities in the pu))- 
lic schools of Texas are far from satisfactory. However, the State 
Department of Education, according to Mr. Doughty, is undertaking 
to help the schools of this State provide better school libraries. A 
school seeking classification by the department is required to have 
made satisfactory arrangements for a good, usable library. Under 
the provisions of the million dollar appropriation for country schools 
it is necessary for a school before it receives aid to have among other 
things such library, books, and so forth as may be recommended and 
required in the State course of study. The revised course of study 
containing suggestions for school libraries will be ready for distri- 
bution about September 1st. 

Belton. 

Arrangements have been made to 
have the school library open for the 
securing and returning of books on 
Thursday afternrons just before the 
opening of the piogram of the story- 
telling league. 

A number of new books have been 
ordered ana are expected to be received 
soon. — Temple Telegram, June 25, 1915. 

Carrizo Springs. 

The Literary Club of this place is 
doing a great work for the public 
school, having today finished a contri- 
bution of something over 150 books 



to the school library. — Ban Antonio 
Express, June 13, 1915. 

Crosbyton. 

The Board of Trustees of the Crosby- 
ton School have purchased one hundred 
and sixty-one volumes of miscellaneous 
books and have placed them In the 
school building for the use of the school 
children. — Croshyton Review, June 18, 
1915. 

Cnero. 

Our attention has been called a num- 
ber of times to the inadequateness of 
the High School Library. A number 
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of good standard works are needed 
very badly. Some standard works 
of history would come in mighty 
handy for the history students as con- 
siderable research and reference work 
is required in that course as it Is 
taught now. In the past, the Haw- 
thorne Ladies have been kind eonugh 
to allow the students to use their Brit- 
tannica and many citizens have very 
generously offered their private libra- 
ries to the use of the students. 

The students have been compelled 
to make use of these offers in order 
to get up their work satisfactorily, but 
this sort of business is very Inconve^ 
nient to both the students and to the 
owners of the libraries. Now is a good 
time for some pullic spirited and phil- 
anthropic citizen who has some means 
at his disposal to give a nice set of 
books to the school library. The library 
needs them, they will be appreciated by 
the entire school, faculty and students 
alike. Who is going to speak first? — 
Cuero Star, June 2, 1915. 

Dallas. 

HocKADAY School fob Qibls. Hock- 
aday School for Girls was given a li- 
brary yesterday by scholars, patrons 
and friends of the school. — Dallas Dis- 
patch, May 29, 1915. 

SouTUEBN Methodist Univebsity. 
Bursar Frank Reedy of Southern Meth- 
odist University has been instructed to 
set aside |3,000 for the library of the 
institution. This will be in addition 
to other money that has been desig- 
nated for this branch, and the bequests 
of books and other paraphernalia. Mr. 
Reedy said most of this $3,000 will go 
toward the theological library. — Dallas 
News, June 25, 1915. 

FloresTllle. 

The teachers and pupils have made 
considerable progress in securing 
choice books for school use. — Flares- 
ville Chronicle, April 16, 1915. 

Port Worth. 

Texas Woman's College. Only 300 
volumes are needed to complete the 
5,000 volumes needed by Texas Wom- 
an's College to obtain class A stand- 
ing with the Methodist educational 
commission. 

When the campaign was started a 
list of the books needed was drawn up 
and it was announced they were the 
ones desired. All books that have been 
received are In accordance with this 
list. Many donations of over fifty vol- 



umes from different people, both in an^ 
out of towu, are listed. Donations of 
cash also have been received, which is 
to be used in the purchase of books 
that are needed. — Fort Worth Record, 
April 26, 1915. 

Frodericksbnrg. 

The Lyceum committee, under whose 
auspices entertainments were given in 
Fredericksburg for the public school 
library fund, report that the sum of 
$51 was cleared and that amount put 
in the public school library fund. It 
was agreed by the committee to have 
another Lyceum course of entertain- 
ments during the coming season. — 
Galveston News, April 9, 1915. 

Jefferson Comity. 

There are 2,423 volumes in the school 
libraries of Jefferson county. Ten 
teachers said that their libraries were 
well kept, and seven answered in the 
negative. Five expressed the desire 
for better libraries and equipment. — 
Port Arthur Record, June 18, 1915. 

Lancaster. 

Miss Ross' class in elocution ap- 
peared before an appreciative audience* 
Friday night. Some $15 was netted 
the school library fund. — Lancaster 
Herald, April 16, 1915. 

Lone Willow. 

The ladies of the Research Club of 
Cleburne presented the school with a 
library as a reward for the greatest 
civic Improvement during the year. 

Lnfkin. 

The commencement exercises of the 
Lufkin High School came to a close 
Friday night, when the seniors gave 
a play for the benefit of the school li« 
brary, which was well attended. — 
Oalveston News, May 30, 1915. 

Mabank. 

The senior class gave a play entitled, 
"Aaron Boggs, Freshman" at the Ma- 
jestic last Friday night. The funds 
derived from the sale of tickets will 
be used to buy books for the high 
school library. — Mabank Banner, April 
8, 1915. 

Parker. 

The ladies of the Research Club of 
Cleburne, accompanied by Miss Maude 
Van Buren, the civic lecturer of Owa- 
tonna, Minnesota, were conveyed in 
four automobiles today to Parker, and 
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j)resented the school with a library, 
consisting of fiction, science, art, etc., 
as a reward for the greatest civic im- 
provement made during the year. 
— Dallas News, April 15, 1915. 

Port Arthur. 

A new and more complete library is 
to be installed at the high school build- 
ing for the benefit of the pupils of 
the schools and the public at large 
in which the system of cataloguing 
as used in the congressional library 
in Washington will be used. It is the 
intention of the promoters of the idea 
to have one of the rooms equipped as 
the library proper and the other to 
be fitted out for a reading room. Con- 
tributions of good books for the new 
venture are requested. Until other ar- 
rangements are made the office of the 
librarian will be filled by Mrs. Edward 
S. Carter of the high school faculty. — 
Beaumont Journal, May 7, 1915. 

In response to a pall made some 
weeks ago, the public has contributed 
several hundred njagazines to the. high 
school library. These magazines are 
being sent to the bindery. Many dozen 
volumes of these bound magazines will 
be on our shelves by September first, 
due to the generosity of an interested 
public. — Port Arthur Record, June 25, 
1915. 

Sherman. 

Sherman Hall, the new library and 
auditorium given to Austin College by 
citizens of Sherman, will be formally 
opened tomorrow night. 

Sherman Hall was donated to Austin 
College on the promise of the institu- 
tion to increase its plant to twelve 
buildings, as the outcome of the "great- 
er Austin College Jn Sherman" move- 
ment. — Fort Worth Record, April 8, 
1915. 

Stowell. 

The Anahuac Progress of June 25 
publishes a list of the forty-four vol- 
umes comprising the **New Stowell 
School Library." Miss Vivian Cooley 
is the librarian. 

Waco. 

Principal E. T. Genheimer reported 



to the school board yesterday after- 
noon that the class of 1915 has raised 
$142 for the High School Library Fund, 
the largest amount donated by any 
class. In acordance with their usual 
custom, the school board added a simi- 
lar amount, making the total credited 
to the 1915 graduates, $284. This will 
be invested in books needed in High 
School work, for references, parallel 
reading, etc. — Waco Times Herald^ 
June 10. 1915. 

Whitewright. 

The Parent-Teachers Association will 
serve public dinner down town, at 25 
cents per plate, next Monday, the place- 
of serving to be advertised later, the 
special occasion being the annual con- 
vention of the Odd Fellows Associa- 
tion of Grayson County. 

The P. T. A., as the general public, 
of course, understands. Is an organi- 
zation working rhiefly for a helpful 
co-operation of parents and teachers 
and for an increased wakefulness on 
the part of school patrons as to all 
the needs of the school. One of the 
most effective ways of arousing other 
people's interest in a good cause Is 
to show your own interest by hard 
work for it. The library of the public 
school being the meeting place of the 
organization, the ompty shelves have 
been a constant and eloquent reminder 
of one of the school's most pressing 
needs, and all available funds, so far 
have been spent for books. 

At its last meeting, the association 
voted to buy a complete working li- 
brary. That doesn't mean that the 
school will never need another book, 
but that a numbti of its daily needs 
along that line will be satisfied. This 
library of over three hundred book& 
will cost the association approximately 
two hundred dollars, and the proceeds 
of the above mentioned dinner will go 
toward paying lor it. — Whitcwright 
8un, April 23, 1915. 

Winnie. 

The school library has received 58 
new volumes according to the list pub- 
lished in the Winnie Chronicle of 
April 3. 



NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS ART LEAGUES 

We all like to hear complimentary things about ourselves, and this 
is especially true when the compliments come from an eminent per- 
son. The followinpr remarks of Lorado Taft, who recently cap- 
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tivated our State, are taken from the DaUds Eveninff Jova^aly 
April 12: 

''Texas abounds in imagination and the possibilities of genuine 
art." 

'*A11 Texas* art needs for development is opportunity and a sym- 
pathetic public/' 

"The art clubs of the State are doing a valuable work to this end.'* 

**The work of Texas artists which has come under my inspection 
presents evidence of great imagination and of genius. Particularly 
are Texas sculptors filled with the power of achievements. * * 

The Texas Fine Arts Association elected the following officers: 
James W. McClendon, Austin, president; Joseph D. Sayers, Austin, 
vice president; W. J. Battle, Austin, second vice president; Mrs. 
J. B. Dibrell, Seguin, third vice president; E. W. Winkler, Austin, 
recording secretary ; Hugh Kuehne, Austin, corresponding secretary ; 
Miss Julia Pease, treasurer ; Julian Onderdonk, Temple, auditor. 



Dallas. 

The Dallas An Association has 
opened a splendid exhibition of water 
colors by famous artists at the Fair 
Park gallery. This event should be 
well patronized. 

Dallas' responsibility as the metrop- 
olis of the State does not end when 
it has secured pre-eminent business 
supremacy. Dallas, as the metropolis, 
must gain for itself the distinction of 
being the center of all things that are 
factors in civilization. And art is one 
of these factors. None appreciate this 
fact better than the patriotic members 
of the Dallas Art Association. They 
have worked long and courageously to 
make this city the art center of the 
Southwest and we are now seeing the 
results of their labors. 

The East is beginning to take notice 
of the art movenicnt in Dallas and 
this city has become something in ad- 
dition to a jobbing center to the men 
and women who rank high in art and 
letters. 

This we owe to the Dallas Art As- 
sociation and we should all visit the 
water color exhibit at Fair Park not 
only becauce we will be delighted with 
the pictures, but also because we will 
be lending our moral support to an 
association that represents a most 
worthy cause. — Dallas Times Herald, 
April 21, 1915. 

The children's arc exhibit at the Art 
Gallery in Fair Park will be open to 
the public Saturday and Sunday after- 
noons. 

The collection is the largest and 
most varied collection of children's 
work ever exhibited in the city and 
has received compliments from promi- 
nent 'artists and numbers of competent 



critics. — Dallas Times-Herald, May 7, 
1915. 

Fort Worth. 

The sixth annual exhibition of Texas 
painters and the work of china paint- 
ers of Fort Worth, which was sched- 
uled to close Saturday, will be con- 
tinued free to the public until Monday, 
June 14. During the past four weeks 
the exhibition was visited by 1,760 
persons. — Fort Worth Star Telegram, 
June 6, 1915. 

Galveston. 

That the exhibition of the Galveston 
Art League has b^en a decided success 
is without question, and the hundreds 
that have thronged the room each day 
have been high In their praise of the 
pictures. Saturday there were nearly 
two hundred visitors between the hours 
of 2 and 6, and Sunday a large crowd 
viewed the paintings. — Oalveston Trib- 
une, April 26, 1915. 

The Initial step toward the estab- 
lishment of a municipal art gallery for 
Galveston was taken yesterday after- 
noon, when, at a meeting of the Art 
League, held at 5 o'clock in the audi- 
torium of the Ball high school, arrange- 
ments were perfected for the purchase 
of a magnificent painting by a promi- 
nent and popular artist. The subject, 
"The Mountain Landscape," by Spiker, 
was on display at the art exhibit of 
the league which was held here re- 
cently, and at that time attracted a great 
deal of attention and much favorable 
comment. The painting, which is 
valued at approximately |400, will be 
placed on display in the Rosenberg 
library when received here, and if ar- 
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rangements are made In the new city 
hall building for an art gallery, as is 
expected, it will be removed to that 
place later.— /Wd., May 26, 1915. 

San Antonio. 

San Antonio and Southwest Texas 
offer unbounded possibilities for the 
appreciative painter, in the opinion 
of Charles Noel Flagg of Hartford, 
Conn., State Commissioner of Sculp- 
ture for Connectirnt, president of the 
Connecticut Academy of Fine Arts and 
president of the Municipal Art Society 
of Hartford. Mr. Flagg will spend 
several days at the Menger Hotel. 

Mr. Flagg is one of the best known 
portrait painters in the United States. 
He has painted the portraits of eight 
governors of Coi:necticut and the 
famous Mark Twain portrait was his 
work. He bold 3 *Arlous degrees from 



art institutes and academies in this 
country and Europe. 

"This is a treasure spot for the ar- 
tist," said Mr. Flagg. "There is the 
modernity of American cities blended 
with the qualntne^'s and conservation 
of European towns in San Antonio's 
'make-up.' Some of your best build- 
ings are of a type and spirit perfectly 
in accord with the delightful 'local 
color' of your city 

"On your streets — especially in the 
Mexican quarter — 1 have already seen 
individuals that an artist with a true 
soul would fairly gloat over. They 
are distinct, unlike any one else. Such 
lines and shades and features as I 
have seen in some of the older Mexican 
residents here would, with a proper 
representation, mal:e any artist famous. 
I could spend a life-time in the Mexi- 
can quarter, paJnting figures and 
faces." — 5^ fin Antonio Liqht. April 9, 
1915. 
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